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WAR WITH THE SIKHS. 


The Dcsjtaich of Governor- General of India io the Secret Com- 
mittce of the East India Company. 

Cnmp, Uniballa, December 2, 1845. 

I LEFT Delhi on the 19th ultimo, making the usual marches to- 
wards Kurnaul and Umballa, with the intention of meeting the 
Gommander-in-Cluef at the latter place, who was on -his way to 
inspect the troops at Meerut, Delhi, and other districts. 

On the 22nd November I received from Major Broadfoot the 
official despatch dated the 20th November,* detailing the sudden 
intention of the Sikh army to advance in force to the frontier, 
for the avowed purpose of invading the British territories. 

The letter of the 20th was succeeded by a private communi- 
cation of the following day,*" stating the same facts, and inclosing 
news, letters, and papers of intelligence received from Lahore, 
which professed to give an account of the circumstances which 
have led to the present movement, and which would appear (if 
these papers are to be depended upon) to have originated with the 
Ranee and certain of the Sirdars, who felt the pressure of the 
demands of the army to be so urgent, and its present attitude 
and temper so perilous to their existence, that they desired to 
turn the thoughts of the troops to the objects which might divert 
their attention from making extortionate demands for higher pay, 
by employing their energies in hostile operations against the British 
Government. 

The precautions already adopted to provide against the possi- 

The Despatches here alluded to follow this of the Governor-General. 

B 
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hihty of our forces being unprepared to meet any movement of 
tbe Sifcli army this season, and the arrangements made by the 
Commander-in-Oiief, on the receipt of Major Broadfoot's intol- 
gence, • rendered it, in my opinion, unnecessary to allow tlieso 
reports of invasion to make any change in my movements. I 
ariived on the 26 th at Kuraaul, wliere the Commander-in-Chief 
met me, having proceeded from Umhalla by dak, returning to 
his camp the same evening; on the same day I was also joined by 
Major Broadfoot. 

I had the satisfaction of concurring in all the orders which his 
Excellency had given, to hold the troops in readiness to move at 
the shortest notice, and in the instructions which he had sent to 
the officers in command of the stations at Eerozeporc and Loodi- 
ana. The force at the former post consists of one European 
regiment, seven regiments of native infantry, two regiments of 
native cavalry, and twenty-four held guns, exclusive of heavy 
ordnance. The force at Loodiana consists of one regiment of 
Europeans, five regiments of native infantry, one regiment of 
native cavahy, and two troops of horse artillery. 

After a full and satisfactoiy consultation with his Excellency, 
and taking into consideration the improbability of the Sikh nriny 
crossing the Sutlej, I determined that no movement should ho 
made towards the river by the forces from Umhalla and i\feerut, 
and I postponed, for further consideration with his Excellency, 
any change in the present distribution of tlie troops; eventually 
some alterations will be made, which, wlien they Imve been final ly 
determined upon between me and the Commancler-in-Cliief, will 
be reported to you. At the present moment his Exceilemy 
coincides with me that no forward movement is reijuircd. 

In tlie midst of much hesitation and irresolution, the enter- 
prise ordered by the Sikh Government dors not appear tn lane 
been formally abandoned; tlie intelligcnco received by Major 
Broadfoot,^ on tlie day of his joining my camp shoiu d that tin- 
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three brigades of the Sikh force had actually' left Lahore a few 
miles in advance, to he followed the next morning b}' three other 
brigades, including one of artillery. This was on the Slth ultimo. 
The intelligence received from that date has been communicated 
to me by Major Broadfoot each day, as it arrives. 

It is said they intend, in reply to IMajor Broadfoot’s remon- 
strance, to allege that the fact of our having collected so large 
a force, with all the munitions of war, on the frontier, is the cause 
of the concentration of their forces on the Sutlej ; that thc}'^ 
intend to demand the reasons of our preparations ; to insist on 
the surrender to the Lahore Government of the treasure wliich 
belonged to the late Raja Soocheyt Sing ; the restoration by the 
Raja of Nabba of the village of Mowran, escheated by the Raja, 
and the escheat confirmed by us ; and henceforth the free pas- 
sage of their troops into the Lahore possessions on this side the 
Sutlej. 

' I need only remark, on the first and most essential point, that 
the Sikh anu}'- did in the beginning of last January prepare to 
move to the Sutlej. The political agent remonstrated, and the 
troops were withdrawn; the reason then assigned for the move- 
ment being the same as that now intended to be brought forward, 
namely, the state of our military preparations on the frontier. 
The Governor-General in Council, in a despatch to Ma.jor Broad- 
foot of the 25th January, 184'5, entered into very full explanations, 
which,were conveyed to the Lahore Vakeel. 

^ The Government of India, through its political agent, has 
more, than once complained of the inconvenience and expense of 
being obliged to retain so large a British force on the frontier, in 
consequence of the ungovernable misconduct of the Sikh army, — 
a fact well known and never contradicted by the Lahore Govern- 
ment. , 

< i 

, As regards the past, it is clear that no cause of complaint has 
been given by the Government of India. If it should be asserted 
that our military preparations Ibis autumn have given offence, 
the liassertion is equally unfounded, and is a mere pretext for 
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hostile proceedings which have originated in the political weak- 
ness and the internal dissensions of the Lahore Government, 
and, above all, in their desire to be released, on anj tenns, from 
the terror which the ferocity of their own troops has inspired. 
The proof is to be found in the fact that, at the time these dis- 
orderly movements commenced, no additional British troops had 
reached our frontier stations. The additional regiment of native 
infantry, destined for the reinforcement of Perozepore,* had not 
arrived. At Loodiana, one of the two regiments of native cavalry 
had actually marched for Sciude before it was relieved, leaving that 
post, as it is at present, with one regiment, instead of the usual 
complement of two regiments of cavalry. At the other stations no 
alteration, had been made, and tbe troops which had marched were 
peaceably engaged in completing the annual reliefs according to 
custom at this season. 

I have given these details to show the hollow pretences of 
such assertions, if they should be made. 

I do not believe that this alleged grievance, or any of the other 
demands, will be made, or if made, that they will be pressed; 
but I need not say that they Avill and must he resisted. 

Such is the state of affairs at the present moment, and, al- 
though my conviction is strong that tlie Sikh arnjy will be de- 
terred from acts of aggression, on account of the state of our 
military preparation, yet it is by no means impossible that we 
may be forced at any moment into war, and that operations, on a 
very extended scale, may be immediately necessary. 

Por this alternative I have made all prepai-ations. Orders 
will be despatched to bring up, from stations in the rear of 
Meerut, the additional forces noted in the margin,'*' which, with 
the concurrence of the Commander-in-Chief, will be cantoned, 
with the exception of the European artillerj', at or near Kinmin, 
twenty-eight miles from Loodiana, and ten miles in advance of 

• Four companies of European artillery, from Cawnporc; one troop of Euro- 
pean horse artillery, four legimcnts of nnlivc cavnliy, fi\c ditto native infmio'- 
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Suliind. This intention will not he dhailged at the present 
moment, pending events at Lahore, and no step will be taken 
calculated to excite alarm which in prudence can he dispensed 
nith. The commissariat arrangements arc nearly complete, on 
a scale adapted for defensive purposes, enabling the forces to march 
in any direction at the shortest notice. 

My ^iews and measures will be anxiously directed to avoid a 
recourse to arms, as long as it may be possible. On this point 
my determination is fixed. At the same time it is vei’y apparent, 
from the general aspect of affiiirs, that the period is fast approach- 
ing when further changes %^dll take place at Lahore, and that the 
weak government of the Regent will be subverted by the violence 
of the troops, instigated by the intrigues of the party favourable 
to Raja Golab Singh. 

Up to the present hour no act of open hostility has been com- 
mitted. 

I shall not consider the march of the Sikh troops in hostile 
array towards the banks of the Sutlej, as a cause justifying hos- 
tilities, if no actual violation of our frontier should occur. The 
same privilege which we take to adopt precautionary measures 
on our side must be conceded to them. Ev^ry forbearance shall be 
shown to a weak Government, struggling for assistance against its 
own soldiers in a state of successful mutiny. 

I have no cause to doubt the loyalty of our admirable native 
army, but I have every reason to believe that endeavours have 
been systematically made, on a very extensive scale, to tamper 
with^thera ; that promises of promotion and reward have been 
lavishly made ; and that their religious prejudices have been 
forciblyf appealed to. i ‘ ' n ^ 

Some chiefs of influence on this side, and with estates on both 
sides of the river, are anxious to come forward to prove them- 
selves unconnected, with the present movement against* us, and 
to evince their adherence to our interests. The answer I have 
desired may, be given to them is, that we do not anticipate that the 
Sikh.i jvilhproceed to unprovoked hostilities ; but that/ should such 
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le the ease, the parties wJjo have estates on our side tlie Sutlej, and 
prove by tlieir conduct their true adherence to the British Govern- 
incnl. will be j)rotectcd from any consequences to which such con- 
duct might render tlicm liable on account of their position in the 
Punjaub. 

I have cverj' reason to be satisfied udth tlie ability, energy, and 
sound judgment displayed by Major Broadfoot in the course of 
these proceedings. 


T/ic Polidcal jigcJit (o the Qommander'in-Chief. 

Governor'Gcncrars Agcnc}’, November 20, 1845. 

Sir, — Since I had the honour of ^vniti^g on your Excellency 
fo-dny, J have received Lahore letters of the 18th instant (morning). 

During the night of the 17th the chiefs had. agreed on, and the 
Durbar had ordered in mating, the following plan of operations . 

The army was to be divided into seven divisions, one to remain 
at Lahore, and the rest to proceed against Roopar and our hills, 
Loodiana, Hurreekee, Ferozepore, and Scinde, while one was to 
proceed to Peshawer ; and a force under Rajah Golah Singh was to 
be sent to Attack. 

Each division was to he of 8,000 to 12,000 men against Feroze- 
poro, under Sham Sing Attarewallah, wdiose estates adjoin the place 
against which it was to act. Against Hurreekee is to go Rajah Lai 
Singh ; against Loodiana, Sirdar Tej Singh, the new Commauder- 
in-Chief; and against Roopar, a brother of Sena Sing Mujeeteea. 

Tlie force under Sham Singh is to be 4,000 horse, and two bri- 
gades of infantij, with guns ; under Raja Lai Singa, 4,500 horse ; 
and two infantry brigades ; under Sirdar Tej Singh, four brigade^ 
of infantry (one of them irregulars, and one new levies), and 1,000 
liorsc, &c. ; but till the plans of the Durbar are in actual execution 
they cannot he considered fixed, and therefore I do not trouble your 
Excellency widi further details. 

With respect to the probability of their actual moving, I must 
say that my correspondents in Lahore seem to doubt it, thougli/they 



WAU wnil Tl!i; SIKHS. 


i 


arc pcrpicxotl. The causes, however, whicli have so siuhlonly led 
the Durhar to such lengths may carry it further ; and indeed it is 
difiicult to see how they can stop now without a change <»r govern- 
ment; a thing not unlikely; still prudence rerpiires that we should 
act ns if they would not change their mimU, and I therefore most 
respectfully venture to submit to your J'/\cellency the following 
suggestions : — 

First, that the carriage of the troops in this division should he 
drawn into the stations, both for security, and to enable the troops 
to move at the shortest notice ; and that the JCuropcan troops in the 
hills should be held in readiness to march ; to move them is a 
work of time, and needs some preparation. I shall write to the 
sub-commissioner and the other local authorities without delay to 
collect coolies ; but 1 shall be glad to hear from your luxcellency 
thcnumber.s required, and also on what roads supplies, &c., .should 
be got ready. 

"With respect to further measures, I must of couv.se speak with 
extreme difiidcncc ; on the whole I am inclined still to hold the 
opinions that I had the honour of expressing verbally ; and I may 
now add, that the matter seems to have come to a pilch which makes 
some notice of it by our Government not easily avoidable ; and this 
being the case, and as the Governor-General is so near, it may 
be desirable to aw'ait his arrival, or his decision as to the extent of 
what may be done, before making any movements, unless we hear 
of the Sikh army having actually crossed the Sutlej. 

In all this, however, I speak with the utmost submission to your 
Excellency’s better judgment; but 1 beg to add, that in whatever 
your Excellency may decide on, 1 shall esteem it an honour to 
give it whatever aid I can. — I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. BiiOADrooT. 
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The Agent to the Governor-General to the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India. 

Camp, Umballa, November 20, 1845. 

I have the honour to forward, for the information of his Excel- 
Jencj the Goveiuor-General, a copy of a demi-official letter to his 
Excellency the Commander-in-chief, as affaii-s at Lahore assumed 
their present form. 

Not to delay the messenger, I must reserve a fuller report till 
to-morrow ; but I may add to what has been already communicated 
demi-officially, and what will be gathered from my letters, that no 
complaint of any kind has been made to me by the Durbar, and 
that the pi'etext of a grievance alleged has been dropped by the 
Durbar, and rejected by the troops. The truth is, all are in a 
false position, from the unlooked-for results of the cry against the 
English, to serve a party purpose, and all, moreover, are indifferent 
to war with us, from their firm persuasion that, if victorious, they 
will find new means of power and Avealth, and, if beaten, that they 
Avill be, Avhat most of them desire, the heads of a subsidiary, instead 
of an independent state. 

This opinion has never received any countenance irom me, but 
the very contrary ; and the Durbar wiU by this time have received 
the perwunnah which I addressed to the Vakeel, when the intrigues 
AAdiich had led to the present state of things assumed a serious form. 

It will be seen fi'om the enclosed copy of it, that no warningicould 
be plainer, and, as therein indicated, that it is only a repetition of 
former warnings. . „ 

Continued letters from my assistants, respecting the rumours on 
the frontier, shoAVed that our posts there were vigilant; and I 
abstained, therefore, from communicating Avith the military autho- 
rities, in order to prevent the Durbar having the smallest ground 
to say that any menacing preparations or movements on oiir part 
had been taken up, for this ground has been already alleged in their 
consultations, as justifying their present movements ; nay, even 
after I had yesterday received a communication on the subject from 
the Major-General commanding the division, I fovehore to w*ite to 
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Ills Kxccllencv llio Comnunulcr-jn-Chirf, nnd even tn-dnv I venliiml 
to rccoouncnd to liis lixccllencv that no .strjis '.honld he takon for 
tlic present. Since then, however, nuthcntic intellujence lin<; 
reached me that the Durbar has openly adopted, and ordered in 
writing, a fixed plan of operations against ilu' Ihigli'di, and 1 
accordingly addressed to his Excellency the Coinmnnder-in- 
Chief tlic letter, of which a cojiy is annexed. 

I now only suggest ahslincncc from movement on account of the 
vicinity of the GoYcrnor-Gcnernl, who will probably think the 
matter now one which has gone loo far to be left unnoticed, 
whether the troops actually move from Ltihorc or not. 

That I presumed to suggest any delay whatever is owing to this; 
It appears to mo that the frontier is loo long to he defensible in all 
points by any force wc can move ; that our two posts on the frontier 
are strong enough to maintain themselves till relieved; and that to 
attempt reinforcements, therefore, in anticipation of those of the 
Sikhs would he useless as protecting the open country, and might 
impede any operations which the Governor-General may resolve 
on. Itlorcovcr, the delay recommended is only one of two or three 
days, till an answer to this letter can be received. 

The Sikb sirdars on this side of the Sutlej have for many months 
past been called on to keep their troops in readiness to repel the 
invasion of their territories, and I have now directed them to pre- 
pare to repel the threatening aggression. I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. Broadfoot. 

P.S»— It is right to add, that up to the last moment the regular 
troops were discussing the propriety of murdering Rajah Lai Singh 
and Sirdar Tej Singh, and sending for Rajah Golah Singh to 
lead them. The two chiefs menaced look for escape to exciting 
enthusiasm against the English. This may delay or precipitate 
invasion. 
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Tlie Commander-in- Chief to the Agent to the Governor-General. 

Camp, Umballa, 20th November, 1815. 

^ have the honour to acknowledge the receipt, this 
moment, of your letters of this date, conveying to me intelligence 

of the hostile attitude which has been assumed by the Lahore 
Durbar. 

Under the circumstances, I have ordered the fbllowing'prepara- 
tions to be entered upon immediately, to meet whatever may take 
place : — 

Her Majesty s 9th lancers to move at once from Meerut to 
Umballa. 

To be held in readiness to move from Meeimt to Kurnal on the 
shortest notice; two troops of horse artillery, her Majesty’s 1 6th 
lancers, the 3rd regiment of light cavalry, her Majesty’s 10th foot, 
save one company, the corps of sappers and miners, all, save one, of 
the regiments of native infantry. 

The 8th regiment of irregular cavalry will likewise be Iield pre- 
pared to move from Hansee to Kurnal, and the Simoor batallion 
from Deyrah to Saharumpore, where it will be centrically situated, 
and ready to be moved wherever it may be most required ; the 4th 
regiment of irregular cavalry will be brought up from Bareilly to 
Meerut. 

I beg that you will instruct the cml authorities at Simla to 
place themselves in communication with the officers commanding 
European -corps in those hills, and ascertain from them wliat number 
of coolies will be required to enable the regiments to move, in order 
that they may be collected at once, Supplies for the corps in the 
hills will be required to be laid in on the roads leading thence to 
Sirhind. 

I shall direct the other corps of all arms in this division to draw 
their carriage into cantonments, in view to the troops being pre- 
pared to act on the shortest notice. 

Previous to adopting any further measures at present, I would 
await a communication of the views of the Govcrnor-General.-I 

l,nVe. &c. (Signed) U. Goi’int. 
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The Agent to the Governor-General to the Secretnrg to Government. 

Unilmlln, 21 bI November, ISir). 

Tlic Dui’bar of the forenoon of the 18t.h was protvnclecl (ill 
2 o’cloch. blit I have not the details of the afternoon Dnrhnr. 

Eleven A. J{. was the hour found hy the astrologers ns auspicious 
for the march of the troops; not a chiefstiricd from his house. The 
officers and piincliayets of the troops, regular and irregular, to the 
numher of a couple of thousand, crowded to the Durbar and de- 
manded the reason; the Ranee tried to soothe them, saying, that the 
fortunate hour being passed, the inarch could not he undertaken till 
the astrologers found another. The crowd demanded that tliis 
should be instantly done, and the court astrologer was ordered into 
their presence to find the proper time. He jiorcd through his 
tables for two or three hours, while the Ranee sought to divert the 
attention of the military mob ; at length he announced that the mt)st 
favourable day was not till the 15th !Mujsur (2Sth November). The 
military were furious, and declared that he was an impostor, and 
that they had to get from him two crorcs of rupees which he had 
made from the public money; the pundit implored mercy, and said 
the 7tli jMujsur (20th) was also a good day; the military were still 
angiy, and the poor pundit left amidst their menaces. 

They proposed that the Ranee and her son should march, and 
intimated that till they made an example of some chief no mai'ch 
would take place. 

The Ranee complained that whilst the troops iverc urging the 
march, they were still going home to their villages as fast as they 
got their pay; and Surdar Sham Singh Attareewallah declared his 
belief that unless something was done to stop this, he ivould find 
himself on his way to Ferozepore with empty tents. The bait of 
money to be paid, and to accompany them was also ofibrred, and at 
length file Durbar broke up at two p.M. Great consultations took 
place in the aftenioon, but I know only one result, that the Ranee 
had to give to her lover his formal dismissal, and that he (Rajah 
L'al Singh) actually went into the camp of the Sawars he is to com- 
mand,* and pitched his' tent. 
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What the Ranee says is quite true of the sepoys dispersing to 
their houses; the whole affair has so suddenly reached its present 
height, that many of the men themselves think it will come to 
nothing, and still more who had taken their departure do not 
believe it serious enough to go back. On the day after this scene 
took place, i. e., the 19th, the usual stream of sepoys, natives of 
the protected states, who had got their pay, poured across the 
Sutlej, at Hurreekee, on the way to their homes. Every prepara- 
tion, however, for war is making with probably more energy than if 
it had been a long-planned scheme, for every person of whatever 
party must show his sincerity by activity and virulent professions of 
hatred to the English. 


TJie Governor-General to the Secret Committee, 

Camp, Umballa, Dec. 4, 1S45, 

Major Broadfoot having reported to me that tlie Lahore Vakeel 
had joined the camp from Loodiana, I directed Major Broadfoot to 
see him and to require from him the repty.to his perwanah, remon- 
strating against the proceedings which had taken place at the time , 
it was written, and demanding the cause thereof. 

The Vakeel waited upon Major Broadfoot, and in reply to his 
requisition asserted, tliathe had received no reply from the Durbar; 
that he had sent the communication immediately to Lahore, had 
received merely an acknowledgment of its safe arrival, and that he 
had repeatedly sent urging that a reply should be forwarded to him, 
but hitherto without success; but he asserted that he fully expected 
the reply by that evening’s post. 

Major Broadfoot explicitly informed tlie Vakeel, as previously 
instructed hy me, that the Governor-General would not permit the 
J/ahore Government to tiifle mth him in a matter of such serious 
importance; that positive information had been received of the 
Lahore army having left the capital towards the frontier, aioiiedb 
with liostile intentions towards the Britisli Government, to which 
course they had been instigated by tJio express and repented ckder.s 
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of tlic Raiice and the chiefs, and that the Governor-General 
expected to receive, wthonl further delay, an answer to the 
political agent’s written remonstrance. !Major Broadfoot then said, 
that he should report to the Governor-General the result of his in- 
terview with the Valceel, and communicate in writing the orders he 
might receive. The Yalccel said very little at this interview; he 
protested that he had done all in his power to procure a reid}' to the 
perwannah ; and on Jilajor Broadfoot’s sa}'ing that we knew posi- 
tively that the Ranee and chiefs had ordered the present movement, 
he said he had no such knowledge. 

"When ]Major Broadfoot reported to me, in the evening, the 
result of this interview, I immediately directed him to address to 
the Vakeel the written communication, a copy of which is inclosed. 

I considered that it was absolutely necessary on my arrival at 
Umhalla, to take decided notice of the extraordinary proceedings 
that had taken place, and were stated to be still in progress. It 
was evident I could not permit the political agent’s communications, 
in the face of what was going on at Lahore, to be treated with dis- 
regard. I took the mildest course in my power,' consistently with 
the dignity, position, and interests of the British Government. I 
purposely left an opening to the Lahore Government to remedy, 
through the Vakeel, the discourtesy it had shown, by affording to 
that Government the facility of making any explanation it might 
desire. The plain construction to be put on the silence of the 
Lahore Government in the reply to the demand for explanation, 
evidently was, that the intentions of that Government were hostile, 
in wliicb I did not deem it expedient to give to that Government 
the leisure to complete their hostile preparations; whilst, on my 
part, I had abstained from making any movement, expressly for the 
purpose of avoiding any jealousy or alarm ; thus affording to the 
Maharaja’s Government the strongest proof of the- good faith and 
forbearance of the British Government. 

' Major Broadfoot entertains the impression that tlie reply to his 
demands had been sent to the Vakeel, and had either been returned 
by bird, 'with a protest (as is, I understand, often done), or was, at 
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the moment of the conference in his possession, but was nithiield 
because the Vakeel was reluctant to deliver so unfriendlj a docu- 
ment. 

However that may be, the perwannah from Major Broadfoot of 
the evening of the 2nd December was received by the Vakeel the 
same night, and with the reception of an acknowledgment of its 
receipt, no further communication has passed between him and 
Major Broadfoot. The Vakeel is not now in the camp. 

I am satisfied that the course I have adopted was imperatively 
required, and before I authorize any precautionary movements to 
be made, I shall give full time for a reply to be received from 
Lahore. 

This morning, news up to the 1st inst. has been received. The 
Ranee and Sirdars are becoming more and more urgent that the 
army should advance to the frontier, beliewng that, in the present 
posture of affairs, the only hope of saving their Jives and prolonging 
■ their power is to be found in bringing about collision with the 
British forces. The Sikh army moves with evident reluctance, and 
is calling for Grolab Sing, who is collecthig forces at Jumboo, and is 
watching the progress of events. 

My mvn impression remains unaltered. I do not expect that 
the troops will come as far as the hanks of the Sutlej, or that any 
positive act of aggression will be committed ; but it is evident tliat 
tbe Ranee and cliiefs are, for their owii preservation, endeavouring 
to raise a storm, which, when raised, they will be powerless cither 
to direct or allay. 

I shall, as I have .before said, await the reply from Lahore to 
Major Broad^oot’s last communication to the Vakeel. 

If the reply from the ostensible G-overnment, acting under the 
control and at the dictation of tbe army, is hostile, I sliall at once 
order up troops from Meerut and other stations to the support of 
our advanced positions, persevering up to the last moment in the 
sincere desire to avoid hostilities. 
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The Govcrnor-Gcncrol to the Secret Covnuitfee. 

Cninp, Fcrori'iKirc, December 31, lSir». 

Since my last despatch to 3 'ou, of the 'llh insl. events of great 
moment have occurred. 

The Sikh arm}', in large numhers commenccRl crossing tiie 
Sutlej on the 11th, and after investing Ferozepore on one side, took 
up an entrenched position at the village of Ferozeshah, about ten 
miles from Fcrozeporc, and about the same distance from the village 
of Moodkee. 

In this camp the enemy had placed lOS pioce.s of cannon, some 
of large calibre, with a force exceeding 50,000 men, for the purpose 
of intercepting the approach of the British force, moving up from 
Umballa, to the relief of Fcrozeporc, which had been thus 
treacherously attacked, witliout provocation or declaration of hos- 
tilities. 

I had ordered on the 8th inst. that portion of our army posted 
at Umballa for defensive purposes, to move up on tlic 1 1 th, and 
after a rapid march of 150 miles, it reached !Moodkcc on the I8tli, 
where, on the evening of the same day, it repulsed an attack of the 
Sikh army, and captured seventeen guns; on the following day the 
army was conceirtrated at Moodkee, and on the 21st moved by its 
left on Ferozepore, and having on the march formed its junction at 
half-past one o’clock with 5,000 men and twenty*onc guns, under 
Major-General Sir John Littler, which had moved from Ferozepore 
that morning, the Commander-in-Chief formed the army in order of 
battle, and attacked the enemy’s entrenched camp; and on that 
evening and the following morning, captured seventy pieces of 
artillery, taking possession of the enemy’s camp, with large quanti- 
ties of ammunition and warlike stores. 

These successful and energetic operations have been followed by 
the retreat of the Sikh army to the other side of the Sutlej, the 
British army being now encamped between Ferozepore and the 
fords of the Sutlej. 

You will not fail to observe that these important and brilliant 
successes have been achieved by that portion of our army posted at 
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and in advance of Umballa, for defensive purposes; and that, our 
forces from !Meerut, and other stations from the rear, ordered to 
move up at the same time, are in reserve, and will reach this neigh- 
houihood between the oth and the 9th of January. 

I have the honour to inclose t%vo reports from the Commander- 
in-Chief, detailing the admirable manner in which these important 
duties have been performed, and I am convinced the Court of 
Directors of the East India Company, in concurrence with her 
il^esty s Government, will highly appreciate the eminent services 
rendered by the Commander-in-Chief, and by the officers, non-com- 
missioned officers, and soldiers of the Indian army. 

The Commander-in-Chief has successfully accomplished every 
object I had directed him to effect for the relief of Eerozepore, and 
the protection of these British states. ISTo accident or frilure has 
occurred during the complicated operations of a combined move- 
ment, and our army, whether for defence or attack, has shown, as 
heretore, that its power is irresistible. 

1 also trausmit a notification which I issued on the 25th inst., 
and a general order, recording the grateful acknowledgements of the 
Indian Government for these important services. 

I now proceed to detail the events which preceded a resort to 
arms, and I am convinced that the forbearance manifested by me in 
aU these transactions will meet with your approval. 

hly previous correspondence will show the extreme anxiety I 
felt to avoid hostilities, by friendly explanations required from the 
Lahore Durbar; and my reluctance to give any cause for jealousy 
or alarm to the Sikh army and Government was so strong, that 
from the 18th of November up to the 8th of December, I deferred 
to make any movement of troops, in the hope of proving the since- 
rity of our professions by the moderation of our actions. This for- 
bearance, carried to the utmost limits which prudence could allow, 
was not appreciated at Lahore. 

In the state of anarchy and uncontrollable power usurped by the 
Sikh army, my reluctance to resent their hostile conduct may hare 
been misunderstood, as the effect of conscious weakness* or of 
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; but Ibc Laliorc Government, tlicrc is every reason to 
believe, was not influenced by any such impressions. 

The Hegent and her advisors courted collision for the purpose of 
employing tlioir unruly soldiers against their friendly neighbour, as 
the safest means of extricating themselves from the personal dangers 
to which the}’’ were constantly exposed ; the Lahore Government 
deceived their arm}’ by false statements of the fidelity of our native 
troops, whom they have in vain attempted to corrupt- by emissaries 
employed by that Government. 

And there is also reason to believe that active intrigues had for 
some time past been resorted to, in order to induce the chiefs of our 
protected Sikh territories to rise in arms against the British power, 
as soon as a Sikh army should cross the Sutlej. 

There was no proof that such a conspiracy existed on the part of 
the leading Sikh chiefs on this side the Sutlej, although in a very 
few instances, where the personal character of the individuals ac- 
counted for the folly of their conduct, there were reasons for believ- 
ing that disaffection did exist, and would be exhibited with activity 
on the first favourable opportunity, and particularly if any reverse 
should attend our arms. 


I. shall have occasion to advert to this subject when I notice the 
proclamation I issued on the 13th instant. 

But I will previously resume the narrative of the daily intelli- 
gence from, Lahore, as aflbrding a connected series of the events 
which have occurred since the 4th of December, when I informed 


you that I had deemed it expedient to desire the Lahore Vakeel to 
leave my camp, in consequence of the disregard shown by his court 
to my political agent’s remonstrance of the 18th of November, and 
of the determination evinced by the Durbar to mthhold all explana- 
tion of their conduct. 

I had ihoved ,with my. camp . on the 6th of December from 
UmbaUa towards Loodiana, peaceably making my progress by the 


route I. had announced, with the intention of visiting the Sikh pro- 
tecte'd states, according to the usual custom of my predecessors, 
in’ cbmihon ■with, the most experienced officers of the Indian 
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Government, I was not of opinion that the Sikh array would cross 
the Sutlej with its infantry ami artillciy, 

I considered it probable that sonic act of aggression would 
be committed b}’ parties of plunderers, for the purpose of com- 
pelling the Britisli Government to interfere, to wliich course the 
Sikh chiefs knew I was most averse; but 1 concuiTed ivith the 
Commandcr-in-Chicf, and the chief sccretaiy to the Government, as 
well as with iny political agent, Major Broadfoot, that offensive 
.operations, on a large scale, would not be resorted to. 

Exclusive of the political reasons which induced me to carrj* my 
forhearanco as far as it was possible, I was confident, from the 
opinions given by the Commander-in-Chief and i\fajor-General 
Sir John Litticr, in command of the forces at FerozcpoiVi that that 
post would resist any attack from the Sikli army, as long as its pro- 
visions lasted ; and that J could at any time relieve it, under 
the ordinary circumstances of an Asiatic array making an irruption 
into our territories, p^o^^ded it had not the means of laying siege to 
the fort and the cntrenclied camp. 

Up to tliis period no act of aggression liad been committed by 
the Sikh army. The Lahore Government had as good a right 
to reinforce their bank of the river Sutlej, as we had to reinforce 
our posts on tliat river. 

The Sikh army had, in 1845 and 1844, moved down -upon the 
river from Lahore, and, after remaining there encamped a few 
weeks, had returned to tlie capital. These reasons, and above all 
my extreme anxiety to avoid hostilities, induced me not to make 
any hasty movement with our army, which when the two, armies 
came into eacli other’s presence, might bring about a collision. ' ' 

The army had, however, been ordered to be in readiness to 
move at the shortest notice ; and, on the 7th and 8tli of JDecember, 
when I lieard from Lahore that preparations were making on 
a large scale for artillery, stores, and all tlie munitions of war, . 

I wrote to the Commander-in-Chief, directing his Excellency on the 
11th, to move up the force from Uinballa, fi'om hleerut, and 
some Other stations in the rear. , 
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Up to this time no infantry or artillery had been re]mrted to have 
left Lahore, nor had a single Sikh soldier erossed the Sntlej. 
Nevertheless, I considered it prudent no longer to delay the forward 
movement of our troops, having given to the Lahore Government 
the most ample time for a reply to our remonstrance. 

On the 9th, at night. Captain Nicolson, the assistant political 
agent at Ferozepore, reported that a portion of the Sikh army had 
approached' within three miles of the river. On the other hand, the 
information received hy Major Broadfoot on that day from Lahore 
was not of a character to make it probable that any Sikh movement 
on a large scale was meditated. 

On the 10th, no intelligence was received from Lahore con- 
firmatory of Capt. Nicolson’s report, and the usual opinion con- 
tinued to prevail that the Sikh armj' would not cross the Sutlej. 

The troops, however, moved on the lOth, 11th, and 12th, in 
pursuance of the orders given on the 7th and 8th; and the whole 
of the forces destined to move tip to the Sutlej were in full march 
on the 12th. 

I did not consider the force moving up irom Uniballa to be 
sufficient to force its way to relieve Ferozepore, if a large Sikh 
army, with a numerous and well-served park of artillery, should 
attempt to intereept it in its approach to Ferozepore, as, in such 
case, it could ■with difficulty receive any aid from that garrison. 
Being some days’ march in advance of the Commander-in-Chief, I 
rode over to Loodiana ; and, ha^^ng inspeeted the fort, the can- 
tonments and the troops, it appeared to me most ad’visable that 
the whole of this force should be moved up wth the Umballa force, 
restricting the defence of Loodiana to the fort, which could be 
securely garrisoned by the more infirm soldiers of the regiments 
at that post, unless attacked by heavy artillery' which was a very 
improbable contingency. 

The risk to be incurred of leaving the town and the canton- 
ments liable to be plundered, was maturely considered, and I had 
no hesitation in incurring that risk to insure the strength and 
sufficienpy of the force which might separately be brought into 
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action witli the whole of the Sikh army. I therefore ordered 

Biigadier Wlteeler to be prepared to inarch at the shortest 
notice. 

The Umballa force, in March, was 7,500 men and 36 guns. 

The Loodiana force amounted to 5^000 men and 12 guns. 

The Commander-in-Chief concurred in these views : and this 
fine body of men, by a rapid march on Busseean, an important 
point, where the roads leading from Umballa and ICur&aul meet, 
formed the advanced column of the nrmy, and secured the supphes 
which had been laid in at Busseean. 

Up to the morning of the l^th, the information from Lahore 
had not materially varied: but, by the reports received on that 
day, tlie general aspect of afiairs appeared more warlike. Still 
no Sikh aggression had been committed, and no artillery had moved 
down to the river. 

On the 13th I first received precise information that the Sikh 
army had crossed the Sutlej, and was concentrating in great force 
on the left bank of the river. 

The Umballa force at that time had been in movement three 
days. On this date I issued the proclamation, a copy of which is 
enclosed. 

On the 14th the British forces moved up by double marches 
on alternate days, and on the 1 8th reached Moodkee, 20 miles 
from Ferozepore, after a march of 21 miles. 

On this day, and at this place, the whole British force was 
concentrated, with the exception of two European and 'two native 
regiments, expected on the following day. ' 

The troops were engaged in cooking their meals, iwhen Major 
Broadfoot received information that the whole Sikh army was in 
full march, with the intention to surprise the camp. The troops 
immediately stood to their arms, and advanced. The result of 
that short, but decisive action, was the signal defeat of. the enemy 
at every point, and the capture of 17 guns, the details of which are 
given in the report of the Commander-in-Chief, lierewith sent. 

The troops returned to their camp at midnight, and halted the lOtli 
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and 20th to refresh the men, to collect the wounded, and bring in 
the captured guns. 

There was no objection to this delay, as it was evident, from 
the preparations and movements of the Sikh army, that its com- 
mander was intent upon intercepting the relieving force, and liad 
no intention of risking an attack against l^erozcpore. 

On the 2lst, the Connnander-in-Chief, having left the baggage 
of the army, the wounded, and the captured guns at ^loodkce, pro- 
tected by two regiments of native infantry, marched at four o’clock 
in the morning by his left, keeping about three or four miles from 
the enemy’s entrenched position at Feroze.shah, in which the 
enemy had placed 108 pieces of cannon, protected by breast- 
works. 

A communication had been made during the preceding niglit 
with Sir John Littler, informing him of the intended line of march, 
and desiring him to move out with such a part of his force as would 
not compromise the safety of his troops and the post. 

At half-past one o’clock the Umballa force, having marched 
across the countr}' disencumbered of every description of baggage, 
except the reserve ammunition, formed its junction with Sir John 
Littler’s force, who had moved out of Ferozepore noth 5,000 men, 
two regiments of cavalry, and 21 field guns. 

This combined operation having been eifected, the Commander- 
in-Chief, with my entire concurrence, made his arrangements for 
-the attack of the enemy’s position at Ferozeshah, about four miles 
distant from the point where oiu' forces had united. 

The British force consisted of 16,700 men, and 69 guns, chiefly 
'horse artillery. 

The Sikh forces varied from '1‘8,000 to 60,000 men, with 103 
pieces of cannon of heavy calibre, in fixed batteries. 

You will observe that every soldier who could be brought into 
our. ranks, had, by these combinations from Umballa and Loo- 
diana to Ferozepore, been rendered available ; that the force was 
most efficient, and, notwithstanding the difficulty of the ground, 
^inteysected with jungle, the vast superiority of the enemy’s well- 
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served artilleiy and the breasfc-works behind which their infantry 
fouglit, that our British force, particularly our infantry, sur- 
mounted every obstacle, capturing that evening and the following 
morning 70 pieces of artilleiy, and the whole ' of the enemy’s 
camp-equipage and militai-y stores. 

I refer to the report of the Commander-in-Chief for the details 
of this brilliant exploit. 

The three attempts of the Sikh army, reinforced- by Tej 
Sings army, to retake their position in the course of the day, 
were unavailing. 

^ The Sikh army then retreated on the fords of the Sutlej, dis- 
heartened by the capture of its artillery, and the severe loss it 
had sustained in killed and wounded, and has since crossed over to 
the other side of the river. 

The force thus promptly brought forward from Umballa to 
the frontier, has proved that it was sufficient for the protective 
object for which it was prepared, to repulse the treachery of the 
Maliarajah’s government, and the arrogance of the Sikh army. 

It has further proved, that the military precautions taken were 
most necessary. It has driven the invading force from our terri- 
tories, and punished the mutinous soldiery of a most unscrupulous 
Government. . , i 

It remains for me to advert to the proclamation, a copy of - 
which* forms an enclosure of this despatch. I have endeavoured, 
in that paper, to give a brief outline of our relations with , the 
Lahore state, and of the circumstances which have preceded the 
present rupture. That this invasion of omr territory by the Sikh, 
army was unprovoked, must be apparent to all ; and I considered 
it right that the forbearance I had shown, with the motives of- 
that forbeai'ance, should be distinctly promulgated. , i 

The caution to the protected chiefs was necessary 57 for, during 
many months past, though no overt, acts of hostility have been com- ' 
mitted, with one exception, there was a feeling very generally pre- 
valent among them favourable to the Lahore Government rather, 
than to ours, which evinced itself in a backwardness to afford 



WAR WITH THE SIKHS. 23 

supplies for our army, and to attend to the requisitions of the 
agency. Tliis, with the exception of the Maharaja of Puteala, 
was the case with perhaps all the chiefs. 

. Immediate measures will he taken for bringing into some order 
and settlement the sta,tes which have been declared confiscated 
on tliis side of the Sutlej, when it is hoped that the advantages of 
the British rule may, by light assessment and judicious arrange- 
ments, he'made apparent to them. 

I have now to conclude this despatch, by expressing my deep 
concern for the loss, in the action of the £lst inst. of that most 
invaluable ofiicer. Major Broadfoot, my political agent for these 
states. He ’ was wounded, and thrown off his horse, at my side, 
but I failed in prevailing on him to retire. He;remounted his 
horse, and, shortly afterwards, received a mortal wound in leading 
on the troops against the battery in our front. I entertained the 
highest opinion of his abilities. He was second to none in this 
accomplished service, in every qualification by which the political 
or military interests of the East India Company could be ad- 
vanced, and I shall be most gratified if, at a season of more 
leisure, some special mark of honour can be conferred, by which 
his great -merits and glorious death may be perpetuated. 

Major Greorge Broadfoot was the last of three brothers, who 
held appointments’ in the Company’s army, and all these have 
fallen' in^ battle in the service of thmr country. 

Captain Nicolson, assistant political agent from Ferbzeporei 
was'als6''kiUed- in the action of thfe 21st inst., and was a most able 
andi^gallanit bfiiceri' ; - 

'Captain Abbott- and Lieutenant Lake, assistants under Major 
'Broadfoot; were -wounded, and have' ever since continued > their 
exertions. ' • ' '' ' ^ 

Captain 'Mills, 'assistant political 'agent at Loodiana, took the 
command of a troop of horse artillery during the action, and has 
subsequently been of ''the greatest use by his intelligence and 
activity;':" 

I' owe great obligations to the chief secretary to the Grovern- 
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ment of India, Frederick Currie, Esq., who has, during all these 
various, and sometimes conflicting, duties, in wHch I have been 
engaged, given me his sound advice and active aid, sometimes 
accompanying me in the field, and at all times evincing the 
coolest judgment, and exhibiting the resources of his experience 
to the great advantage of the Company’s service. 

Mr. Cust, of the civil service, confidential- assistant to Major 
Broadfoot, both in the field and in his own immediate department, 
has shown great intelligence in duties wliich were new to him, and 
I notice liim as a most promising officer. 


PROCLAMATION. 

Camp, Luslikuree Khan-ke-Serai,’” 
December, 13, 1845. 

" The British Government has ever been on terms of friendship 
with that of the Punjaub. 

“ In the year 1809, a treaty of amity and concord was concluded 
between the British Government and the late Maharajah Runjeet 
Singh, the conditions of which have always been faithfully observed 
by the British Government, and were scrupulously fulfilled by the 
late Maharajah. . > . ^ i 

The same friendly relations have been maintained with the 
successors of Runjeet Singh by the British Government up to 'the 
present time. ,r 

“ Since the death of the late Maharajah Shere Singh, the disor- 
ganized state of the Lahore Government has made it incumbent on 
the Governor-General in Council to adopt precautionary measures 
for the protection of the British frontier ; the nature of these mea- 
sures, and the cause of their adoption, were ,at the time fully 
explained to the Lahore Durbar. ~ t , r , ' 

Notwithstanding the disorganized state of the Lahore Govem- 
juent during the last two years, and, many most unfriendly proceed- 
ings on the part of the Durbar, the Governor-General in Council 
has continued to evince his desire to maintain the relations of amity 
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and concord which had SO long existed between the two states, for 
the mutual interests and happiness of both. He has shown on every 
occasion the utmost forbearance, from consideration to the helpless 
state of the infant Maharajah Dhuleep Singh, whom the British 
Grovernment had recognised as the successor to the late Maharajah 
Shere Singh. 

‘'The Governor-General in Council sincerely desii*ed to see 
a strong Sikh Government re-established in the Punjaub, able to 
control its army and to protect its subjects. He had not, up to the 
present moment, abandoned the hope, of seeing that important 
object effected by the patriotic efforts of the Sikhs and people of 
that country. 

“ The Sikh army recently marched from Lahore towards the 
British frontier, as it was alleged by the orders of the Durbar, for 
the purpose of invading the British territory. 

■ “ The Governor-General’s agent, by direction of the Governor- 

General, demanded an explanation of this movement, and no reply 
being returned within a reasonable time, the demand was repeated. 
The/ Governor-General, unwilling to believe in the hostile inten- 
tions of the Sikh ' Government, to which no provocation had been 
given, refrained • from-' taking any measures which might; have a 
tendency to embarrass the Government of the Maha;rajah, i or to 
inducecbllision between- the two states. ' 

' ’-'‘‘^When'-no reply -Ws given -to the repeated demand for expla- 
nation, and while active military preparations were continued at 
Lahore'j-UheVGovefnor^General considered t it necessary to^ order 
the advance bf ' troops' towards the frontier, to reinforce the frontier 

pbst^'''^-'‘- --iS' : .. ■ - -■ , 

note The' Sikh' arniy has now, 'without a shadow, of . provocation, 
invaded' the British territories.-' -i ,, 

“The Governor-General mustj therefore^ 'take' 'measures for 
effectually protectihg' the ’-British ‘prdidncesj t for. vindicating the 
authorily of 'the 'British Government, and- for -punishing the wo- 
la tors of treaties and the disturbers of public peace. ' . 

' ' 'The' Governor-General 'hereby declares the- possessions of 
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Mall araj all Dhuleep Singli, on tlic left or Brilisli banks of the Sutlej, 
confiscated and annexed to tlie British territories. 


.. ‘‘The Governor-General will respect the existing rights of all 
zamindarSj and tenants in the said possessions, who, bv 
the course they now pursue, e\dnce their fidelity to the British 
Government. 

“ The Governor-General hereby calls upon all the chiefs and 
sirdars in the protected territories to co-operate cordially with the 
British Government for the punishment of the common enemy, and 
for the maintenance of order in these states. Those of the cliief? 
•who show alacrity and fidelity in the discharge of this duly, which 
they owe to the protecting power, will find their interests promoted 
thereby; and those who take a contrarj’ course will be treated as 
enemies to the British Government, and will be punished ac- 
cordingly. 

“ The inhabitants of all the territories on the left bank of the 
Sutlej are hereby directed to abide peaceably in their respective 
villages, where they will receive efficient protection by the Britisli 
Government. All parties of men found in armed bands, who can 
give no satisfactory account of their proceedings, will be treated as 
disturbers of the public peace 

“All subjects of tbcBi-itisb Government, and those who po-'-cS': 
estates on both sides of the river Sutlej, wJioby their faithful adhe r- 
ence to the British Government may be liable to sustiiiu .shall 
be indemnified and .secured in all their just rightsandpriviieges. 

“ On the other hand, all subjects of the Briti.sli Govenuiuait 


who shall continue in the .service of the Lahore st.ate, and who 
disobey tlii.s proclamation by not immediately returniu;- to th* 
allegiance, will be liable to liavc their property on this .wile th- 
Sutlcj confiscated, and declared to be aliens and encrriie-i m 
British Govcniment. 

“ By order of the Jligbt lion, the Govcnior-Oem r.d of b-c.tt, 

" F. Crttnit:. 


“ Secrct.ary to the Govenuumt of Inds 
with the Govi rr.»f-{J!-jjf r>'l. , 
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MOODKEE. 

From General Sir Hugh Gough^ Bart., G. C.B., the Commander- 
in- Chief of the Army in India, to the Governor-General of 
India. 

Head Quarters, Army of the Sutlej, Camp Moodkee, Dec. 19, 1845. 

Riglit Honourable Sir, — It would be a superfluous form in me to 
address to you a narrative of tbe campaign whicli has opened against 
tbe Siklis, and tbe successful action of 3 ’^esterday, since you liave in 
person shared tbe dangers and fatigues of our army, and witnessed 
its efforts and privations, but tbat my position at its head renders 
this my duty ; and it is necessary, from that position, I should place 
these events on record, for the information of all Europe as well as 
of all India. 

"you, sir, know, but others have to be told, that the sudden and 
xmprovoked aggression of the Sikhs, by crossing the Sutlej with the 
great proportion of theii* army, with the avowed intention of attack- 
ing Eerozepore in time of profound peace, rendered indispensable, 
on. our side, a series of difficult combinations for the protection 
of our frontier station, so unjustifiably and so unexpectedly 
menaced. 

From the advanced and salient situation of Eerozepore, and 
its vicinity to the Sikh capital, its defence against a sudden 
attack became a difficult operation. It was always possible for the 
Sikh Government to throw a formidable force upon it before one 
sufficiently numerous could on our side be collected to support 
it: but when, upon the 11th instant, it became known 'at Umballa, 
where I had established my head-quarters, that this invasion had 
actually taken place, the efforts to repel ' it followed each other 
in rapid succession notwithstanding I had the fullest confidence 
in Major-General Sir John Littler, commanding at Eerozepore, 
and in the devotedness and gallantry of the troops occupying it. 

The troops from the different stations in the Sirhind division 
were directed to move by forced marches upon Busseean, where, 

j - * Sic in 01 ig. 
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by a most judicious arrangement, you bad directed supplies 
to be collected, Avithin a wonderfully short space of time, 

riie main portion of the force at Loodiana was withdrawn, and 
a garrison thrown into the little fortress there. From this central 
position, already alluded to, both Loodiana and Ferozepore could 
be supported, and the safety of both places might be considered to 
be brought, in some measure, within the scope of the contingencies 
of a general action to be fought for their relief. All . this is soon 
related; but most harassing have been the marches of the troops in 
completing this concentration. Wlien their march had been further 
prolonged to this place, they had moved over a distance of upAvards 
of 150 miles in six days, along roads of heavy sand; their perpetual 
labour alloAving them scarcely time to cook their food, even when 
they received it, and hai’dly an hour for repose, before they were 
called upon for reneAved exertions. 

Wlien our leading corps reached "Wudnee, a small jaghire of the 
late Maharajah Shere Singh, its garrison shut the gates of the fort 
against them ; and, as our battering guns Avere far in the rear, it 
Avas determined to reserve it - for future chastisement, and Ave 
remained content with compelling the village to furnish supplies (it 
could, hoAvever, provide little, except for our overAVorked cattle), 
under pain of enduring a cannonade and assault; this it did Avithout 
the necessity of bring a shot. ‘ 'n - 

When Ave reached TV^udnee, it Avas evident that the force before 
Ferozepore felt the influence of om movements, as Ave heard' that a 
very large portion of that force had been detached to 'oppose' our 
further advance ; their feeling parties retired on the morning of the 
ISth before our cavalry piquets, near the village and 'fort of 

Moodkee. _ ' 

Soon after mid-day, the division under Major-General Sh' Hatry 
Smith, a brigade of that vmder Major-General Sir John M'Caskiil, 
and another of that under Major-General Gilbert, Avith five troops 
of horse artillery, and two light field batteries, under laeut-CoI. 
Brooke, of the horse artillery (Brigadier in command of the artillery 
force), and the cavalry division, consisting of Her Majesty’s- 3rc 
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light dragoons, tlie body guard, 4'tli and 5tb light cavalry, and 9tli 
irregular cavaby, took up their cncanijiing ground in front of 
Moodkee. 

The troops were in a state of great exhaustion, principally from 
the want of water, which was not procurable on the road ; when, 
ahoud three p. m. information was received that the Sikh army was 
advancing ; and the troops had scarcely time to get under anus, and 
move to their positions, when the fact was ascertained. 

1 immediately pushed forward the horse artillery and cavalry, 
directing the infantry, accompanied by the field batteries, to move 
forward in support. We had not proceeded beyond two miles, 
when we found the enem}' in position. The}' were said to consist of 
from fifteen to twenty thousand infantry, about the same force of 
cavalrj', and forty guns. They evidently had either just taken up 
this position, or were advancing in order of battle against us. 

To resist their attack, and to cover the formation of the infantry, 
I advanced the cavalry under Brigadiers White, Gough, and Mac- 
tier, rapidly to the front, in columns of squadrons, and occupied the 
plain. They were speedily follow'cd by the five troops of horse 
artillery, under Brigadier Brooke, who took up a forward position, 
having the cavalry then on his flanks. 

The country is a dead flat, covered at short intervals with a low, 
but, in some places, thick jhow jungle, and dotted ^vith sandy 
hillocks. The enemy screened their infantry and artillery behind 
this jimgle, and such undulations as the ground aflbrded ; and, 
whilst our twelve battalions formed from echellon of brigades into 
line, opened a very severe cannonade upon our advancing troops, 
which was vigorously replied to by the battery of horse artillery 
under Brigadier Brooke, which was soon joined by the two field 
batteries. The rapid and well-directed fire of our artillery appeared 
soon to paralyze that of the enemy ; and, as it was necessary to 
complete our infantry dispositions wthout advancing the artillery 
too near to the jungle, I directed the cavalry under Brigadiers 
White and Gough to make a flank movement on the enemy’s left, 
with awiew of threatening and turning that flank, if possible. With 
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ptaise^rordiv grdlantn-, tie SrS light dragoons, TOth the 2nd 
brigade of cavalrr, consisting of the bodj guard and otk light 
caraln-, with a portion of the 4th lancers, turned the left of the 
Sihh arnjr, and. sweeping along the whole rear of its infantiy and 
guns, silenced for a time the latter, and put their numerous cavalir 
to fiigljt, "Whilst this movement was taking place on the enemv's 
left, I directed the remainder of the 4th lancers, the 9th irregular 
cavalrv-, under Brigadier Wactier, with a h'ght deld hatteij, to 
threaten their right- This manoeuvre was also successful. Tdpd 
not tiic mfantiw rmd guns ot the enemv Been sereenedhvthe junsle. 
these briHiant charges of the cavalry would have been proouctive of 
greater efTect- 

"Vtlien the infantry advanced to the attack. Brigadier Brooke 
rapidir pushed on Ids horse artillery close to the jnngle, and the 
cannonade was resumed on both sides- The infantry under Major- 
Generals Sir Harry Smith, Gilbert, and Sir John il’Caskil], at- 
tacked in echellon of lines the enemy’s infantry- almost invisible 
amongst wood and the approaching darkness of night. The oppo- 
sition of tlie enemv was such as might have been expected from 
troops who had every thing at stake, and who had long vaunted of 
being irresistible. Their ample and extended line, from their great 
superiority of numbers, far outranked ours : but this was counter- 
acted bv the flank movements of our cavalry. The attack of the 
infan trv now commenced: and the roil of fire from this powerful 
arm soon convinced the Sikh army, that they had met with a foe 
thev little expected: and their whole force was driven from positioii 
after position with great slaughter, and the loss of seventeen pieces 
of artiiierr, some of them of heavy calibre ; our infantry, uring that 
never-faiiin'i weapon, the havonet. whenever they stood, Is^igni, 
onlv saved them from worse disaster, for this rfout oonfiict was 
maintamed during an hour and a half of dim starlight, amidst a 
cloud of dost from the sandy plain, which yet more obscured everj 
object, 

I xe^et to say, this galiant and successful attack was attendee 
with considerable loss : the force bivouacked upon the field for 
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some Hours, and only returned to its encampment after ascertaining 
that it Had no enemy before it, and tHat nigHt prevented tHe possi- 
bility of a regular advance in pursuit. 

I beg to congratulate you. Right Honourable Sir, on this first 
defeat of our invaders by the army I Have the Honour to command. 
The perseverance by which success was attained you personally 
witnessed ; and the troops I am sure felt proud of the self-devotion 
with- which their Governor-G-eneral exposed himself to every danger 
amongst them. I before said that our loss has been severe ; it could 
not be I esteemed small if we had no other to record, when I mention 
that, towards the conclusion of the affair, Major-General Sir Robert ■ 
Sale, to whom India and England are so much indebted, had his left 
thigh shattered by a grape shot, and that the wound has since proved 
mortal. Sir John M‘Caskill, an old and valued ofdcer, who has 
done his countiy much good service, received a ball through his 
chest, on the advance of his division, and immediately expired. 
Brigadiers Bolton and Mactier, and Lieut-Colonels Bunbury and 
Byrne, and other valuable officers, are amongst the wounded. 
These losses our country and the service will deplore, but not 
consider ' unavailing, when Eerozepore shall be rescued from the 
invader, 'and the insult to our territory and rule fitly punished. 

I have every reason to be proud of, and gratified -with, the exer- 
tions of the whole of the officers and troops of this army on this 
arduous occasion ; with the conduct and dispositions of the generals 
of ' divisions,- the brigadiers of the several ai’ms, the general, per- 
sonal, • divisional, and brigade staff, and the commanding officers of 
regiments^ ; but this dispatch is necessarily completed in the utmost 
haste, ’and in the midst of most important operations, — I must, 
thereforej reserve to a future opportunity the pleasing task of 
bringing especially and by name to the notice of Government the 
particular merits of individual officers. 

I cannot, however, refrain from expressing my deep sense of 
obhgation to the heads of the two principal departments, — ^Major- 
Genera! Sir James Lumley was unfortunately prevented by severe 
sickne.^s'from taking part in- the active duties of this great crisis, — 



32 ■ 


War with the sikhs. 


Major Grant, Deputy Adjutant General, therefore, supplied his 
place, and it is my duty to say how ably this has been done, and 
how great a loss I have endured by being deprived for the present 
of his services, in consequence of two wounds which he received 
wliile urging on the infantry to the final and decisive attack of the 
enemy’s batteries. Neither must I fail to record the valuable aid 
which has upon this, as on a former campaign, been afforded me 
by the Guarter-master General Lieutenant-Colonel Garden,- his 
departmental arrangements demand my highest commendation. 
Major-General Sir Harry Smith having been appointed to the 
command of a division, the charge of his office as Adjutant-General 
of Her Majesty’s Forces devolved upon Lieutenant-Colonel Bair, 
who, not only in the performance of these duties, but in eveiy way 
in which assistance can be rendered in active operations, has been 
to me a most valuable staff officer. 

I have to thank you. Right honourable Sir, for having placed 
at my disposal the services of the officers of your staff, and to thank 
them for the valuable assistance they afforded me on this arduous 
day. dt shall be my pleasing duty to 'mention them individually, 
with the officers of my own personal staff, in the recommendation 
list I shall have the honour of forwarding, at an early date to 
Government. I have, &c. ' 

' H. Gough, General, Commander-in-Chief., 


Return of the Killed and Wounded of the Army of the Stiflcj, under 
the Command of His Excellency General Sir Hugh Gough, 
G,C.B. Commander-in-Chief, in the Action fought ai Moodhee, 
on the I3th of Decemher, 1845. 

I Camp, Sultan Khan Wnllnli, Dec. 2G, 1815. 

Personal Staff— 2 officers killed ; 2 officers wounded. 

General Staff—l officer killed ; 1 officer wounded. 
Artillery'Division— 2 officers, 4 serjeants, IS rank and file, S 
syces and grasscutters, 3 syce drivers, 45 horses, killed ; 4 ofiiccrs, 

1 native officer, 2 seijeants, 22 syces and grasscutters, 1 1 lascais 

2 syce drivers, V syces, 25 horses, wounded. < 
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Cavalry Di^ision — 3 officers, 6 serjeants or Imvildars, 1 trum- 
peter, 71 rank and file, 164' horses, killed ; 9 officers, 1 native 
officer, 6 seijeants or haAnldars, 1 trumpeter, 70 rank and file, 63 
horses, wounded. 

Isl Infantry Division — 4' officers, 1 native officer, 4> serjeants or 
havildars, 69 rank and file, killed ; 18 officers, 2 native officers, 20 
seijeants or havildars, 299 rank and file, 4' horses, wounded. 

2d Infantry Division — 1 native officer, 17 rank and file, 1 horse, 
killed; 4 officers, 5 native officers, 10 serjeants or hawldars, 81 rank 
and file, wounded. 

3rd Infantry Division — 1 officer, 1 serjeant or havildar, 6 rank 
and file, killed ; 1 officer, 4 serjeants or havildars, 73 rank, and 
1 lascar, wounded. — Total — 13 officers, 2 native officers, 15 ser- 
jeants or havildars, 1 trumpeter, 176 rank and file, 5 syces and 
grasscutters, 3 syce drivers, 210 horses, killed ; 39 officers, 9 native 
officers, 42 serjeants or havildars, 1 trumpeter, Si'S rank and file, 
12 lascars, 2 'syce drivers, 7 syces, 92 horses, wounded, 

Em’opean officers, 13 ; native officers, 2 ; non-commissioned 
officers, drummers, rank and file, 192; syces, &c. 8; killed. — 
Grand total, 215. 

European officers, 39; native officers, 9; non-commissioned 
officers, drummers, rank and file, 588 ; syces, &c. 21 ; wounded. — 
Grand total, 657. 

Grand total of all the ranks, killed and wounded, 872. 

V Xisi of Officers Killed and Wounded. 

Head Quarters’ Stafi" — Major General Sir R. H. Sale, G.C.B. 
Quartermaster General Queen’s troops, killed ; Major W. R. 
Herries, A.D.C. to the Governor-General, killed; Capt. J. Munro, 
killed. Major , P. Grant, Deputy Adjutant-General of the army, 
dangerously wounded; Captain G;. E. Hillier, A.D.C. to the 
GoyeniorTGeneral severely wounded; Captain H. B. Edwardes, 
A.D.C. to the Commander-in-Chief, slightly wounded. 

, , , ^tillery . Division. — Captain Jasper Trower, killed ; First 
Lieutepant R. Pollock, killed. Captain F. Dash wood, severely 

F 
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toounded, since dead; First Lieutenant C. Y. Oox, sligLtlr wounded ; 
First Lieutenant C. A. Wlieelwrightj wounded} First Lieutenant 
C. A. Bowicj slightly wounded. 

Cavalry Division Staff — Brigadier hlactier, severely } 

Brevet Captain and Brigade Major T. L. Harrington, severely; 
Volunteer Mr. A. Alexander, A.D.C. to Brigadier Gougli, severely. 

Her Majesty's 3d Light Dragoons.—Brevet Captain G. Hew- 
ton, hilled ; Cornet E. TV^orley, killed. Lieutenant S. Fisher, 
severely wounded ; Lieutenant E. G. Sivinton, severely wounded ; 
Lieutenant E. B. Cureton, severely wounded. 

Governor General’s Body Guard — ^Lieutenant W. Fisher, 
killed. Brevet Captain C. D. Dawkins, severely wounded ; 
Lieutenant G. H, Taylor, very severely wounded. 

5tli Light Cavalry — jMajor Alexander, slightly ; Lieutenant B. 
Christie, slightly. 

First Diwsion of Infantiy. — ^Divisional and Brigade Stuff- 
Captain Van Homrigh, 48th H. I. Acting A.D.C., killed. Briga- 
dier S. Bolton, C.B. dangerously wounded; Brigadier H. M. 
Wheeler, , C.B. severely wounded; Captain E. Lugard, Deputy 
Assistant Adjutant-General, slightly wounded ; Lieutenant Hicolls, 
Engineers, Acting A.D.C. severely wounded. ' 

First Brigade, — H. M’s 3Ist Foot. — Lieutenant H. W. Hart, 
MUed. Lieutenant Colonel J. Byrne, severely wo imded: Captain 
W. 'Willes, dangerously wounded ; Captain T. Bulkeley, danger- 
ously , wounded ; Captain. G. D. Young,- dangerously— wounded ; 
Lieutenant J. L. B. Pollard, slightly wounded; Lieutenant L 
Brenchley, moTtally icounded, since dead ; Assistant Surgeon B. 

B. Gnhan, Qtli Foot, dangerously wounded. 

47th Native Infantry — Lieutenant J. F. Fogson, danger- 
ously. 

Second Brigade — ^H. M.’s 50th Foot — Assistant Surgeon A. 
Graydon, killed. Captain H. Needham, severely wounded; 
Lieutenant W. S. Carter, slightly wounded; Lieutenant .T. C. 
Bishop, severely wounded; Lieutenant B. E. De Montmorency, 
severe contusion : Lieutenant C. E. Young, severely wounded. 
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4‘2d N, Liglit Infantry — Lieutenant J. Spence, Idlled. Ensign 
E. Van H. Holt, slightly wounded. 

Second Infantry .Division — Dmsional and Brigade Staff — 
Major R. Codrington, Assistant Quartermaster-General, severely 
wounded. 

Second N. Grenadiers — Captain T. W. Bolton, severely 
wounded. Captain J. Gifford, severel}'^ wounded ; Ensign A. D. 
"Warden, severe contusion. 

Third Infantry Division — Dmsional and Brigade Staff — Major 
General Sir J. M'Casldll, K.C.B. and K.H. Idlled. 

Fifth Brigade. — H. M.’s 9th Foot — ^Ensign J. Hanham, 
slightly wounded. 

Sixth Brigade — H. M.’s 80th Foot — Lieutenant-Colonel T. 
Bunbury, slightly wounded. 

P. Grant, Major, Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army. 

Return of Ordnance captured from Sikh Army, at the Battle 
of Moodkee, on the 18th of December, 1845, by the Army of 
Sutlej, under the Command of His Excellency Sir Hugh 
Gough, G.C.B. Commander-in-Chief. 
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, Remarks. — The number of guns captured, 15. It was impos- 
sible to, compute the quantity of metal in these guns, but it was 
evident that they were much heavier than those of a similar calibre 
in the Bengal artillery. i 

The carriages were all in good repair, with the exception of 
one or two struck by our shot. The whole were destroyed, and 
the ^ns left in the fort of Moodkee. 

IFour more guns reported to have been dismounted by the.men 
of the horse> artillery, and left on the field from want of means • to 
bring them away.. Geo. Brooke, Brigadier,’ 

Commanding Artillery, Army of the Sutlej- 
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FEROZESHAH. 

From IFs Fxcellcnct/ the Commandcr-in-Chhf to the Jiiffht Eon- 
oiirahle the Gorernor-Crcncral of Tndia, 

Cnnip Ferozeishali, December 22, 1S4S. 

Riglit Honourable Sir, — I have again to congratulate you outlie 
success of our arms. A grand battle has been fought asfainst the 
Sikh army at this place, and by the blessing of Dinne Providence 
victory has been won, by the valour of our troops, against odds and 
under circumstances which will render this action one of the most 
memorable in the page of Indian history. 

After the combat of the ISlh at Moodkee, information Avas 
received the following day that the. enemy, in increased numbers, 
were moAung on to attack us. A line of defence Avas taken up in 
advance of our encampment, and dispositions made to repel-assault, 
but the day A\-ore aAA'ay Avithout their appearing, and at night Ave had 
the satisfaction of being reinforced by her ^lajesty's 29th foot, and 
the East India Company’s 1st European h'ght iiifimtry, AAith our 
small diA'ision of heaAy guns. 

I must here allude to a circumstance most favourable to our 
eftbrts in the field. On this evening, in addition to the An- 
luable counsel with AA'hich you had in every emergency before 
favoured me, you Avere pleased yet further to strengthen my 
hands by kindly ofieilng your^ serA'ices as second in command in 
ny armj-. I need hardly say AA'ith hoAV much pleasure the ofler 
AA-as accepted. 

On the morning of the 21st the ofiensive was resumed, our 
columns of all arms debouched four miles on the road to Ferosesliali, 
Avhere it Avas known that tlie enemy, posted in great force, and with 
a most formidable artillery, had remained since the action of the 
ISth, incessantly employed in entrenching his position. Instead of 
advancing to the direct attack of their formidable Avorks, our force 
manceuATed to their right: the second and fomrth divisions of 
infantry, in front, supported by the first division and cavalry in 
second line, continued to defile for some time out of cannon shot 
between the Sikhs and Ferozepore. The desired effect atos not 
long delayed, a cloud of dust aa'us seen on our left, and, according to 
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the instructions sent him on the preceding evening, Major-Grcncral 
Sir John Littler, with Ms division, availing himself of the offered 
opportunity, was discovered in full march to nnite his force with 
mine. This junction was soon effected, and thus was accomplished 
one of the great objects of all our liai-assing marches and privations, 
in the relief of this division of our army from the blockade of 
numerous forces by which it was surrounded. 

Dispositions were now made for an united attack on the enemy’s 
entrenched camp. We found it to be a parallelogram of about a 
mile in length, and half a mile in breadth, including within its area 
the strong village of Ferozeshah; the shorter sides looking towards 
the Sutlej and Moodkee, and the longer towards Ferozepore and 
the open country. We moved against the last-named face, the 
ground in front of which was like the Sikh position in Moodkee, 
covered with low jungle. 

The divisions of Major-General Sir John Littler, Brigadier 
Wallace (who had succeeded Major-General Sir John M'Caskill), 
and Major-General Gilbert, deployed into line, having in the centre 
our whole force of artillery, with the exception of tMee troops of 
horse artillery, one on either flank and one in support, to be moved 
as occasion required. Major-General Sir Harry Smith’s division, 
and our small cavalry force, moved in second line, having a brigade 
in reserve to cover each wing. 

I should here observe, that I committed the charge and direc- 
tion of the left wing to Lieutenant-General Sir Henry Hardinge, 
while 1 personally conducted the right. 

A very heavy cannonade was opened by the enemy, who had 
dispersed over their position upwards of one hmidred guns, more 
than forty of which were of battering calibre ; these kept up a heavy 
and well-directed fire, which the practice of our far less numerous 
artillery, of much lighter metal, checked in some degree, but could 
not silence ; finally, in the face of a storm of shot and shell, our 
infantry advanced and carried these formidable entrenchments ; they 
threw themselves upon the guns, and with matchless gallantry 
wrestod them from the enemy ; but, when the batteries were par- 



38 


WAR WITH THE SIKHS. 


tiaUy within our grasp, our soldiery had to face such a &e of 
musketry from the Sikh infantry, arrayed behind their guns, that, 
in spite of their most heroic efforts, a portion only of the entrench- 
ment could be carried. Night feU while the conflict was everywhere 
raging. 

^ Although I now brought up Major-General Sir Harry Smith’s 
division, and he captured and long retained another point of the 
position, and Her Majesty’s 3rd light dragoons charged' and took 
some of the most formidable batteries, yet the enemy remanied in 
possession of a considerale portion of the great quadrangle, whilst 
our troops, intermingled with theirs, kept possession of the remainder, 
and finally bivouacked upon it, exhausted by their gallant efforts, 
greatly reduced in numbers, and suffering extremely from thirst, 
yet animated by an indomitable spirit, in this state of things the 
long night wore away. 

Near the middle of it, one of their heavy guns was advanced and 
played with deadly effect upon our troops. Lieutenant-General 
Sir Henry Hardinge immediately formed Her Majesty’s 80th foot 
and the 1st European light infantry. They were led to the attack 
by their commanding officers, and animated in their exertions by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Wood (Aid-de-Camp to the Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral), -who was wounded in the outset, the 80th captured the gtm, 
and the enemy, dismayed by this counter-check, did not venture to 
press on further. During the whole night, however, they continued 
to harass our troops by fire of artillery, wherever moonlight dis- 
covered our position. 

But, .with daylight of the ^2nd, came retribution. Our infantry 
formed line, supported on both flanks by horse artillery, whilst a 
fire was opened firom our centre by such of our heavy guns . as 
remained effective, aided by a flight of rockets. A masked battery 
played with great effect upon this point, dismounting our pieces, 
and blowing up our tumbrils. At this moment Lieutenant-General 
Sir Henry Hardinge placed liimself at the head of tlie left, whilst 1 
rode at the head of the right wing. Our line advanced, and, un- 
checked by the enemy’s fire, drove them rapidly out of the village 
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of Fevozesliali and tlieir encampment ; tlien, changing front to its 
left, on its centre, our force continued to sweep the camp, beai’ing 
down all opposition, and dislodged tlie enemy from tlieir whole 
position. The line then halted, as if on a day of manceuvre, 
receiving its two leaders as they rode along its front with a gratify- 
ing cheer, and displaying the captured standards of the Khalsa 
army. We had taken upwards of seventy-three pieces of cannon, 
and were masters of the Avhole field. 

Tlie force assumed a position on the ground which it had won, 
hut even here its labours were not to cease. In the course of two 
hours, Sirdar Tej Sing, who had commanded in the last great 
battle, brought up from the vicinitj' of Ferozepore fresh battalions 
and a large field of artiller}', supported by thirty thousand Ghorc- 
purras, hitherto encamped near the river. He drove in our cavahy 
parties, and made strenuous efforts to regain the position at Feroze- 
shah. This attempt was defeated; but its failure had scarcely 
become manifest, when the Sirdar renewed the contest with more 
troops and a large artillery. He commenced by a combination 
against our left flank ; and, when this was fi’ustrated, made such a 
demonstration against the captured village, as compelled us to 
change our whole front to the right. His guns, during this ma- 
noeuvre, maintained an incessant fire, whilst our artillery ammu- 
nition being completely expended in these protracted combats, we 
were unable to answer him with a single shot. 

I now directed our almost exhausted cavalry to threaten both 
flanks at once, preparing the infantry to advance in support, which 
apparently caused him suddenly to cease his Are, and to abandon 
the field. * 

"For twenty-four hours not a Sikh has appeared in our front. 
The remains of the Khalsa army are said to be in full retreat across 
the Sutlej, at Nuggurputhur and Tilla, or marching up its left 
bank towards Hurreekeeputhur, in the greatest confusion and 
dismay. Of their chiefs, Bahudur Sing is killed ; Lai Sing said to 
be Wounded Mehtab Sing, Adjoodhia Pershad, and Tej Sing, the 
late governor of Peshawur, have fled with precipitation. Their 
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camp is tl)c scene of tJie most awful carnage, and they have aban- 
doned largo stores of grain, camp equipage, and ammunition.' 

TJuis has apparently terminated tliis unprovoked and criminal 
invasion of tlie peaceful provinces under British protection. 

On the conclusion of such a narrative as I have given, it is 
surely superiluous in me to say, that 1 am, and shall be to the last 
moment of my existence, proud of the army which I -had the 
honour to command on tiie 21st and 22nd instant. To theirgallant 
exertions X owe the satisfaction of seeing such a victoiy achieved, 
and the glory of having my name associated with it. 

Ihe Joss of this army has been heavy: bow could a hope be 
formed that it should be otherwise. Witlnn thirty hours this force 
stormed an entrenched camp, fought a general action, and sustained 
two considerable combats with the enemy. Within four days it has 
dislodged from their positions, on the left bank of the Sutlej, 
60,000 Sikh soldiers, supported by upwards of 150 pieces of cannon, 
108 of which the enemy acknowledge to have lost, and ninety-one 
of which are in our possession. , 

In addition to our losses in the battle, the captured camp was 
found to be 'everywhere protected , by charged mines,, by the suc- 
cessive spring of which many brave officers and -men have been 

destroyed. ' . , \ > 

I must bear testimony to the valour displayed in these actions by 
the whole of the regiments of Her Majesty’s service employed, and 
the East India Company’s 1st European light infanty : the native 
force seconded in a most spirited manner their gallant conduct, r. 

To Lieutenant-General Sir Hemy Hardinge, -my 'second" in 
command, my warmest thanks are due, not only for his personal 
exertions, which were conspicuous to all, but for, the able -assistance 
be afforded me tlirougb aU the eventful scenes of this well-fought 
action. To the general and my personal staff, I. feel' dee^y in- 
debted for their unceasing exertions. Major-Generals Sir any 
Smith, Gilbert, and Sir John Littler, and Brigadier Wallace (who 
nobly fell in the hour of victory), fully realized the high expec a 
tions I had formed of their conduct as leaders of divisions. . 
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With the brigadiers, the commandant of artillery, and the chief 
engineer, the commanding officer of regiments, and with the depart- 
mental staff, I was also greatly pleased ; their exertions were most 
unremitting, and highly praiseworthy. 

The reports I have received from the Generals of divisions of 
Infantry, the Brigadiers of Cavalry, and the Commandant of Artil- 
lery, speak in the highest terms of their respective staff ; and it is 
my intention, as soon as possible, to forward to you. Right honour- 
able Sir, a list containing the names of the officers I have just 
enumerated, together with the names of all those who appear to me 
especially to merit approbation and favour. 

The hurried manner in which I am forced to collect information, 
and prepare these numerous details, may, I fear, cause the omission 
of the names of some officers well deserving of notice ; but I shall 
not fail to send in a supplementary list when I can assure myself of 
their individual merits, as it would be most painful to me to feel 
that I had not done justice to any one of the brave men who shared 
with me the glories and dangers of this arduous conflict. 

I beg now to mention the conduct of an illustrious noblemen. 
Count Ravensburg, who, with the officers of his suite. Counts 
Greuben and Oriola, did us the honour to accompany the force 
during our operations. They were present at Moodkee, and in 
this great battle. It is with the greatest pleasure and sincerity I 
can bear my testimony to their gallant conduct on these occasions, 
worthy of the high reputation in arms of their countrymen, and of 
the great ancestor of one of them. I lament to add, that Dr. Hoff- 
meister, the medical attendant on the Cormt, was killed in the 
action of the 21st instant. 

Tdiercwith enclose the report of Lieutenant-General the Right 
Honourable Sir H. Hardinge, second in command. I have the 
honour to be, &c. H. Gough, General, 

Coramander-in-Cbief, East Indies. 


G 
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Hciimi of Killed and Wounded of the Army of Ihe Sutlej, vuder the 
Command of His Excellency General Kir JTuyh Gcutfi,]hrl. 
G. a B. Commander in Chief in the Actions fonyfii nvar Eero, 
zeshah, on the 2k/ and 22nd of Decemher, 1835." 

Camp, Sultan Khan Wr.lla, December 2r, IS 15. 

Staff— I European officer killed; S European oflicors wouiulcd. 

Artillery Division— 2 European officers, 2 native officers, 1 scr- 
jeant, 26 rank and file, 4 lascars, 4- syce drivers, 2 syce "nissciutet?, 
IIS regimental horses, killed; 4 European officers, 2 xravnut 
oflicers, 10 serjeants, 61 rank and file, 7 la.scars, 2 syce drivers, 2 
syce grasscutters, 75 regimental horses, tvoinuled. 

Cavalr}' — S European officers, 2 native ofCiccrs, -1 hn viJdars, 

1 trumpeter, 7S rank and file, 9 officers’ chargers, 1G:> regiim’TU.il 
horses, Icilled; 9 European officers, 2 native oflicer.':, 1 warrant oni- 
ccr, 9 havildars, 1S3 rank and file, 2 officers’ chargers, 112 regi- 
mental horses, wounded. 


1st Infantry — d' European officers, 6 native officers, .7 Serjeant's 
or havildars, 1 drummer, 119 rank and file, 9 offirei-s’ charger.*, 
killed; 19 European officers, 21 serjeants or havildars, 8 druimmrs, 
399 rank and file, 2 officers’ charger.s, wounded. 

2nd Infantry — S European officers, 3 native officers, G serje.mt^ 
or havildars, 150 rank and file, 6 officers' chargers, kilted; Id I'.nro* 
pean officers, 9 native officers, 2G serjeants or havildars, S tinmnnrr', 
665 rank and file, 2 officoi-s' chargev.s, wounded. 

3rd Infantry — II European officers. 1 native officer, 2 
or linviUlars, 2 drummers, III rank and file, 2 ofriccr2 rh.ug r, 
killed; 9 European officers, 2 native officers, 16 serjeutt*. or li-ni!- 
dars, 2 drummer.^, 615 rank and file, 1 l.a,''Car, wojnnit-d. 

■1th Infantry — S Europc.nn officer.'!, 6 native ofiic' T , 9 
or havildars, 115 rank and file, Tofficers' charger*-, kiihtl; 21 l-'-'r- • 
pean officers, otjntSve officers 20. '■erje.-tnl*'' or havihl.ar*, .tdrv.Tr.m 
626 rank and file, notuuled. 

Ckand Total— 67 Eijrope.an offie-'n-, 17 n.itne offir r, 27 - 
ieants or linviidans 4 tnnnjH-t«r-! or druuini>-r.., o.id t.'.r.v. ."C^. f . 
lascars, -1 -svee driwrs, 2 s>ce gr.L'.-rcJtr !r. 6.» tc-u'-:-, 



WAR WITH THE SIKHS. 


43 


281 regimental horses, killed; 78 European officers, 18 native offi- 
cers 3 warrant officers, 99 serjeants or havildars, 23 trumpeters or 
drummers, 1,496 rank and file, 8 lascars, 2 syce drivers, 2 syce grass- 
cutters, 6 officers’ chargers, 187 regimental horses, wounded. 


Names of Officers Killed and Wounded. 

Personal Stafi". — Lieutenant-Colonel R. B. Wood, Aide-de- 
Camp to the Right Honourable the Governor-General, severely 
wounded; Lieutenant F. P. Haines, Aide-de-Camp to his Excel- 
lency the Commander-in-Chief, severely ditto. 

General Stafi*. — Major A. W. Fitzroy Somerset, Military Se- 
cretary to the Right Hon. the Governor-General, mortally do., 
since dead; Brevet Captain W. Hore, Officiating Deputy Secretary 
to Government, killed. 

Artillery Division, Divisional Staff*. — Captain W. K. Warner, 
Commissary of Ordnance, slightly wounded. 

•Brigade Staff*. — Captain M. Mackenzie, Major of Brigade, 
slightly wounded. 

2nd Troop, 1st Brigade, Horse Artillery. — Captain E. D. A. 
Todd, killed. 

1 st Troop, 3rd Brigade, Horse Artillery. — 1st Lieutenant R. 
M. Paton, slightly wounded. 

3rd- Troop, 3rd Brigade, Horse Artillery. — 1st Lieutenant P. 
C. Lambert, killed. 

3rd Company, 4th Battalion. — 1st Lieutenant E. Atlay, slightly 
wounded 

Cavalry 'Division. 

Divisional Staff* — Lieutenant-Colon el D. Harriott, Commandant, 
slightly wounded ; Captain C. F. Havelock, H.M. 9th Foot, D. A. 
Quarter Master General, wounded. 

Brigade Staff — ^Lieutenant-Colonel M. White, C.B., com- 
manding 1st Brigade, slightly wounded. 

H.M. 3vd Light Dragoons — Brevet Captain J. E. Codd, killed ; 
Cornet H. Ellis, ditto ; Cornet G. W. K. Bruce, H.M. 16th, ditto ; 
Major •C. W. M. Balders, slightly wounded ; Lieutenant H. C. 
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Morgan, severely wounded ; Lieutenant J. G. A. Burton, slightly 
wounded; Comet W. H. Orme, severely wounded ; Cornet Lieu- 
tenant J. D. White, slightly wounded ; Cornet J. Rathwell, ditto. 

Isi Division of Infantry. 

Divisional Staff— Captain E. Lugard, D. A. A. G., wounded ; 
Lieutenant A. «T , Galloway, D. A. Q. M. G., ditto ; Lieutenant 
E. A. Holditch, A. D. C., ditto. 

H.M, 31st Foot — Lieutenant J. L. R. Pollard, killed; Lieu- 
tenant and Adjutant W. Bernard, ditto. Major, G. Baldwin, 
severely wounded: Lieutenant T. H. Plaskett, severely wounded ; 
Lieutenant A. Pillcington, ditto ; Ensign J. Paul, slightly wounded ; 
Ensign H. P. Hutton, ditto. 

H.M. 50th Foot — Captain W. Knowles, wounded; Lieutenant 
C. A. Mount, ditto; Lieutenant E. J. Chambers, ditto; Lieutenant 
R. M. Bames, ditto ; Ensign A. White, ditto ; Lieutenant and 
Adjutant E. C. Mullen, ditto. 

24'th Regiment IS! . I. — Brevet Major J. Griffin, Idlled; Ensign 
E. A. Grubb, wounded. , < 

42nd Light Infantry — Lieutenant J. G. WoUen, killed; -Lieu- 
tenant Adjutant C. W. Pord, wounded: Ensign J, Wardlaw, do; 

48th Regiment N.I' — Lieutenant E. W., Litchford, slightly 
wounded ; Lieut. R. C. Taylor, do. , , 

. ' rVi 

9,nd Division of Infantry. -, 5 - 

Brigade Staff — Lieutenant Colonel C. C. Taylor, Brigadier, 
wounded ; Captain J. O. Lucas, Major of Brigade, killed ; Captain 
J. H. Burnet, 16th N. I., do. ' 

H.M. 29th Foot. — Captain G. Molle, killed; Lieutenant A. A. 
Simmons, ditto; Major G. Congreve, wounded;_Capt. A. St. G. H. 
Stepney, ditto. , , ^ • 

1st Euro. Lt. Inf.— Captain T. Box, killed ; Ensign, P.[Moxon, 
ditto; Captain C. ^Clark, severely wounded ; Captam B. Kendall, 
dangerously ditto ; Lieutenant C. T. Beatson, 1 4th N. I. Officiating 
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Interpreter, severely ditto ; Lieutenant R. W.- H. Fansliawe, 
sliglitly ditto ; Ensign E. O. Salusbury, severely ditto ; Ensign C. R. 
Wreford, slightly ditto. 

2nd regiment N'.I., Grenadiers — Ensign G. A. Armstrong, killed. 
Capt. T. W. Bolton, severely wounded 5 Ensign W. S. R. Hodson, 
lightly ditto. ’ . 

16th regiment N.I., Grenadiers — Major L. R. Hull, killed; En- 
sign J. J. G’Bryen, shghtly wounded. . 

45th regiment N.I. — Lieutenant C. V. Hamilton, wounded. 


Srd Division of Inf antry . 

. Brigade Staff — Lieutenant-Colonel N. Wallace, Brigadier, killed. 

H.M. 9th Foot — Lieutenant-Colonel A. B. Taylor, killed ; 
Captain J. Dunne, ditto; Captain J. F. Field, ditto; Captain A. 
Barton, severely wounded; Lieut.' A. Taylor, severely wounded ; 
Lieutenant J. U. Vigors, slightly wounded; Lieutenant F. Siev- 
wright, dangerously wounded; Lieutenant W. G. Cassidy, dan- 
gerously wounded ; Ensign W. H. Forster contused. 

H.M 80th Foot — Captain A. D. W. Best, killed; Captain R. 
Scheherras, ditto : Lieutenant R. B. Warren, ditto; Lieutenant 
G. C. G; Bythesea, ditto’ ; Major R. A. Lockhart, wounded ; Brevet 
.Capti S. Fraser, since dead; Lieutehant M. D. Freeman, wounded. 

26th Light Infantry, N. I. — Lieutenant Gi A. Groly, ' killed ; 
Lieutenant A. C. Eatwell, ditto. 

73d Regiment, N;Ii— -Captain R. M. Hunter, killed. 


\ / h:Ath Division of Infantry.' ■ - 

Divisional Staff — Lieutenant Harvey, Aide-de-caihp, killed; 
Captaiii'L'FiEgert6hyD.A'.Q,'.M.G., wounded. ' ’ 

Brigade Staff— Gaptaiii/ C. F; J. Burnet Major of Brigade, 
slightly wounded ; Lieutenant-Colonel T. Reed, slightly ditto. 
'‘HiMs‘’62hd' Foot— Captain ’G^^ H.' "Clarke ‘killed ;' Captain H. 
■ W^lls,' ditto ; vLieutenarit”T. ' Scott, ditto ; Lieutehant W. 
'M'Nair*,-; ditto Lieutenant' R. ' Gruhhihs7 ' ditto ';' Lieut’enaht' M. 
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KeHy, ditto ; Lieutenant and Adjutant G. Sims, ditto ; Major W. 
T. Shortt, slightly -n-ounded; Captain S. W. Graves, hadlv 
ditto; Captain C. W Sibley, ditto; Captain L. G. A. Darroch, 
slightly ditto ; Lieutenant M. J. Gregorson, badly ditto ; Lieu- 
tenant W. L. Ingall, slightly ditto ; Lieutenant A. S. Craig, se- 
verely ditto ; Ensign C. Roberts, ditto ; Ensign J. M. M. Hewett, 
slightly ditto. 

12th Regiment Native Infantry.— Lieutenant-Colonel L. Bruce, 
very severely wounded ; Captain B. Holmes, severely ditto ; 
Lieutenant C. B. TuUoch, very severely ditto ; Ensign J. H. C. 
Ewart, slightly ditto. 

14th Regiment Native Infantry. — Captain 'W'. Strutbers, shgiitly 
woimded; Bt. Captain C. G. Walsh, ditto; Lieutenant A. O. 
Wood, severely ditto ; Lieutenant I. H. H. LuHn, slightly ditto ; 
Ensign G. Weld, severely ditto. P. Grant, Major, 

Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army. 


Killed . — Emropean officers, 37 ; Native ditto, 17 ; Non-commis- 
sioned, drummers, rank and file, 630 ; Syces, drivers, &c, 10 ; 
total, 694. 

Wounded . — ^European officers, 78 ; Native ditto, 18; Non-com- 
missioned, drummers, rank and file, 1,610 ; Syces, drivers, &c., 12 ; 
Warrant-officers, 3 ; total, 1,721. 

Grand total of all ranks, killed and wounded, 2,415. 


Return of Ordnance captured during the Action of (he 2L/’ and 

22nd insia7it. 


Howitzer 

ditto 

ditto 

Guns 

ditto 


Camp, Ferozeshab, 27tl! December, 1815. 


42-pounder 

No. 

1 

j Guns 

brass 24-pourider 

i 

1 ditto 

1 

ditto 9-pounder 

1 

ditto 

. I8-pounder 


ditto 

. 12-pounder 

1 ! 

ditto 


Kc. 

. 9-pounclcr 10 

, S-pounder 

T-pountlcr 1 
G-potimlcr 1 
brass 32-pouncItr 1 
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Guns 

brass 24<-pounder 

No. 

1 

Guns 

No. 

brass 7-pounder 2 

ditto . 

. ditto 18-pounder 

2 

ditto 

ditto 6-pounder 

1 

ditto 

ditto 15-pounder 

1 

ditto 

ditto 3-pounder 

6 

ditto 

ditto 12-pounder 

3 

ditto 

iron 3-pounder 

1 

ditto 

ditto 11-puunder 

1 

ditto 

ditto 6-pounder 

5 

ditto 

ditto 10-pounder 

4' 

Mortar 

brass 10-inch shell 

1 

ditto 

ditto 9-pounder 

8 

ditto 

ditto 24-pounder 

1 

■ ditto 

ditto 8-poUnder 

9 



- 


Many of these guns have long Persian inscriptions on them, and 
very old dates ; some are highly ornamented, carriages in^ good 
repair, and closely assimilating to those in use with the Bengal 
Artillery^ the whole well fitted for post guns ; the metal in these 
guns is much heavier than those of a similar calibre in use with 
the Bengal. Artillery. 

.Two more guns were discovered at Sooltan-Khan Wallah, of 
which no return has yet been received. 

W. K. Warner, Lt. and Bt.-Captn., 

Commissary of Ordnance. 

M. Me Kenzie, Bt.-Captn. Brigade-Major Artr. 

Army of the Sutlej. 

Geo. G, Denniss, Brigadier of Boot Artillery, 

; . Army- of the Sutlej. 

George Brooke, Brigadier Commdg. Artillery, 

Army of the Sutlej. 
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From Lieutenant-General Sir Hervi'y 'lSardinge, G. C.B., to Eis 
FscceUency General- Sir Hugh Goughs Hart., G. C.'B., Com- 
mander 4n- Chief of India. • _i , , 


Camp, Ferozepore, December 22 , 1845 

Sir, I have the honour to report to your Excellency that, 
when , the army under your command had formed its junction mth 
the forces from Eerozepore, under Major-General Sir Jolm Littler 
and was drawn up in order of battle, on the 21st inst;, I pro- 
ceeded with the two left brigades, commanded b;f Colonels Wallace ' 
and Me Laren, to attack the enemy’s entrenched position atEero- 
zeshah. 

2. The line advanced ivith great steadiness, notwithstanding tlie 
nature of the ground, intersected with jungle. Wlien the troops 
had cleared these impediments, and had opened out into the plain, 
they continued to press on, without a check, imder a very hemy 
fire of grape and musketry from the enemy’s batteries, and having, 
borne down all opposition, entered the enemy’s camp, and cajptured 
the guns in their front. ^ 

.3,. This portion of the camp was soon after -on fire, compelling 
the troops to desist from their attack of the rernaindef, and as it 
was now dark, the troops formed on the ground, nearly -bh a line 
'mtli .the,- burning camp. From that period till the morning,' these 
bfaye'rmen were exposed to an incessant fire from the enemy's guns, 
the dar^ess of the night being illuminated by tW explosion of 
mines, -.tumbrils, and shells. - 

4. Lneed not dwell on the events of tins. night, so remarkable in 
miUtary history, because your Excellency witnessed them, pd with 
me admired the forti’tucIeVnd resolution of these brave men, ready 
to pcounter any danger, ’aithough harassed by fatigue, and sufler- 
ing fihm thirst. 


5.' I have personally reported to jmur Excellency/my admiration 
n ‘/V_ A TT *iVT rnfrrmnnf and the 1st European 


of the conduct of H. M. SOth regiment, , . . , , 

Light Infantry, in obeying wdtl) alacrity the order X gave about mid- 
night to stand to their arms and charge a battery, winch bore, 
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destructively on our ranks. Licut.-Col. Bunbur}’’, assisted by Lieut.- 
Col. Wood, iny Aide-de-Caiup, led the attack, on wliicb occasion 
tbe latter officer was wounded. The guns were spiked, tbe enemy 
driven away with loss, and this part of our line left undisturbed for 
tbe remainder of tbe night. Their conduct in tbe preceding part 
of the action came more immediately under your Excellency’s own 
observation. 

6. Your Excellency, hawng formed tbe troops before daylight, 
led tbe right of tbe attack, entrusting tbe left to me. Tbe whole 
line instantly advanced, and, animated by your example, carried 
everything before them; and, bawng traversed tbe camp from one 
extremity to tbe other, drew up in a perfect line, expressing by loud 
cheers, as we rode up tbe line, their conscious pride that every man 
bad done bis dut3\ 

7. I again most cordially congratulate you on tbe brilliant suc- 
cess of the anny under your Excellency’s command. 

8. It is now my duty to report to your Excellency, that Major- 
General Gilbert, commanding a portion of this division of tbe army, 
gave me great satisfaction. 

9. Colonel Wallace fell bravely at tbe bead of bis troops. 

10. Colonel McLaren led bis brigade with bis accustomed judg- 
ment and resolution. 

11. My own personal Staff having been all disabled, with tbe 
exception of one most dear to me, and who still remained by my 
side, I derived, on tbe morning of tbe 23nd, tbe most valuable aid 
from Lieutenant-Colonel Birch, Judge- Advocate-General ; from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Parsons; and from your Excellency’s intelli- 
gent and brave Aide-de-Camp, Captain West. These Officers, 
riding several paces in front of tbe line, regulated the advance,' 
animated the men, and prevented any unnecessary bring. 

12. I have great obligations, during tbe whole of these opera- 
tions, to Colonel Benson, a Member of tbe Military Board, and 
acting as my Aide-de-Camp, who has constantly accompanied me 
in the field, and in whose cool judgment and experienced ability I 
place great reliance. 

H 
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13. My Aide-de-Catnp, Lieutenaiit-Colonel Woody has shown = 

all the qualities which make a ^ood officer, 

14. Il^eg to bring to your notice my Aide-de-Camp, Lieutenant 

Hillier, who is wounded, and Lieutenant Peel, of the 37th Native 
Infantry, Acting Aide-de-Camp, who is slightly wounded. Captain 
Becher, of the Quarter-Master-General’s Department attached to , 
my camp, also accompanied me, and I recommend him as a veiy 
promising officer. . 

15. I also recommend the officers belonging to. the Political 
Agency of these provinces, who acted as my Aides-de-Camp, 
Capt. Abbott, and Lieutenant Lake, and are both wounded. Capt. 
Mills, Acting Aide-de-Camp, took the command of a troop of 
Horse Artillery, with his usual spiiat 

16. It is now with great pain that I have to record the irre- 

parable loss I have sustained, and more especially the East India 
Company’s Service, in the death of Major Broadfoot, of the Madras 
Army, my Political Agent. He was thrown from his horse by a 
shot, and I failed in prevailing upon him to leave the field. He 
remounted, and shortly afterwards received a mortal wound. He 
was as brave as he was able in every branch of the Political and 
Military Service. . , 

17. Major Somerset, my Military Secretary, much about the 
same- time was shot through the body, conducting himself with the 
hereditaiy courage of bis race. He was always foremost where 
difficulties required to be overcome. I deeply regret his joss. 

18. I have also lost a most promising and brave officer by the 
death of Captain Herries, on the night of the 18th, at Moodkee. 
,19. Lieutenant Miinror, of the lOtb Light Cavalry, my Aide-de- 
Camp, a most amiable and excellent officer,- 1 have also had tlie 
misfortune to lose, whilst placed at your Excellency’s disposal, in 
thfe affair at; Moodkee. 

20. Captain Hore, Assistant Military Secretary, and a valuable 

officer, acting as my Aide-de-Camp, was killed about the, same time 
as’ Majbr Somerset received his woimd . i ' ' ' 

21. I have now to request your Excellency’s notice to the con- 
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luct of an illiistrioiis nobleman, Count Ravcnsburg, who, with the 
jfficcrs of his suite, Count Greuben and Count Oriola, accom- 
Danied me in the field. These Prussian oflicers nobly sustained 
.he reputation of their countrymen. 

22. The prince’s surgeon was struck to the ground by a ball. I 
saw his Royal Highness instantl}' spring from his horse to his 
assistance. The prince’s humanity was unavailing: death liad 
alreadj’’ closed the sui'geon’s career. 

23. 1 am aware of the respectful regard which your Excellency 
entertains for this illustrious nobleman and his companions, travel- 
lers in the East ; and I know that tliis brief record of their actions 
will be gratifying to your Excellency. 

I have, &c. 

H. Hardinge. 


Fro7n Major-General Sir John Liitler to the Adjutant- General 

of the Army. 

Ferozcporc, December 25, 1845. 

Sir, — ^In pursuance of instructions received from the Right 
honourable the Govenior-General, under date the 20th instant, I 
moved out of my position at Ferozepore at 8 a.m. on the 21st 
instant, wth the corps as per inargim leaving the defence of the 
cantonments to the 63rd regiment Native Infantry, under the com- 
mand of Lieut.-Colonel Wilkinson, and that of the town to the 
2Vtli Regiment Native Infantry, under Lieut.-Colonel Carnegy, 
together with detachments of Sappers, and half a field battery in 
the town, and 2nd company (reserve) of Artillery in the entrench- 
ment. 

I effected a junction with the troops under the personal com- 

•2 Troops Horse Artillery ; 1^ Light Field Battery; 8tli Light Cavalry; 
3rd Irregular Cavalry ; H. M. 62d Foot, 1st Brigade; 12th Native Infantry, 1st 
Brigade; 14th ditto, 1st Brigade; 33rd ditto, 2nd Biigade; 44th ditto, 2nd 
Biigade ; 54th ditto," 2nd Brigade ; Detachment of Sappers. 



WAR with the SIKHS. 

mand of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, and, agfeeahly to 
his instructions moved into position, or order of battle, on the same 
evening about 4 p.m. The first advance in line was veiy steady, 
and the approach to the enemy's works made under a most gallmg 
and destructive fire. The casualties in the ranks were awfiil. The 
troops, however, still moved on with great firmness and resolution, 
and approached the enemy’s battery to witliin about 150 yards, 
when X considered the prize to be within their grasp. ' • 

Brigadier T. Beid gave the order to ■ charge, supported by the 
left or Brigadier the Honourable T. Ashburnham’s Brigade. This 
charge was commenced with such determined gaJlantTj and. spirit 
that the result seemed certain. The enemy, however, having great 
confidence in their guns, continued to serve diem irith extra- 
ordinary activity, and to make such havoc in bur ranks, as to cause 
an immediate panic and hesitation in Her Majesty’s 62nd foot, which 
of course had a similar effect on the native regiments on the flanks, 
notwithstanding all our exertions to induce them to advance by 
cheering and encouraging them, pointing at the same time to the 
short distance which they had to proceed when the day would be 
their own. It was all in vain, and they retired out of gun-shot, to 
where Her Majesty’s 9th foot and 26tb regiinentmative infantiy 
were di'awn up in reserve. A part of the 14th- regiment native 
infantry, with their colours, accompanied these two regiments, and 
entered the enemy’s batteries.' ' ' ' 

At this period it was nearly dark, and, as I bad beard that the 
divisions on the right had also been unable to obtain an eiitrahce, I 

bivouacked for the; night in the vicinity. . , / ' 

On the following morning, I obtained information ■ of the right 
diivision having been directed tb renew the attack, and I ihoved to 
co-operate, as might be necessary.- I'tben received orders to wait 
until further instructions, and was moved up to the town, 

directed to hold it. The result of this attack was most glorious to 
the British army, and I heartily congratulate his Excellency and 
thb Grovembr-G-eneral on the happy termination of probably one of 
the most sanghiriary engagements that ever took place in ludia. 
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Witli tlie conduct of tlie troops in general, under me, I was 
mucli gratified; tlieir patience and perseverance in marcliing 
tlirougli the day, exposed to the sun and want of water, must have, 
no douht, in some measure weakened their energies, but they 
notwithstanding evinced great firmness and resolution in advancing 
to the attack, until home down by the furious' and irresistible fire 
from all arms that man could be exposed to ; the loss of many of 
their officers must have tended to relax their efforts and check their 
ardour, and under such circumstances only could the disappoint- 
ment to Her Majesty’s 62nd regiment themselves and to their 
country have been for a moment conceived. 

The native troops, under the numerous temptations to which 
they have been exposed for several months past by Sikh emissaries, 
have evinced their loyalty to the British Government in a most 
remarkable manner, not a single desertion having taken place, since 
the enemy crossed the Sutlej, that has come to my knowledge. 
They have maintained the character of the Bengal army in displaying 
courage and bravery under a heavy fire. 

I have much pleasure in bringing to the favourable notice of his 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief the services of those zealous 
and indefatigable officers, .Brigadiers T. Reed, the Honourable T. 
Ashburnham, D. Harriott, commanding cavalry, and E. Huthwaite, 
commanding artillery, whose, cool courage during the attack was 
conspicuous. To the several commanding officers of regiments and 
divisions, Lieutenant-Colonel Gairdner, commanding 14'th regiment 
native infantry ; Lieutenant-Colonel Bruce, commanding 12th regi- 
ment native infantry, who lost his arm in the action ; Major Wake, 
commanding 44'th regiment native infantry; Major Shortt, com- 
- man ding Her Majesty’s 62nd foot ; Major Osborn, commanding 
fifth regiment native,.^infantry ; and Captain Sandeman, com- 
manding 33rd regiment native infantry ; I feel much indebted for 
the, spirited ,and gallant manner in which they brought ^ up their 
respectiye regiments during, the advance. 

, Qrit isjvith sincere regret that,! have to, report for his. Excellency’s 
information the death of my,-Aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Harvey,. of 
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Her Majesty’s 39tli foot, a very promising and intelligent yoimg 
officer, and devoted to liis profession. He was sliot during the 
advance, in tlie act of cheering on the men, when within about 250 
j ards of the enemy s works. His death will be a loss to the public 
service, and deplored by his friends and relations. 

Of Captain Ege'rton, my Assistant Quarter-Masler-General, 
whose activity and zeal were conspicuous, I cannot speak too 
highly; he was severely wounded on the morning of the 22ad. 

It is with mucli gratification that I also submit for his Excel- 
lency’s consideration, and acknowledge the obligation to Major P. 
Innes, my Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General, and Captain Bur- 
nett, Major of the Brigade, for their indefatigable exertions 
throughout the afiair, as well as for their able assistance on all 
occasions. . ; 

Lieutenant Goodwyn, of the Engineers, has proved himself a 
most zealous and indefatigable officer during the whole time that 
the Sikh army has been opposite Eerozepore, as well as on the 
evening of the 2Ist, during the engagement, and whom I beg to 
recommend to Ids Excellency’s notice. 

To Captain W. B. Thomson, Commissariat Department, who • ■ 
accompanied me, and to Lieutenant W. Fullerton, superintending 
the Sudder Bazaar, who volimteered his services as. ray .Aide- 
de-camp, and was particularly useful to me in the. field, I feel 

indebted., ' 

Captain. Nicolson, late Assistant Governor-General’s agent, and 
Colonel Van Courland, late of the Sikh service, who were placed 
at my disposal by the late Major Broadfoot, C. B. afforded , me 
every assistance in their power during the engagement and prfe- ; 
viousl}’’, when the Sikhs first crossed the Sutlej. 

I have, &c. ' ’ 

J.'H. Littler, Major-Geri. 

Coinmaiiding Inf. Division. 
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Despatch from Major-General Gilbert to the Commander-in Chief, 
detailing the Operations of the Troops imder his command at the 
Battle of Ferozeshah. “Camp Sultan, December 24, 1845. 


^d^rigade. 

H. M.’s 29tli FootH 
45tli Regt. N.l. O 
H.M.’s 80tli Foot, 


4</i Brigade. 
1st European L.I, 
2d Nat. Grendrs. 
16tli Ditto. 


s 


CQ 

d 


ea 

o 
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Sir, — AgreeaWy to instructions just received 
1 1 liave the honour to report for the information 
of his Excellency the Commander-in- Chief, the 
operations of the 2nd Infantry Division in action 
with the enemy since that of the 18th instant at 
Moodkee. 

My division consisting of the troops, as per 
\ margin, having been directed to lead the attack 
upon the enemy’s entrenched camp at Eeroze- 
shah, after steadily advancing under a heavy 
cannonade in echellon of regiments from the 
right covered by two light field batteries, com- 
manded by Captain Horsford, came into action 
about four p.m., and succeeded in driving the 
enemy from that part of their position opposed 
to me, though I regret to say this was not effected without consi- 
derable-loss/ particularly in European officers. 

In consequence of the night setting in, the fear of the troops 
firing on each other, and through confusion, consequent on part of 
the enemy’s camp being on fire, not rendering it expedient that I 
should retain the position so gallantly won, I took up another, 
under instructions, about 400 yards from the camp, where I bivou- 
acked for. the night. 




Sd Inf. Division. 
H. M.’s 9th Foot. 
26th Regt. N.l. 

Two detachments of 

N.l. 

H. M.’s 10th Foot. 
H. M.’s 29th-Foot. 
1st European Lt. In. 
16th Nat. Grena- 
diers. 

2d Ditto. 

26th Nat. Lt. Inf. 

H. M.’s 9th Foot. 


Towards morning of the 22nd instant, the Srd 
Division under Brigadier Wallace, consisting of 
the troops, as per margin, having been 'placed 
under my command, in addition to my own (2nd 
division,) I^ at daybreak, under instruction from 
his Excellency the Commander-in- Chief, made 
my dispositions for again storming the enemy’s 
entrenched post, which had been re-occupied 
during the night, and the troops, as per margin. 


advanced in line drawir up from the right, as follows : — 
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Tile front of the left of my division was Jed into action hy his 
ExcoUency tlie Connnandcr-in-CIiief, and the riglit by the-Right 
honourable the Lieutenant-General Sir lL Hardinge,. and I myself 
leading H.M. s 80th Foot, and notwithstanding the advance, was 
made under a tremendous fire of heavy gun’s, the enemy's entrench- 
ment was retalcen, battery after batteiy, at the bayonet’s point, and 
although the troops under my immediate command, required no 
stimulus to oppose the enemy, yet tlie presence of those two above- 
mentioned distinguished officers in the field of battle greatly ani- 
mated tliem on this trying occasion. 

The conduct of H.M.’s 80th Regiment and the Hon. Com- 
pany’s 1st European Light Infantry, I cannot too highly speak of, 
as well as that of the I 6 th Grenadiers, and portions of the Snd Gre- 
nadiers, S6th Light Infantry, and 45th Regiment Native Iitfantiy% 

It affords me great satisfaction to record the valuable services 
I received on this occasion and on the preceding evening from thosOj 
distinguished officers, Brigadier C. Taylor, C.B., Brigadier J. Mac 
Larcn and Brigadier N. Wallace 5 the first-named officer although 
W’oundcd by a cannon shot in the evening, was again at the head of 


Cnpt.F. W. Anson, A.A.G. brigade on the following morning, and the 

Lieut, T. S. Rnwson, last-named officer, (Brigadier Wallace) I re- 
OlTg. D. A. Q. M. G. V Ml' j j " A' ' • ' ’/ r ' h 

gret to say was killed, to wards the endpt tne 

action; as well as from the general and, per-. 
sonal staff, whose names, are mentioned in the 
margin, particularly, from the first-named, 
officer (Captain Anson). ^ ^91 i 
to mention the gallant behaviour of Lieute- 


Cnpt,,G. Cnrr, 

Dy.J. A. A. G. 
Cnpt. R. floiigliton, 

,, Aiclc-de-Cmnp. 
Lieut, F. M. Gilbert, 

‘ Offg, Extra. A.D.C. 
Brevet Cnpt. F. Gordon, 
Brig. Afaj. 6th Brig. 


nant .and Adjutant, Baton of the 14'tly regirnent .N. L, ufr 
manded one of the detachmente; of Native infent|y on ,tho ,i%ht, 
w'hich at one time besitated to move fpnyard, rwliep tfe 
seizing a, colour, advanced in front,, pnd by ibis necesstw^ 
induced itbe men to regain tbeir place in tiie line and moyeonyai^s. 

In consequence of tbe death of Brigadiey W^ace, command- 
ing the,Srd ffiyisipnpf Infiuiti^ I t^pleave bring to of 

His. Excellency the, Cpmmander-in-Chief the yaljiable .^erwpes of 
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tliat zealous officer, Capt. T. H. Pond, Deputy Assistant Adjutant 
General of the Srd Division. A return of the killed and wounded of 
hoth actions will he forwarded as soon as possible. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) W. R. Gilhert, Maj. Gen. 

Com. 2nd Div. Army of the Sutlej. 

P.S. — The following of the General Staff liad horses shot 
under them: — ^'laj .-General ^Gilbert, 1 killed and 1 wounded; 
Lieutenant T. R. Rawson, 1 Idlled ; Capt. Carr, 1 killed and 1 
wounded. 


Notification. 

Ferozepore, Dec. 25 , Christmas Day, 1845. 

The Governor-General has the heartfelt satisfaction to announce 
to his Honour the President in Council, to the Army, and to the 
People of Lidia, the repulse of the Sikh forces in their attack on a 
portion of the British army, near Moodkee, on the night of the 
18th instant, and the capture, on the evening of the 21st and 
morning of the 22nd, of their entrenched camp, with seventy pieces 
of cannon, defended by 60,000 men, near the village of Perozeshah. 
Upwards of ninety pieces of the enemy’s artillery have been taken 
in these two operations. 

These events so glorious to the British arms, have been followed 
by the precipitate retreat of the enemy towards the Sutlej, his pride 
abated,' arid the unprovoked aggression on the British territory 
signally avenged. 

,The GoVerhor-General cordially congratulates the Commander- 
in-Chief, General Sir Hugh Gough, Bart, G.C.B., on the entire 
success of his Excellency’s rapid and energetic operations, in -which 
the troops, both British and native, have displayed, under circum- 
stances of long continued fatigue, since the 11th instant, their ac- 
customed "discipline and valour. ' * 

The' Governor-General will rejoice in recording the gallant 
exploits of the army during this important campaign, by decorating 
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the breasts of the victors with a medal, as soon as the report of 
these operations shall be received from the Commander-in-Chief. 

Incessantly engaged in sharing with his brave troops their 
fatigues, and showing by his personal example at the head of his 
troops the value of enduring privations with patience, it has been 
impossible for his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, in the midst 
of so many occupations, to furnish to the Governor-General a 
detailed report of these brilliant successes. 

The Governor-General, however, cannot refrain from notifying 
to the honourable the President in Council, to the army, and 
to the people of India, these results, so honourable to the British 
arms; and he directs that this notification be carefully made 
known to all the troops by being read' on their parades, and commu- 
nicated to all the departments of the Government, civil and military, 
and that a salute of twenty-one guns be fired from this fort of 
Eerozepore, this day at one o’clock, and at every principal station 
of the army as soon as the notification shall be received. 

These grateful and heartfelt acknowledgments to the array for 
its services cannot be closed without humbly remembering that our 
thanks are due to Him who is the only Giver of all victory, and 
without whose aid the battle is not to the strong. ' > 1 ' " ' 

The Governor-General therefore invites every* British subject 
at this station to return thanks to Almighty God, this day at eleven 
o’clock, for the mercies He has* so recently vouchsafed us, by 
assembling .at the Governor-General’s' tent, where prayers and 
thanksgivings will be read by the Governor-General’s chaplain. 

By order of the Bight Hon. the Gov.-Gen. of India,' 

F. Currie, 

Secretary to the Government of India, with the Gov.-Gcn. 


General Orders hy the Right, Hon, the Governor-General of Indta. 

Camp, Ferozeporc, December 30, 

The Governor-General having received from the Cominander- 
in-Chief in India the despatches^ dates of whicli are noted in t a 
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margin/ directs tliat the}' be published for the information of the 
army and people of India. 

The first despatch from his Excellency reports the operations of 
the army on the evening of the ISth inst., at Moodkee, where the 
enemy attempted to surprise the British camp, and were rcjjulscd at 
all points with the loss of 17 guns. 

The second despatch reports the glorious successes obtained by 
the army under the immediate command of his Excellency, on the 
evening of the 21st, and the morning of the 22nd, at Eerozeshah, 
where the British army assaulted the intrenched camp of the Sildis, 
defended by 108 pieces of cannon, some of heavy calibre, and, after 
driving the enemy from his position, captured 74 guns. Thus the 
enemy have been forced to relinquish to them victors on these occa- 
sions upwards of 90 pieces of artillery, with all the munitions of war 
in their camp. 

All the objects which the Governor-General desired to effect 
have been accomplished by his Excellency the Commandcr-in-Chief. 
Tire British force posted at Eerozepore, thus suddenly and treacher- 
ously surrounded by the Silch army, with a park of artillery, has 
been relieved; the brave garrison, under its able commander Major- 
General Sir J. Littler, not only maintained a firm attitude of defence, 
but had the satisfaction, so grateful to brave soldiers, of skilfully 
forming a junction with the Umballa force, and gallantly taking part 
in the discomfiture of the enemy which had so recently invested them. 

< The Governor-General again cordially congratulates his Excel- 
lency General Sir Hugh Gough, G.C.B., on the great and import- 
ant victories obtained by the army under his immediate command. 

The Governor-General, in the name of the Government and of 
the people of India, gratefully acknowledges the noble services 
rendered to the public by his Excellency the Commanner-in-Chief, 
by all the general and other officers, by the non-commissioned offi- 
cers, and soldiers of the brave Indian army. 

^ The Governor-General’s thanks are due to all the infantry regi- 


• December 19th and 22nd, 
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raents of Her Majesty, and to the First European Light Infantry of 
the East India Company’s Service, aU of which regiments distinguished 
themselves by the most devoted courage in braving the destructive 
fire of the enemy’s batteries,, and valiantly capturing their guns. 

The Governor-General offers his thanks more especially to Her 
Majesty s 3rd Dragoons, who, on all these occasions, sought oppor- 
tunities of useful conflict with the enemy, and fought with that 
superiority over their opponents, which skill and discipline impart 
to brave and determined men. 

The European and Native Artillery maintained their accustomed 
character for steady unyielding courage, when exposed to a very 
heavy and galling fire. 

The Governor-General’s thanks are justly due to the brave 
infantry of the Native army, whose valour so mainly contributed to 
these victories, and he cannot withhold his admiration for the 
patience and perseverance with which they endured 'privations in- 
separable from forced marches. 

The Artillery, Cavalry, and Infantry, united together by the 
bonds of mutual esteem, may be confident -that, when they rely on 
each other’s courage, the three arms, combined and acting together, 
will be ever found to be an invincible enemy. 

The Government of India, as a tribute of their esteem for the 
meritorious conduct of the troops engaged in the recent operations, 
will grant to every officer and soldier in the service of the Govern- 
ment of India, engaged in these battles, a medal to be worn with 
their uniforms, on which the word “ Ferozeshah” shall be inscribed, 
as denoting that they have served in this important campaign. 

The Commander-in-Chief will be so good as to furnish the 
Governor- General with lists of all the officers and soldiers engaged 
in the operations of this campaign. 

The Governor-General is further pleased to order that the fol- 
lowing corps be permitted to wear the word '' Ferozeshah” upon 
their appointments, standards, and colours, in perpetual commemor- 
ation of their gallant services : — 

1st and 3rd Brigades Horse Artillery j l2nd, 3rd, and dth om 
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panies, 4tli Battalion; 2nd and 4tli Companies, 6tli Battalion; 2nd 
Company, 7tli Battalion, Foot Artillery; Governor-General’s Body 
Guard; 4tli, 5tli, and Sth "Regiments of Light Cavalry; 3rd, 8th, 
and 9th Regiments Irrregular Cavalry; 1st European Light Infantry ; 
2nd, 12th, 14th, 16th, 24th, 26th, 33rd, 42nd, 44th, 45th, 47th, 
48th, 54th, and 73rd Regiments of Native Infantry. 

- By order of the Right Hon. the Governor-General of India, 

F. Currie. 


- Head Quarters, Camp, Nihalkee, Januar}' 28, 1846. 

The Commander-in-Chief is pleased to direct the publication in 
General Orders to the army of the following General Order, issued 
to the army of the Sutlej. 

The arrival of Her Majesty’s 62nd foot at head quarters offers 
to the Commander-in-Chief an opportunity, of which he gladly 
takes advantage, to express the satisfaction it affords him to have 
the services of this corps available with the force immediately op- 
posed to the enemy. 

The chance of war placed the 62nd regiment in opposition to 
the strongest part of the enemy’s entrenched position at the battle 
of Ferozeshah, on the night of the 21st ultimo. 

The following day, after the enemy’s position had been carried, 
i the Commander-in-Chief, with several officers of his personal staff, 
minutely inspected the point attacked by the 62nd regiment. He 
found it had been defended by numerous guns of heavy calibre 
served -with grape and canister. 

The very heavy lire by which the regiment was assailed, and its 
steady devoted gallantry under the storm, are best attested by the 
fact, of which his Excellency was an eye witness, of the space in 
front of, and close to the enemy’s battery, having been thickly 
strewed with the bodies of the brave officers and soldiers who fell 
in the assault. The Commander-in-Chief finds that seventeen 
officers and 185 men fell on this occasion, and that the regiment did 
not desist from its noble efforts to carry the position, until ordered 
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by the brigadier commanding to fall back, as stated m the following 

extract from the brigadier’s report only now received; 

Under these circumstances, seeing her Majesty’s 62ud was 
exposed to a most destructive fire without any object, as they could 
not move forward, I conceived it my duty to direct them to retire, 
which they did in almost as good order, making allowance for the 
heavy loss they had sustained, as that in which they had advanced,” 
These are the simple facts of the case, and the Commander-in- 
Chief is happy to assure the 62nd regiment, on this the first op- 
portunity of inspecting it, that the conduct of the coips on the 
night of the 21st ultimo, in the battle of I'erozeshah, has received, 
and merits, his Excellency’s most cordial approbation. 

Justice to the 62nd regiment, and to the native regiments bri- 
gaded with that corps, demands this exposition of the sentiments of 
the Commander-in-Chief, in correction of an erroneous impression 
with respect to the conduct of the brigade, which lias been pro- 
duced by the publication, purely through anbversight, of a despatch 
written exclusively for his Excellency’s information. 

By order of bis Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, 

J. R'. Lumley,' Major-General, 

Adjutant-General of the Army, 


' > ^ ^ '' aLIWAL. - 

* s ^ * 

General Order hy the Governor-General of India, , 

, . Camp, Ferozepore, February 2, 1846 . 

The Govern or- General announces to the Army and the Peoiilc 
of India, that he has received from His Excellency the Conimandcr- 
in-Chief of the Army, a report by Major-General Sir Harry Smith, 
K.C.B., dated the 30th ultimo, giving the details of a complete vic- 
tory gained by the troops under the immediate command of the 
Major-General, on the 28th January, over the Sikh forces com- 
manded by the Sirdar Runjoor Sing Mujethea. 

In this decisive and glorious action, tlie enemy’s infantry were 
dislodged from every position and village they attempted to Iipkl, by 
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rapid charges at the point of the bayonet. 'Their horsemen were 
driven from every part of the field by repeated charges, in which the 
superior valour of the European and Native Cavalry was most con- 
spicuous, and the Artillery, moving with its accustomed celerity, 
was always w'ell to the front, directing its fire with precision and 
efiect. Tlie result of these noble efforts of the three arms of artil- 
lery, cavalry, and infantry, in which the valour and discipline of the 
troops were happily combined with the skill of the commander, has 
been the signal defeat of the enemy, who was driven across the 
river with great loss, his camp being captured, and fifty-two pieces 
of artillery remaining in the hands of the victors. 

These trophies, in addition to those taken at Ferozeshali and 
Moodkee, complete the number of 146 pieces of artillciy taken in 
the field from the enemy, since the British army moved from its can- 
tonments to repel a most unprovoked aggression on its territories. 

To Major-General Sir Harry Smith, and to the brave troops he 
commanded, the Governor-General conveys the tribute of his 
admiration, and the grateful acknowledgments of the Government 
and the People of India. The service rendered was most important, 
and was accomplished by the ability of the coimnander and the 
valour of the troops. 

The Governor-General’s thanks are due to Brigadier Wheeler, 
who, although still suffering from the wounds received at Moodkee, 
energetically headed his brigade, composed of her Majesty’s 50th 
Regiment, the 48th Native Infantry, and the Sirmoor Battalion. 
Great praise is also due to Brigadiers Godby and Hicks, who with 
the 36th Native Infantry and Nusseree Battalion, H.M.’s 31st, and 
the 24th and 47th Native Infantry, stormed the village of Aliwal, 
drove the enemy from it, and seized the guns by which it was 
defended. 

The Governor-General has much satisfaction in observing the 
warm terms of admiration in which the Major-General speaks of the 
Nusseree and Sirmoor battalions, and the Shekawattee brigade 
under Brigadier Penny, Captain Fisher, and Major Forster. These 
corps nobly emulated the example of the regular regiments of 
Infantry. 
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Jn sliorJ, tlie conduct of the troops, European and Native, 
n-ular mid irrcf,ndar, was, throughout tlic field, an lionourahJe 
rivalry, in which every corps bravely did its duty. 

Her Majesty s HJlh Lancers, on this occasion, have added to 
llu-ir former reputation acquired in various fields of battle in Asia, 
by routing the enemy’s cavaliy in every direction, and by resolute 
charges of two of its squadrons, under Captain Bere and Major 
Sinytli and Captain Pearson, penetrating the enemy’s square of 
Jnfantrv, in which charges the squadrons wore gallantly supported 
by tbe .'>rd Light Native Cavalry under Major Angelo. 

in these exploits the Native Cavalry distinguished itself througli- 
oul the day, aud the Governor-General is happy to bear his testi- 
mony to the fact that, since the arm}' of the Sutlej commenced its 
operation'? on the ISth December, the Native Cavair}' has on eveiy 
occ.i*:ion jiroved its superior prowess, whether in the general actions 
which have been fought, or in the various skirmishes at the outposts, 
such as that in which Captain Bccher w'as gallantly engaged with a 
small ])arty of the Sth Irregular Cavalry at Alloowalla, on the 
morning of tlie 27lh January. 

'J’lic Governor-Generars thanks are due, in an especial manner, 
to Brigadier Curcton, who commanded the Cavalry. This officer’s 
whole life has been spent in the most meritorious exertions in 
Europe and Asia ; and on this occasion, the skill and intrepidity 
with wliicb the cavaliy’ force was handled, obtained the admiration 
of the army vvhicli witnessed tlieir movements. r 

The Government of India, ever desirous to mark its grateful 
sense of the sernces of llic Anny, wall cause medal to be pre- 
sented to every officer and soldier of the East India Company s 
Service, engaged in the battle of Aliwal, and requests, tlirqugh His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, that a nominal roll may be 

furnished for that pui'pose. ' i i 

By order of the Bight Hon. the Gov.-Gen. of India, . , 

E. Currie, ^ ^ , 

Secretary to the Government of India with the Gov.-Gen. 



WAR WITH THE SIKHS. 


65 


General Sir Hugh Gough, Bari., G.C.B., Commander-in- Chief in 
India, to the Governor-General. 

Camp, Nilinlkce, Febniary 1, 1846. 

After its final repulse, on the of December, tbe Sildi army 
retired, in great confusion, across the ferries and fords of the 
Sutlej. 

I established my head quarters at Sultan Khan Walla on the 
24tli, my divisions being encamped at that place, at Peer Khan 
Walla, and at Kool. On the 27th I advanced to HurrulF; and, 
the same day, personall}’- pushed a recounoisance to the bank of the 
river, at the Ghat of Sobraon. 

The enemy was seen stretching along the right bank in force, 
not half a dozen of his stragglers being surprised by our Irregular 
Cavalry on this side. 

Major-General Sir Harry Smith’s division I placed in an 
advanced position, with its right on the village of Mallowal, and its 
left on a nullah, an offset from the Sutlej. 

Prom this point the enem}’^ was watched by the Major-General 
with equal activity and circumspection, whilst the rest of our troops 
were held in hand ready to support him should the Siklis ventiu’e 
to resume the initiative. 

On or about the 5th, our attention was directed to a predatory 
incursion of the enemy, in the direction of Loodiana. They burnt 
a few of the residences of our officers, and barracks of our soldiers, 
at that station, but avoided the combat, when the Sirmoor battalion, 
and other troops, interrupted them in the work of destruction. ’ 

Rumour exaggerated the nature and extent of this inroad, and 
excited some alarm for our communications; but the object of this 
foray was, eventually, discovered to be for the purpose of favouring 
the escape, across the Sutlej, of the Raja of Ladwa, who had alone, 
of all the principal princes and chiefs of the Protected States, 
evinced towards us, at this conjuncture, decided hostility. With 
him, the predatory Sikhs 'recrossed the Sutlej. 

On the 12th of J anuary, 1 determined to bring my whole force 
into a position, from which it might more closely observe tlie move- 

I 

^ K 
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ments of the enemy, now posted, near ythe greatey^Sobraon, on the 
right hank. At an early hour, it executed an, oblique movement to 
its light and front. i Major- Greneral Sir 'Harry Smith, supported by 
a .cavalry brigade, under. Brigadier. Gureton (recently, brought ,up 
from' Meerut) ivas; in this new , alignment, still, on. the. right,. op- 
posite to Hurreke Puttun : Major-General Gilbert in the centre ; 
and Major-General Sir Robert Hick on the left, covered again by 
cavalry. Major-General Sir John Grey, posted at Attaree, 
watched the Nuggur ford. The troops, of. MajorrGeneral . Sir John 
Littler occupied, or were drawn around, the cantonment and en- 
trenchment of Ferozepore. , . 

The enemy, on his side, reinforced his army on .the .right bank, 
completed and strengthened his bridge, and increased the force of 
his posts and picquets on the left bank. These parties having, on 
the H'th, evinced more than usual audacity, I caused. that body of 
his infantry which held the head of the bridge, to. be driven in by 
the .fire of artillery and rockets, supported by the presence .of pur 
light troops. On the following day, a partial , cannonade, r which 
was again opened, on our-side, ,upon ;the,boats,,of the Sikhs, on their 
outposts' on the left . bank,- and. their;!, encampm,ent.,pn . the right, 
enabled-.me. to ascertain/; from [the (.direction pfjjtheir.cp^esponding 
fire, the nature of all their.defensiveAispositions.j,-. },• d.it.-i 
■ ^Meanwhile, fthe ;upper.':Sutlej,:has /(become , the scepeipf.yery in- 


teresting- operations.- 

Itiis a strange feature of. this !war, thatjjthfe- enemy, prpssedjfoi 
supplies on-' his: own! bank; -hasrbeen striving ,.to;idraw:;the.ni/rom!.his 
, Jaghife 'States:oh. this side.pfthe.river../-; .In .the,^ town.;and .fort of 
. : Dhurmkoteyv which;/ w'erp - filled ^ with - grain/! he ihad, -.in-the . seconc 
. week- of ’ Januaiyi - . a-rsraall garrison -.of ; Mertenarjps,. .Eohil as, 
:Eusufzi&; and Aifghhhs.o .Major-General Sir Harry; Smith -wy, on 

-’the-lSth/.’ sent. agaihst;;tlus,( place,^■with^a, single .brigade pt^^ 

division, and a light field batteiy. He easily effected 
the’troops within if .Surrendering at discretioni aftM a^, ew 
Shofs.: . Lv. Whilst he was -yeta„,n>arclH ,I. t-ecerved 

a moi-e sefioui ' character. There remained : little .cause 
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that Sirdar Runjoos Sing Mujethea had crossed from Philour, at 
the head of a numerous force of all arms, and established himself in 
position at Barah Hara, between the old and the new courses of the 
Sutlej, not only threatening the citj^ of Loodiana with plunder and 
devastation, hut indicating a determination to intersect the line of 
our communications at Busseean and Raekote. 

The safety of the rich and populous town of Loodiana had been 
in some measure provided for by the presence of three battalions of 
native infantry under Brigadier Godby : and the gradual advance 
of our reinforcements, amongst which was included her Majesty’s 
53rd regiment, and the position of the Shekawattee Brigade, near 
Busseean, gave breathing time to us in that direction. 

But, bn the receipt of intelligence which could be relied on, of 
the movements of Runjoor Sing, and his apparent views, Major- 
General Sir Harry Smith, with the brigade at Dluu-mkote, and 
Brigadier Cureton’s cavalry, was directed to advance by Jugraon 
towards Loodiana; and his second brigade, under Brigadier Wheeler, 

' moved oh4b support him. ' 

Them cotnihenced' a series of very delicate combinations, the 
' momehtbus' character pf which can only be comprehended byreflect- 
ing'oni the fask which had 'dfevolved bn this army of guarding sthe 
frontier from Roopur downf to Mundbte; ’■■■ . ; \ • : /'.'.t . ■ 

^.The*Majbr-Geheral,"breakirig rip from Jugraon, inbved tbwards 
Loodiana; when the Sirdar, relying on the vast superiority of his 
forcesV’assunied the initiative, and endeavoured to intercept . his pro- 

■ gress’ by "'marching ima lineiparallel to him,t and • openingj upbnhis 
troops a^furibus cannonade.-" -The -Major-General continued! coolly 

* to’manbeiivf'e ;‘ and,' 'When -the ■ Sikh Birdar, ' bending -round lone/wing 
' of' his arniy/ -enveloped his flank,- he extricated .himself by) retiring, 
'■ with ^the" ‘steadiness of ’a' fleld- dayy iby echelon: bflbattahons,. and 

■ effected'his' c'ommtinicationivwithnLoodianai jbut noti withbut- severe 

-'loss;^^’"''' -;;i vi',.-' ..li)-!; ^ IlOf'j • 

' ' ''Reinforced-by BrigadieriGodbyy- he: felt' himself jito .be.istrong; 
buthis'"manbeuvreshad‘thrbwnhim,‘outHof.commiinication with Bri- 
gadier Wlibeler^‘and a” portion of ihis baggage I had: ; fallen into the 



68 


WAR WITH THE SIKHS. 


hands of tlie enemy. TJie Sikh Sirdar took an entrenched position 
at Budhowal, supporting himself on his fort; hut, threatened on 
ei tiler flank by General Smith and Brigadier Wheeler, finally de- 
camped, and moved down to tlie Sutlej. The British troops made 
good their junction, and occupied the abandoned position of Bud- 
liowal ; the Shekawattee Brigade' and Her Majesty's 53rd Regi- 
ment also added to the strength of the Major-General, and he 
piepared to attack the Sikh Surdar on his new ground. But, on, 
the 26th, Runjoor Sing- was reinforced, from the I'ight bank, with 
4,000 regular troops, twelve pieces of artillery, and a large force of 
cavalry. 

Emboldened by this accession of strength, he ventured on the 
measure of advancing towards J ugraon, apparently with the view of 
intercepting our communications by that route. . ' - 

It is my grati^dng duty to announce that the presumption has 
been rebuked by a splendid victory obtained over him. He has not 
only beeir repulsed by the Major-General, but his camp at Aliwal 
carried by storm, the whole of his cannon and munitions of war 
captured, and his array driven headlong across the Sutlej, even on 
the right bank of which he found no refuge from the fire of our 
artillery 

I have the honour now to forward the Major-General’s report 
which has just reached me. It is so ample and luminous that I 
might perhaps have spared some of the details into which admira- 
tion of the Major-General’s conduct, and of the brave army confided 
to him in these operations has led me. 

It now remains for me only to congratulate you. Right honour- 
able Sir, and the Government of India, on the brilliant success 
whicli, under Divine Providence, the Major-General has achieved ; 
and to I'ecord my opinion that, throughout these arduous and im- 
portant operations, he has displayed all the qualities of an able 
commander. Most strongly, and most earnestly at the same time, 

I beg to bring to your notice, and to that of His Grace the Duke of 
Wellington, and the Honomable the Court of Directors, the officers 
and corps on whom he has so justly bestowed his commendations. 
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Major-General Sir Harry Smith, K.C.B., to the Adjutant- General 

of the Army. 

Camp, Field of the Battle of Aliwal, Jan 30, 1846. 

Sir, — My despatclies to His Excellency the Coramander-in- 
Chief of the SSrd* instant, Avill have put His Excellency in pos- 
session of the position of the force rrnder inj’^ command, after liaA'ing 
formed a junction with the troops at Loodiana, hemmed in by a 
formidable body of the Sikh army under Runjoor Sing and the 
Raja of Ladwa. The enemy strongly entrenched himself around 
the little fort of Budhowal by breast works and abattis,” Avhich 
he precipitately abandoned on the night of the 22nd instant 
(retiring, as it Avere, upon the ford of Tulwun), having ordered all 
the boats which Avere opposite Philore to that Ghat. This move- 
ment he effected during the niglit, and, by making a considerable 
detour, placed himself at a distance of ten miles, and consequently 
out of my reach. I could, therefore, only push forward my cavalry 
so soon as I had ascertained he had marched during the night, and 
I occupied immediately his vacated position. It appeared subse- 
quently he had no intention of recrossing the Sutlej, but moved 
doAvn to the Ghat of Tubvan (being cut off from that of Philour, 
by the position my force occupied after its relief of Loodiana), for'* 
the purpose of protecting the passage of a very considerable rein- 
forcement of 12 guns and 4,000 of the regular, or “ Aieen” troops, 
called Avitable’s Battalion, entrenching himself strongly in a semi- 
. circle, his flanks resting on a river, his position covered with from 
forty to fifty guns (generally of large calibre), howitzers, and 
mortars. The reinforcement crossed during the night of the 27th 
instant, and encamped to the right of the main army. 

Meanwhile his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, Avith that 
foresight and judgment which mark the able general, had rein- 
forced me by a considerable addition to' my cavalry, some guns, 
and the 2nd Brigade of my own division under Brigadier 
Wheeler, C.B. This reinforcement reached me on the 26th, and 1 
had intended the next morning to move upon the enemy in his 
* Not received by the Secret Committee. 
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entrenchments, but the troops required one day’s rest after the 
long marches Brigadier Wheeler had made. 

^ I have now the honour to lay before you the operations of my 
united forces on the morning of the eventful 28th Januaiy, for his 
- Excellency s information. The body of troops uuder my com- 
mand having been increased, it became necessary so to organise and 
brigade them as to render them manageable in action. The cavalry 
under the command of Brigadier Cureton, and horse artillery under 
Major Eawrenson, were put into two brigades ; the one under 
Brigadier Mac Dowell, C.B. and the other under Brigadier Stedman. 
The 1st division as it stood, two Brigades:— H. M's 53rd and SOth 
Native Infantry, under Brigadier Wilson, of the latter corps the 
5(5th Native Infantry, and Nusseree battalion, under Brigadier 
Grodby ; — and the Shekawattee brigade under Major Forster. The 
Sirmoor battalion I attached to Brigadier Wlieeler’s brigade of the 
1st division ; the 42nd Native Infantry having been left at head 
quarters. 

At day-light on the 28th, my order of advance was, the Cavalry 
in front, in contiguous columns of squadrons of regiments, two 
troops of Horse Artillery in the interval of brigades ; — the Infantiy 
in contiguous columus ofbrigades at intervals of deploying distance ; 
— Artillery 'in the intervals, -followed by two 8-inch' howitzers on 
travelling carriages,'” brought into the field from the. Fort of Loo- 
diana; by the'ihdefatigible exertions of Lieutenant CoJon’e] Lane, 
Horse 'Artillery ; — Brigadier Godby’s Brigade/ which I liad marched 
out from Loodiana the previous evening, on the right;— the She- 
kawattee Infantry on the left;— tlie dtli Irregular Cavalry con- 
siderably to the right, for the purpose of sweeping the bank's of tiic 
wet nullah on my right, and preventing any of thc' cnemyV hofif 
attempting an inroad towards Loodiana, or any attempt upon the 
baggage assembled round the Fort of Budhowal. 

In this order thc troops moved for^va^d towards the enemy, a 
distance of six miles, thc advance conducted by Captain Wangii, 
IGth Lancers, the Deputy Assistant auartcr-Mastcr of C.-tvaln. 
Major Bradford, of the 1st Cavah-y', and Lieutenant .Stmclicy oftfic 



WAR AVITH THE SIKHS. 


I 


Engineers, who had been jointly employed in the conduct of patrols 
up to the enemy’s position, and for the purpose of reporting upon 
the facility and point of approach. Previously to the march of the 
troops it had been intimated to me, by Major Mackeson, that the 
information by spies, led to the belief the enemy would move some- 
where at day-light, either on Jugraon, my position of Budhowal, 
or Loodiana. On a near approach to his outposts, this rumour was 
confirmed by a spy, who had just left the camp, saying the Sikh 
army was actually in march towards Jugraon. My advance was 
steady : my troops well in hand ; and if he had anticipated me on 
the Jugraon road, I could have fallen upon his centre with ad- 
vantage. 

From the tops of the houses of the village of Poorein, I had a 
distant view of the enemy. He was in motion and appeared 
directly opposite my front on a ridge of which the village of Aliwal 
may be regarded as the centre. His left appeared still to occupy 
its ground in the circular entrenchment ; his right was brought 
forward and occupied the ridge. I immediately deployed the 
cavalry into line ; and moved on. As I neared the enemy, the 
ground’ became most favourable for the troops to manoeuvre, being 
open ail'd hard grass land. I ordered the cavalry to take ground to 
the right arid left •■by brigades; thus displaying the heads of the 
infantry columns; and; as they reached the hard ground, I 
directed them to deploy into line. Brigadier Godby’s Brigade was 
in direct echelon to the rear of the right ; the Shekawattee infantry 
in like - mariner to the! rear of my left; — the cavalry in direct 
echelon on, and well to the rear of, both flanks of the infantry; — 
the artillery massed on the right, and centre and left. After 
deployment, I- observed the enemy’s -left to outflank me, I there- 
fore broke into openn column and took ground to my -right. 
When I had gained sufiicient" ground, the troops wheeled into line. 
There was no dust, the sun shone brightly. These manoeuvres 
were performed with the celerity and precision of the most correct field 
da}'. The glistening of the bayonets and swords of this order of battle 
was -most imposing ; and the line advanced. Scarcely had it moved 
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150 yards, ^vhcn, at 10 o’clock, the enemy opened a fierce cannonade 
from lus wlmle line. At first his balls fell short, but quickly 
reached us. Thus upon him, and capable of better ascertaining 
lus position, I was compelled to halt the line, though, under fire, 
for a few moments, until 1 ascertained that, by bringhig up; my 
right, and carrying the village of AHwal, I could with great effect 
precipitate myself upon his left and centre. I therefore quicldy 
lirouglit up Brigadier Godby’s Brigade; and, with it, and the 1st 
Brigade under Brigadier Hicks, made a rapid and noble charge, 
carried llic village, and two guns of large calibre. The line I 
ordered to advance, — IT. M.’s 31st Foot and the Native Begiments 
contending for the front; and the battle became general. The 
enemy had a numerous body of cavaliy on the heights to his left, 
and 1 ordered Brigadier Cureton to bring up the right Brigade of. 
Cavalr 3 ', wlio, in the most gallant maimer dashed in among them, 
nnd drove them back upon their Infantry. Meanwhile a second . 
gallant charge to my right was made by the Light Cavalry and the 
Bod}' Guard. The Shekawattce Brigade was .moved well ;to the 
right, in support of Brigadier Cureton, when 1. observed the enemy’s 
encampment, and saw it was full of Infantry: I, immediately 
brought upon it Brigadier Godby’s Brigade, by. changing ;&qnt, 
and taking the enemy’s Infantry “en-reverse.” .They drove them 
before them, and took some guns without a check. ■: , fr ■ ; 

MHiile these operations were going on upon the right ;;and the 
enemy’s left fiank was thvs driven back, I occasionally .obseiyed tiie 
Brigadeunder Brigadier Wheeler, an officer in whom I have the 
greatest confidence, charging and carrying guns and . everything 
before it, again connecting his line, and moving on, , in , a manner 
which ably displayed the coolnessof the Brigadier and th&gaUantiy 

of his irresistible brigade,— H. M’s 50th Foot, the 4Sth N. ,.L, .and .the, . 
Simoor Battalion,— although the loss was, I regret to, say „ severe ;iu- 
the 50th. Upon the left, Bngadier Wilson, . with, H.: M’s., 53rd and: 
the 30th N. I. equalled in celerity.and regularity tbeiycoi^-adesun,- 
the right; and this Brigade was opposed to thq, .T;Aieen’’r troops,., 
called Avitable’s, when the fight.was -fiercely raging. , oj, . r.i.'f - • 
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The enemy, well driven back on his left and centre, cndoavonred 
to hold his right to cover the passage of the river, and he strongly 
occupied the village of 13hoondrec — I directed a .squadron of the 
16th Lancers, under j\Tajor Smj'th and Ca])tain Pearson, to charge 
a body to the right of a village, which they did in the most gallant 
and determined style, bearing cvcrythingbeforc them, as a squadron 
under Capt. Bere had previously done, going right through a square 
in the most intrepid manner with the deadly lance. — This charge 
was accompanied by tlie Srd Light Cavalry under hlajor Angelo, 
and as gallantly sustained. The largest gun upon the field, and seven 
others, were then captured, while the 53rd Regiment carried the 
village by the bayonet, and the 30th Native Infantry wheeled round 
to the rear in a most spirited manner. Lieut. -Col. Alexander’s and 
Capt. Turton’s troops of Horse Artillery, under Major Lawrenson, 
dashed among the flying infantry, committing great havoc, until about 
800 or 1,000 men rallied under the high bank of a nullah, and opened 
a hea%*y but inelFectual fire from below the bank. I immediately 
directed the 30th Native Infantry to charge them, which they were 
able to do upon their left flank, while in a line in rear of the village. 
This native corps nobly obeyed my orders, and rushed among the 
Antabile troops, driving them from under tlie bank, and exposing 
them once more to a deadly fire of twelve guns within 300 yards. 
The destruction was very great, as may be supposed, from guns 
served as these were. Her Majesty’s 53rd Regiment moved for- 
ward in support of the 30th Native Infantry, by the right of the 
village. The battle was won ; our troops advancing with the most 
perfect order to the common focus — the passage of the river. The 
enemy, completely hemmed in, were flying from our fire, and pre- 
cipitating themselves in disordered masses into the ford and boats, 
in the utmost confusion and ' consternation ; our 8-inch howitzers 
soon began to play upon their boats, when the “ debris” of the Sikh 
army appeared upon the opposite and high bank of the river, flying’ 
in every direction, although a sort of line was attempted to coun-' 
ten'ance their retreat, until 'all our guns commenced a furious i 
cannonade, when they quickly receded. Nine guns were on the- 
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river bj the ford. It appears as if they had been milimbered to 
cover the ford. These being loaded, were fired once upon our 
advance; two others were sticking in the river, one of them ve 
got out; two were seen to sink in the quicksands; two were 
dragged to the opposite bank and abandoned. These, and the one 
in the middle of the river, were gallantly spiked by Lieutenant 
Holmes, of the 1 1th Irregular Cavalry, and Gunner Scott, of the 
1st troop ^nd Brigade Horse Artillery, who rode into the stream, 
and crossed for the purpose, covered by our guns and light infantiv. 

Thus ended the battle of Aliwal, one of the most glorious licfo* 
ries ever achieved in India, by the united efforts of Her Majesty’s 
and the Honourable Company’s troops. Every gun the eneni}’ had 
fell into our hands, as I infer from his never opening one upon us 
from the opposite bank of the river, which is high and favourable for 
the purpose — 52 guns are now in the Ordnance Park; two sank in 
the bed of the Sutlej; and 2 were spiked on the opposite bank; 
making a total of 56 pieces of cannon captured or destroyed.® 
Many jingalls which were attached to Awtabiles’s Corps, and which 
aided in the defence of the village of Bhoondree, have also been 
taken. The whole army of the enemy has been driven headlong 
over the difficult ford of a broad river ; his camp, baggage, stores of 
ammunition and of grain, — his all, in fact, wrested from him, by the 
repeated charges of cavalry and infantry, aided by the gunsof Alc-V- 
under, Turton, Lane, klill, Boileauy and of the Shekawattec Bri- 
gade, and by the 8-inch howitzers; — our guns literally being con- 
stantly ahead of everjtlung. The determined braveij of all mis 
as conspicuous as noble. I am unwont to praise when prai.-=c is not 
merited ; and I here most unavowedly express my firm opinion .niid 
conviction, that no troops in any battle on record ever behaved 
more nobly British and Native, uo distinction; Cavalry, ail vying 
with H. M.’s 16th Lancers, and striving to liead in the repeated 
charges. Our guns and gunners, oificersand men, may be cqtiall-i > 
but cannot be excelled, by any artillery in the world. Thronghout 
the day no hesitation— a bold and intrepid advance;— and thus i 

* Eleven guns, since .'isccrtnincd to be stink in the riter, total C“, 3. 
galls fell into our h.ands. 
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that our loss is comparatively small, though I deeply regret to say, 
severe. The enemy fought with much resolution ; they maintained 
frequent rencontres with our cavalry hand to hand. In one charge, 
upon infantry, of H. M.’s 16tli Lancers, they threw away their 
muskets and came on with their swords and targets against the 
lance. 

Having thus done justice, and justice alone, to the gallant 
troops his Excellency entrusted to my command, I would gladly, if 
the limits of a despatch (already too much lengthened, I fear,) per- 
mitted me, do that justice to individuals all deserve. This cannot 
be; therefore must I confine myself to mention those officers, whose 
continued services, experience, and standing, placed them in ‘ con- 
spicuous commands. In Brigadier Wheeler, my second in com- 
mand, I had a support I could rely on with every confidence, and 
most gallantly did he lead his brigade. From Brigadiers Wilson, 
Godby, and Hicks, I had also every support, and every cause to be 
gratified with their exertions. In Brigadier Cureton, Her Majesty 
has one of those officers rarely met with ; the cool experience of the 
veteran soldier is combined with youthful activity — ^his knowledge 
of outpost duty, and the able manner he handles his cavalry under 
the heaviest fire, rank him among the first cavalry officers of the 
age; and I beg to draw his Excellency’s marked attention to this 
honest encomium. In Major Lawrenson, commanding the Artillery, 
Lieut.-Col. Alexander, Captain Turton, and Lieut.-Col. Lane, the 
service has officers of the very first order; and I am equally 
satisfied with Captain Boileau, in command of the nine-pounder 
battery, and with Lieutenant Mill, in charge of four light guns* 
The two 8-inch howitzers did right good service, organized, 
equipped, and brought into the field by the exertions, and deter- 
mination to overcome all difficulties, of Lieut.-Col. Lane, equally 
AVell served, and brought forward always with the Infantry, by 
Lieutenant Austin. 

To Brigadiers Mac Dowell and Stedman, commanding their 
gallant brigades of cavalry, the fortune of the day is greatly in- 
debted; and to all Commanding Officers of Cavalry and Inranlry, 
my warmest thanks are due. To Major Smyth, commanding II.M.’s 
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ti Lancers, who was wounded; to Major Bradford, of the 1st 
Light Cavalry; to Major Angelo, of the 3rd Light Cavaln-; to 
Major Alexander, of the 5th Light Cavalry.; to Captain Hill, of the. 
4th Irregular Cavalry; to Major Forster, of the Slielcawattee Bri- 
gade; and to Captain Quin, of the Body Guard; to Lieut.-Col. 
Spence, commanding H.M.’s 31st Foot; to Major Bird of the S!tb 
N.L ; to Captain Corfield of the 47 th N.I ; to Lieut-Col. Kjan, K.H., 
of H.M.’s 50th Regt. ; to Capttiin Troup, of the 48 th N.L; to Cap- 
tain Fisher, of the Simoor Battalion ; to Lieut.-Col. Phillips, of 
H.M. s 53rd Foot; to Captain Jack of the 38th N.L; to Captain 
Fleming of the 36th N.I. ; and to Brigadier Penny of the Nvsscrcc 
Battalion. 


His Excellency having witnessed the glorious sen’icos of 11. 
31st and 50th regiments, and of the 24th, 47fh, and dSth Native 
Infantry, I have only to report upon H. M.’s 53rd, a young regiment, 
but veterans in danng gallantry and regularity; and Licteiiant- 
Colonel Phillips’s bravery and coolness attracted tlic attention of 
myself and every staff officer I sent to him. The SOtli and 3(kh 
regiments N. I. are an honour to any service ; and tlic intrejdd 
little Goorkhas of the Nusseereeand Sirmoor Battalions in braven* 
and obedience can be exceeded by none. I much regretted I h;ul 
no Bngade to give Brigadier Penny, wlio is in orders for erne, n.s Iti'^ 
Excellency is aware. I can only say, therefore, that when he gets 
his Brigade, if he leads it as he did his gallant band of Goorlcha?, it 


will be inferior to none. 

The service of H. M.’s 16th Lancers his Excellency has witne.«*-il 
on a former occasion ; and the exalted character of this rcginu’iit i‘< 
equally before him. The 1st and Srd Light Cavalry, and the Sih 
Irregulars I believe he has not seen in action ; ami it is an duo. 
therefore, joyfully ' to report the manner they eontendod for t 
glorious prize of rictory, in the many charges they 
livered ; and it will be equally gratifying wlien I .'i.«nrc Im 
lency the Body Guard under Gaptain Quin, and the .ith J.i.r- 
Cavalry well did tlicir duty. The Shekawattoe Brigade under Maj- 
Forster, is steady, obedient, arul wcll-.ap_pcnh.tcd artdl.ry . 

and infantry, cacli arm striving to distingin.^^ii dseH m t u a a • 


\v,\n wmt t?n: 


Ciiptnin Mnlhins <if 11. s« « h U;:<' • .i <l< hu-|iiiu'm <*{’ 

rouviik’^ci'USj' ol 11. !M. ^ icf.jrri .'.Sisi l+’.i llcithctt, <4 tlic 

IIonouraMc Ci'nip.'us) S,Trj’''r' .i!;;! j’: rr<>n!'.c!l tin- 

duties ftssiiziu'il tiiein in pr. th'- i . 

To Captain litnr.'ird, tin- A'’:-.!.nii-Adj'!::Tut.(»{'n(r.<! of tkis 
force. I am deeply isn't ('£. ;1, .-.i:!! ^ ti!) jf.fw- ; n jiii»rt‘ 

cool, intnpiil, iisitl tiiS' tv. to *.;;%• oti.c'-: \ Jerv.ml ; 

and I mays.y li'.e.v.me v j’ii > i;;,- nt*. .n' 1 /i< ’i’.i isit (i.diiivay, 
tlie Doput\-A5-.i't:!;;; th: ;:t« t.M..- C -!< s.-.l <■:' ti; - I;'. l)i\i‘i(tii. 
Captain of ti-.c Kitli l-.n^r; , 1 n p it'. - A • - laijS-lJn-.i tcT- 

Mastor*Gi.!iC'..j J't t’i'’ e..‘. "i , if ..r; ahiiiln’.'- ; 

and llie in.-im.ir i's vnieV. }.(■ d M,.*. r Itr. -A'..;,!, the 1*-? Liplii 
Cavalry, d'lily j -.tiii.lid r-ml fi . ' nte ;trf i, jo -'e- 'lieiii.'clvi'.'' 

acqup.inttd wj!*! 'h*- S" Ctii n ♦ f th'' < :;;v jit.-ied’. ecntrih'.ilnl t(» 

*■ » • 

tlie glorioi!!- itsuh. 

liu* Jlri/.'.dii r- r.il --n isj !.:/h t* rn-.' of t'neir Major?: of 
Brigade— C.'.ptain O'll -.ku.:! <■: the 1 v.ho w.if- woiiiided 

in the- action, rntd v,.< t-pi.it ; hv ('.-Jpt. i!! I’.viiiUT, ol the •}\''tii 
iN’fitivo Intantry ; C.tptvi?, f I. H. r Mf.jr .-ly'?. olsi foot, of 
the 2nd ; (',ipt.!i;! J.-.ftic, .Pith N.-tti-.c Inf.ititry, of tlie oial 

Brigade; Lnuif ^ .••.!;rMie! 5 , of i:?f Iih I’riy'.Hie; Lieiiteii.inf 
Batliiicon. of n,f. M..j, of llu- Tl Ihig.ade of 

and Captain C.o.aphei!, .,f the ht Liylit Cavalry, of the 
Snd Brigade. 

Of the s- nicc. of Lieutenant A. M'. Plovden, ord Mirht 
Catalr^, D(pu(Y-,\v.i.j;,j)i,_\j5jj,{;iiit.(jeneiMl, nnd tn,' Ai‘h ’ 
Lieutenant Ifoldieh, and of Li-uienant 'J'onihs ol th^’ ‘ ^ ' 

iny Acting Aidt-dewainp, I :nu fuliv sensible; .-md * ' 

in nhich they nid.-d n.e in carrying orders I m.. j 
‘'^‘^• Lieutenants Sirnehev and Laird Smith, of ihe' 

contributed U. the cmnnlolion of my pla”*’' pro- 

ever ready to act in tinv capacity : they o- 1^- -o- 
'mti gallaiit ofiicers. . 

lave every reason lo he sntisfiod "‘*^r.,|j„j,isoiif 

‘•Vments under Capuiins Mniinvuring' jlunay? LioJd-,. - 
'‘‘'c to the judicioii?: .'inaugciiicnt^ o 
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Cavalry. 

1st Brigade — 3 European officers, 2 native officers, 83 men, 120 
horses, killed ; 6 European officers, 1 native officer, 100 men, 32 
horses, wounded ; 1 man, 73 horses, missing. 

2nd Brigade— 11 men, 25 horses, killed; 2 European officers, 
3 native officers, S4< men, 38 horses, wounded; 12 horses missing. 


Ivfantry. 

1st Brigade— 2 men killed; 2 European officers, 28 men, 
wounded ; 7 men missing. 

«nd Brigade— 1 European officer, 1 native officer, 27 men, 2 
hovres. killed; 14 European officers. 2 native officers, 134 men, 

^voundcd ; 4 men missing. . missina. 

3rd Br!sadc-7 men killed , 32 men tvounded . 3 men nuss^ 

4lh Brigade-9 men killed; 1 European offlcei, 26 me , 

wounded 1 1 nitUi nussin^* At 

Shekau-attee Infantry-2 men killed; 13 man wounded; 4 

.Sappers and Miners-None killed or wounded. 

Total killed— 151 men, 177 horses ; tota woun e 
71) horses; total missing 25 men, 97 ^ afiOmen- 353 horses. 

Gr.andtotalofkilled.wouuded,andm.ssu 


j r no., flw EnemVi in action at AHwol, 
turn of Ordmnoo ''"f s,Aj. mier thiermal 

b,, tU l.sl Dwision oftU Harry Smith, K.C.R » * 

Command of Major-Gomral Srt Ma,ry 

January, 1843. Aliival, January 30, 

Serviceahle-12 howitzers, 4 Tfsnthi, and 

viceahle-1 guns; since brought in-2 guns, 

ked on the opposite shore b 
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^ 13 „Thc quantity of juumtuntion rn]iiur<'ii with th-* nnsU- sy, 
ana found in the cnmp of the eiuinv, Kwoud nemr.-.t.' enlrn!..t5un. 
consistinir of shot, shell, tirnpe, and .Mindl e.nn nmnuudthm of t >.< ry 
description and for every calibre, 'fhe powder found in the htn- 
hers and waggons of the guns and in ilu- nia'^tnrin.-. of the m. 
trenched camp has been destroyed to prevent aeridenf - h'n:r 

hackery loads have also been appropriated to tim d.- truetmu i>f 
fori"' in the neighbourhood. As many of the shot and ‘Ueli a- thu'- 
would admit of being colleetcd, h.ave been hnuight itito the 1 
the shells, being useless, have been thiown into th'* lit <r. 11)'* 

shot will he appropriated to the public serviee. 

G. LA.\vur-ts?OK, Major thul llrigade llor-e Attilhuy, 

Commanding Artillery, 1st Division, Army of the .'^uth j. 


Copy of a Pencil p.rpn'si;, trriffeii on Hit I'tfhi of }',niiP ip Ahe 
Jlarry Smith to the Cov.imat',(ler^iv,'('hi<rf,^^^^^ 

It.llit, of tUr S.el.-;, 4 &bnkL t’* !' 

Hearing the cneinv had received a reinfoterim nt \i - ;< td.iv t4' 
twelve guns and d, COO men last night, 1 movtd my ti-o'.ju at d e.lh'ht 
this morning to attack. I tliink I have taken t vety gnn In* h ni, .sod 
driven him over the river. My gnus arc now liaitcring Idm from {}:.• 
opposite hank. He came out to figiitine. I expi-et nfiy gum. me .-n 
the field at least. ^ly loss 1 hojie not great. 'I'he C'avnlrv ehati'rd 
severed times, both blade and white likt* soltlicrs, ami inf'intrv,” -tjnj 
rvith each other in bravery. 'J'o the Cod of Victory w.- ar.- a.!} in- 
debted. God bless you, dear Sir Hugh. My Staff all right 
Mackeson and Cunningham, of the Politic.'d Department hour 
heavily on some villages. The enemy required all J could do v.itli 
sudi brave fellows to teach him to swim. 

I (Signed) II. G. Smith, ^Iiijor-Gcncral. 

observed, that tlie publication of the (ir-.patd. from Fir .lolm 
mmer, at page 51, did not proceed from tlic Commandcr-in-Cliiirb OUic.- it 

GeTll ^lif.tary Sccrela.y or Dh- A.ljntarm 


M 



82 


WAU WITH THE SIKHS, 


SOBRAON. 

. The Governor-General of India to the Secret Committee. 

Camp, Kenha Cuchwa, Feb, 19, 18-1 6. 

^ The immediate result of the victory of Aliwal was the evacua- 
tion by the Sikh garrisons of all the forts, hitherto occupied by 
detachments of Lahore soldiers, on this side of the River Sutlej, 
and the submission of the whole of the territory on the left bank of 
that river to the British Government, 

The Sikh army remained dn its entrenched position ; and, 
though on the first intelligence of the victory of Aliwal, and at the 
sight of the numerous bodies which floated from the neighbourhood 
of that battle-fleld to the bridge of boats at Sobraon, they seemed 
much shaken and disheartened, and though many were reported to 
have left them and gone to their homes, yet after a few days, the 
Sikh troops seemed as confident as ever of being able to defy us in 
their entrenched position, and to prevent our passage on the 
River. 


Tlie Coinmander-in-Chief was not in a state to take advantage 
of the ■ enemy’s defeat at Aliwal, by an attack on his entrenched 
position, at Sobraon, until the troops under Major-General Sir H. 
Smith should have rejoined his Excellency’s camp, and the siege 
train and ammunition should have arrived from Delhi. The first 


portion of the siege train, with the reserve ammunition for 100 
field guns, reached the Commandertin-Chief’s camp, on the 7th and 
8th instant. On- the latter day, 'the Brigades which had been 
detached from the main army for the operations in the neighbour- 
hood of Loodiana, rejoined the Commander-in-Chief. Withm 


forty-eight hours from that time, the enemy’s entrenched camp ives 
carried by storm, his army almost annihilated, sixty-seven guns 
captured, and during the night of the lOth,' on which this glorious 
victory was achieved, the advanced brigades of the British Arniji 
were thrown across tlie Sutlej. Early on the 12th our bridge wns 
completed, and on the 13th the Commander-in-Chief, with t 
whole force. e«epting the heavy traie, ami f 7 ;", J 

collect and bring in the wounded to Ferozepore, wui. n 
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guns, were cnciimpecl in tlic Pmijjuib, at ICussoor, .sixteen miles 
from tlie bank of the River opposite Ferozcporc, and thirty-two 
miles from Lahore. 

For the details of thc.se important and doci.sive operations, 1 
must refer you to the enelo.snre.s of links despatcli. 

I cannot, liowever, refrain from cxprcs.sing briefly the ]>ridc and 
gratification with which J communicate to yon these results .so 
emincntl}’ evincing the energetic decision of the -Commander-in- 
Chiefs operations, and the indomitable courage of the Briti.sh 
Indian army under his Excellency’s coinmand,.and which will, I am 
convinced, be mot with a corresponding feeling by the Homo 
Government and the Briti.sli Public. ' ' - - 

I returned to Ferozcpore'from the field of Sobraon, on the 
afternoon of the 10th, within a few hours nfter the action bad 
ceased, to superintend the passage of the Sutlej by our troops.' 

I joined the camp of the Commander-in-CJiief at Kn.ssoor on 
the morning of the l-lth. 

On the arrival at Lahore of the news of the complete victory of 
Sobraon, the -Ranee and Durbar urged Raja^Golab Sing to proceed 
immediately to the British camp, to beg pardon in the name of the 
Durbar and the Sikh Government for the offence which had boon 
committed, and to endeavour to ncgociatc some arrangement for 
the preservation of the country from titter ruin. 

The Raja first stipulated that the Durbar and the chief officers 
of the army, as well as the members'of the Punchaycts, should sign 
a solemn declaration that they would abide by such terms as he 
might determine on witlrthe British Government. This is said to 
have been immediately acceded to; and, on the 15th, Raja Golab 
Sing, Dewan Dena Nath, and Fakeer Nooroodeen arrived in my 
camp at Kussoor, with full credentials from the Maharaja, and 
empowered to agree in the name .of the Maharaja and the Govern- 
ment, to such terms as I might dictate. .The Raja was accompanied 
by the Barukzie Chief, Sooltan Mahomed Khan, and several of the 
most influential Sirdars of the nation. 

I received the Raja in Durbar as the representative of an 
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o/Tcnclinj. Govera^ent, omittmg: tlie forms and ceremonies nsua% 
0 )SC1 ^ ed on the occasion of friendly meetings, and refusing to receive 
at that time, the proffered Nuzznrs and complimentaiy offerings 
I briefly explained to tlie Raja and his colleagues that the 
offence wJiicli had been committed lyas most serious, and the con- 
duct of the Chiefs and the army was most unwarrantable,— that 
this offence Imd been perpetrated witliout the shadow of any cause 
of quarrel on the part of the British Government, in the face of an 
existing Treaty of ‘Amity and Friendsliip,~and that, as all Asia 
had witnessed the injurious conduct of the Silcli nation, retributive 
justice required that the proceedings of the British Government 
should be of a character which would mark to the whole world that 
insult could not be offered to the British Government, and our pro- 
vinces invaded by a hostile army, without signal punishment. 

I fold the Raja that I recognized the irisdom, prudence, and 
good feeling evinced by him in having kept liimself separate fi-om 
tliese unjustifiable hostilities of the Sikhs, and that I was prepared 
to mark my sense of that conduct in the proceedings which must 
now he carried through. I stated, in the most marked manner and 
words, my satisfaction that he who had participated in the offence, 
and whose wisdom and good feeling towards the British Govem- 
nient tvere well known, had been the person chosen by the Durbar 
as tbeii’ representative for negotiating the means by which atone- 
ment might be made, and the terms on which the Sikh Goyeminent 
might be rescued from impending destruction, by a (return to 
amicable relations between the British Goveimnent and the Lahore 


'tate. ' ' . ‘ ‘ - 

I told the Raja and his colleagues that hir. Currie, ihe Cliief 

ecretary to Government, and Major Lawrence,' my Agent, .were 
; fall possession of my deteimination bn the -subject that they 
ere in my entire confidence; and I referred ^the Clfiefs to those 
ficers, that they might'leanrifro'ra them the. principles and details 
■ adjustment wbiclr I had determined to offer for their .immediate 

; 1 f , !• : J I I ' t ' 

The Chiefs remained the greater'part of tlie night in confeieiice 



WAU WITH THE SIKHS- 


85 


with Mr. Currie and hlnjor Lawrence ; but, before they separated, 
a paper was signed by them to the effect that all that had been 
demanded would be conceded, and that arrangements would be 
immediately made, as far as were in the power of the Chiefs, to 
carry out the details that had been explained to them. 

The terms demanded and conceded are, the surrender, in full 
sovereignty, of the territory, hill and plain, lying between the 
Sutlej and Beas Rivers, and the payment of one and a half crores of 
rupees as indemnit}' for the expenses of the war, — the disbandment 
of the present Sikh army, and its re-organiziition on the system and 
regulations with regard to pay which obtained in the time of the late 
Maharaja Runjeet Sing, — the arrangement for limiting the extent of 
tlve force to be keucefortb employed, to be determined on iu commu- 
nication with the British Government, — the suiTender to us of all 
the guns that had been pointed against us, — the entire regulation 
and control of both banks of the river Sutlej, and such other arrange- 
ments for settling the future boundaries of the Sikh State, and the 
organization of its administration, as might be detennined on at 
Lahore 

It was further arranged that the Maharaja, with Bhaee Ram 
Sing, and the other Chiefs remaining at Lahore, should forthwith 
repair to the camp of the Governor-General, and place themselves 
in the hands of the Governor-General, to accompany his camp to 
Lahore. 

'I had prepared, for circulation on my arrival at Kussoor, a 
Proclamation declaratory of my present views and intentions with 
regard to the Punjaub, — a translation of which was given to Raja 
Golab Sing and his colleagues, and a copy of which is enclosed for 
yuur information. 

It was determined that the Maharaja should meet me at 
Lulleana om the 18th (yesterday), when the camp arrived at that 
place. ^ On the afternoon of the 17th, it was announced to me, that 
the) Maharaja, with Bhaee Ram Sing and other Chiefs, had in- 
stantly on receiving the summons from Raja Golab Sing, hastened 
from Lahore, and that they had arrived at Raja Golab Sing’s camp. 
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wrvu Tift; <,ik!IS. 


purhca nimu! n nuJ<- hrvomi our and that IlisHHntcss 

W4‘i r? M.v hi fUii'.' Jo unit upon njf. ° 

i ij ri.hj to abhlf. l,v the first arrangement, and I 

fiurrJ-d jhM Jt fiu.uhl lu> intimated to the Maharaja ^nd the 
C hi' I, fhat 1 v/oiiid n reive Hh Ilighucs?, on the day appointed, at 
Liilit .Uii’, «■!( vrinnii ' in advanee. oji tin* road to Lahore. 

IcJcrdiV aft-rnooii, jiie Mahanija, attended by ILija Golab 
Sin-, heuan J)e.-n.i Xnth, I'aherr Nooroodeen, Bhace Ram Sing, 

1 fid !j fi (vr tUf’Ue <i{le r Chiefr, had an interview Tvitl) mo in my 
Jturbar h nt. v.ht‘re the Commamler-in-Chicf and Staff' had been 
ije.i'' d by jne to be pre-eiit ((» receive them. 

A'> Off the ortvsion of Raja Gol.'ib .Sitig’f, visit, I omitted the usual 
.'-tbUe to the .Malmrnjn. .and curtailed the other customaiy cere- 
■. on hi' jirrivai at )ny tent, causing it to be explained that, 
fintii ;a;bm('^-ion liad been distinctly tendered by the Maharaja in 
pf’r.'on, bo could no? be rfcognisfed, and received as a friendly Prince. 

Subini'''ir'n was tendered by the Minister and Chiefs, who 
.amunpanied the Maharaja, and the pardon of the British Govern- 
jiieni v.as n-que'-ted on -sucii conditions as 1 should dictate, in the 
ex'plicit lonns; after which, 1 stated, that the conditions 
having been distinctly made known to the ^^linister Raja Golab 
.Siiur the clilels accredited will) him, it was unnecessary to 
di'Cnss tliein in that place, and in the presence of the young Maha- 
raja, u-bo was of too tender an age to take part in^iuch matters, and 
that, ns all fin- requirements of the Britisli Government had been 
acquiesced in, and their fulfilment promised in the name of the 
Mabnrnja and Durbar, I should consider myself justified in ti-eat- 
ing the young Mniiarnja from that moment, as a Prince. restored 

to'the friendship oflhc British Government. „ . ' 

After some remarks, regarding tlie fame and character, of the 
late .Maharaia JLmject Sing, and Jiope that, the young :Pnnce 
•ouia follow tlic footsteps of his father, and my desire that such 
'q,tions should Itcnceforward exist between the two States as would 
tend to the benefit of both, 1 broke up the Durbar. ^ ' 

On bis tfikitig leave, I caused the customary presents to be ma 


w 
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tlie street of tents tor ttiiit purpose. -f ,l,„ vo,mir 

letlte course of discussiot, the Mhuster nsM, >f 5 “ 8 
MaWreja should now return to the Eanee, at Lahore > ■ t ' 

U,J desire that he should remafa at my camp, m imatm„ tha . 

nf t.Vip. vounff Chief as I pleased, and as 


was for me to dispose of the young ... ^ r— ' , . - 

best for His Higlmess’s interests. I replied, that L 

-7 J1 ^ .MM. H*- 


might consider ucoi luj. x.>co 

thought it advisable that His Highness s camp should accompany 
mine, and that I should myself conduct him to his capital, winch I 
purposed reaching in two marches, that is, hy to-morrow morning.^ 
The remains of the Sikh army, under Sirdar Tej Sing, and Raja 
Lai Sing on retiring from Snbraon encamped at Raebam, about 
eighteen miles east of Lahore. They are variously estimated at 
from 14,000 to 20,000 horse and foot, with about thirty-five guns. 
Tliey have been positively ordered hy Raja Golah Sing to remain 
stationary ; and the Mahomedan and Hujeeh battalions, in the 
interest of the Minister, have been placed in the citadel, and at the 
gates of Lahore, with strict' orders to permit no armed Sildi soldier 
to enter the town. 

It was intimated to me, Tate last night, that'the inhabitants of 
Lahore andUmritsur were in great alarm at the approach of our 
army to the capital, and were under apprehension that those cities 
might he sacked and plundered hy our troops. I therefore caused 
dm Proclamation, a copy of which is enclosed, to he issued to the 
inhahilants of those cities, informing them of the result of my inter, 
view with the Maharaja, and assuring them of protection, in 
son and property, if the Durbar acted in good faith, and no 

hostile opposition was offered hy the army. * “ 

Ou our utrival at tlus place (&ul,a Kutchwa.) abcut 

u,osf.„a, U,c cty of Lahore, aud twelve fiour ili 
.«vyf,n„|;fo the best part of au hour was h-ar,/ ' 

to he a salute of seven rounds from every gun in T a' 

o the Jesuit of the Maharaja’s meetingVfh.^- 

at Ike prospect of the restoration of t 
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proclamation, 

By the Eight Honourahle the Governor-General of India. 

Department. Kussoor, February H, 1846 . 

^ Ihe Sikh army has been expelled from the left bank of th 
nver Sutlej, havmg been defeated in every action with the loss o 
moie than 220 pieces of field artillery. 

The Lntish army has crossed the Sutlej, and entered the 
Punjaub. 

The Governor-General announces by this proclamation that this 
measure has been adopted by the Government of India, in accord- 
ance with the intentions expressed in the proclamation of the loth 
of December last, as having been forced upon the Governor-General 
for the purpose of effectually protecting the British provinces, for 
vindicating the authority of the British Government, and for punisli- 
ing the violators of treaties and the disturbers of the public peace.’’ 

These operations will be steadily persevered in and vigorously 
‘prosecuted, until the objects proposed to be accomplislied are fully 
attained. The occupation of the Punjaub by the British forces will 
not be relinquished until ample atonement for the insult offered 
to the British Government by the infraction • of the treaty of 
1809, A.D., and by the unprovoked invasion of tlie Britisli provinces, 
shall have been exacted. These objects will include full indemnit}’ 
for all expenses incurred during the war, and such arrangements for 
the' future Government of the Lahore territories as will give perfect 
security to the British Government against similar acts of perfidy 

and aggression. ' ' ' , 

Military operations against the Government and -army of the 
Lahore State have not been undertaken by the Government of 
India from any desire of territorial aggrandizement.' The Governor- 
General, as already announced^ hi the -proclamation of the mh of 
December, “'sincerely desired to see a strong Sikh Goveihineiit re- 
established in the Punjaub, able to contiul its army and to protect 
its subjects.” The sincerity' of these professions is proved by t 'C 
fact that no preparations for hostilities had been made u hen tit 
Lahore Government suddenly, and 'without a prete.vt of coin}) ai 
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invaded the British territories. Tlic unprovoked aggression has 
compelled the British Government to have recourse to arms, and to 
organize the means of ofiensive warfare, and whatever may now 
hefal the Lahore State, the coHscqucnccs can alone be attributed to 
the misconduct of that Government and its army. 

No extension of territory was desired by the Government of 
India ; the measure necessary for providing indemnity for the 
past and security for the future will, however, involve tlic reten- 
tion bj' the British Government of a portion of the country 
hitherto under the government of the Lahore State. The ex- 
tent of territoiy which it may be deemed advisable to hold will 
be determined b3’’ the conduct of the Durbar, and b}" considera- 
tions lor the securit}' of the British frontier. The Government 
of India will, under any circumstances, annex to the British pro- 
vinces the districts, hill and plain, situated between the rivers 
Sutlej and Boas, the revenues thereof being appropriated as a })art 
of the indemnity required from the Lahore State. 

The Government of India has frequently declared that it did 
not desire to subvert the Sikh Government in the Punjaub; and 
although the conduct of the Durbar has been such as to justi^’’ 
the most severe and extreme measures of retribution (the inflic- 
tion of which may yet be required b}^ sound policy', if the recent 
acts of violence be not amply atoned for and immediate submis- 
sion tendered), nevertheless the Govern or- General is still ■\vill- 
ing that an opportunity sliould be given to the Durbar and to 
the chiefs to submit themselves to the authority of the British 
Government, and by a return to good faith, and the observance 
of prudent counsels, enable the Governor-General to organize 
a Sikh Government in the person of a descendant of its founder, the 
late Maharajah Runjeet Sing, the faithful ally of the British power. 

The Governor-General, at this moment of a most complete 
and decisive victory, cannot give a stronger proof of the for- 
bearance and moderation of the Biitish Government tlian by 
makingi this declaration of his intentions, the terms and mode of 
the arrangement remaining for further adjustment. 
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Tile Governor-General, therefore, calls upon all those chiefs 
who are the well-wishers of the descendants of Eiinjeet Sin^li, 
and especially such chiefs as have not participated in the hosdle 
proceedings against the British power, to act in concert witli him 
for carrying into effect such arrangements as ^hall niainfain a 
Silch Government at Lahore, capable of controlling its army and 
protecting its subjects, and based upon princijdes that shall pro- 
vide for the future tranquillity of the Sikh states, shall secure the 
British frontier against a repetition of acts of aggression, and shall 
prove to the whole world the moderation and justice of the para- 
mount power of India. 

If this opportunity of rescuing the Sikh nation from mili- 
tary anarchy and misrule be neglected, and hostile opposition to 
the British army be renewed, the Government of India will 
make such other arrangements for the future government of the 
Punjaub as the interests and security of the British power may 
render just and expedient. 

By order, &c. (Signed) F. Currie, 

Secretary to the Goveinmcnt of India, 
with the Governor-General. 

(True Copy.) W. Edwards, 

Under Secretary to Government of India, 
with Governor-General. 


t 

General Order hj the Right Ronotirahk the Governor-General of 

, India. 

Camp, Kiissoor, Febninrj’ J‘l, IStf* 

The Governor-General, liaring received from Ins Excellency 
the Comraander-in-Chief the desp:itch annexed to this pai.cr, 
innounces to the, Army and the People of India, for the fouril. 
bnediiring this campaign, a most important and memorable uctoiy 
)btained By the Army of the Sutlej over the Sikh forces at Soluno.t, 

)n the 10th instant. 

On that day the enemy’s strongly entrcnclied cnmji, ■ 

)y 35,000 men, and .sixty-seven pieces of nrtilery, (xe 
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heavy, guns, on the opposite bank of the river, was storniccl by the 
British army, nnder the innnccliato command of his Excellency Sir 
Hugh Gough, Bart., G.C.B., and in two hours the Sikh forces 
were driven into the river with immen.se loss, 07 guns being cap- 
tured by the victors. 

The Governor-General most cordially congratulates the Com- 
mandcr-in-Chief and the British army on this exploit, one of the 
most daring ever achieved, by which, in open dat', a triple line of 
breastwork.s, flanked b}' formidable redoubts, bristling with artillery, 
manned by thirty-two regular regiments of infantr}", was assaulted, 
and carried by forces under his Excellency’s command. 

This important operation was most judiciously preceded by a 
cannonade from the heavy howitzers and morUirs, which liad 
arrived from Delhi on the 8th instant, the same day on Avhich the 
forces under Major-General Sir Harry Smith, which had been 
detached to Loodiana, and had gained the victory of Aliwal, 
rejoined the Commandcr-in-Chicfs camp. 

The vertical fire of the heavy ordnance had the effect intended 
by his Excellency ; it shook the enemy’s confidence in works so 
well and so laboriously constructed, and compelled them to seek 
shelter in the broken ground within their camp. 

The British infantry, formed on the extreme left of the line, 
then advanced to the assault, and, in spite of evety impediment, 
cleared the entrenchments, and entered the enemy’s camp. Her 
Majestys 10th, 53rd, and 80th regiments, with the 33rd, dvSrd, 59th, 
and 63rd Native Infantry, moving at a firm and steady pace, never 
fired a shot till they had passed the bai'riers opposed to them, a for- 


bearance inuch to be commended and most worthy of. constant 
imitation, . to which may be attributed the success of their first 
effort, and the small loss ' they sustained. This attack was crowned 
with the success it' deserved, and (led by its gallant, commander, 
Major-General Sir Robert Dick) obtained the admiration of, the 
army, which witnessed its disciplined valour ; when' checked by,the 
formidable obstacles and superior numbers to which the attacking 
division was exposed, . the 2nd division, ’under ‘Major-Geiieral 
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G-Ilbcrfc, afTordcd tlie most opportune assistance by rapidly advanc- 
mg to the attack of the enemy’s batteries, entering their fortified 
position after a severe struggle, and sweeping through the interior of 

1 1 C camp. This division inflicted a very severe loss on the retreat- 
ing enemy 

Ihc same gallant efibrts, attended by the same success, dis- 
tinguished the attack of the enemy’s left, made by the first division 
under tlie command of Major-General Sir H. Smith, K.C.B., in 
wliich tlie troops nobly sustained their former reputation. 

These tliree divisions of infantry, concentrated within the 
enemy’s camp, drove his shattered forces into the river, with a loss 
which far exceeded that which the most experienced oflicers had 
ever witnessed. 


Thus terminated, in the brief space of two hours, tins most re- 
markable conflict, in wdiich the military combinations of the Com- 
mandor-iu-Chief were fully and ably carried into effect with his 
Excellency’s characteristic energy. The enemy’s select regiments 
of regular infantry have been dispersed, and a large proportion de- 
stroyed, with the loss, since the campaign began, of 220 pieces of 
artillery taken in action. 

The same evening, six regiments of native infantry crossed the 


Sutlej ; on the following day, the bridge of boats was nearly Com- 
pleted by that able and indefatigable officer, Major Abbott,' of die 
engineers, and the army is this day encamped at Kussoor, thirty- 


two miles from Lahore. « 1 ^ 

The Governor-General again most cordially congratulates the 
Comraander-in-Chief on the important results obtained by this 
memorable achievement. The Governor-General, in the name of 
the Government and of the People of India, offers to his ^Excel- 
lency the Commander-in-Chief, to the general officers, and all the 
officers and troops under their command, his grateful aSid heart e t 
acknowledgments for the services they have performed. 

To commemorate this great victory, the' Governor-Genera wi 
cause a medal to-be' sta-uck, with >‘Sobraol>” engraved upo.. Jb » 
be presented' to th'e' victorious army m the service oftheEas . 
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Companj, aiul requests his Excellency the Coniinniuler-in-Chicf to 
forward the lists usuallv furnished of those cn"n!Tcd. 

Tlic Governor-General deeply regrets^ tlic loss of the brave 
ofHccrs and men who have fallen on this occasion. Major-General 
Sir Hobert. Dick, K.C.B., wlio led the attack, received a mortal 
wound after he had entered the enemy’s entrenchments. Thus fell, 
most gloriously, at the moment of victory, this veteran ofiicer, dis- 
playing the same energy and intrepidity, ns when, thirty-five years 
ago, in Spain, he was the distinguished leader of the •153iul High- 
landers 

The army has also sustained a heavy loss by the death of Bri- 
gadier Taylor, commanding the .‘3rd brigade of the 2nd division, a 
most able oilicer, and very worthy to have been at the head of so 
distinguished a corps as Her 5'ilajcsty’s 20th regiment, by which he 
was beloved and respected. 

The Company’s seiwicc has lost an excellent oHiccr in Captain 
Fisher, who fell at the head of the brave Sirmoor regiment, which 
greatly distinguished itself. 

The Governor-General has much satisfaction in again ofiering 
to Major-General Sir Harr}* Smith, K.C.B , commanding the 1st 
division of infantry, his best thanks for his gallant services on this 
occasion, by which he has added to his well-established reputation. 

The Govenior-Gcneral acknowledges the meritorious conduct 
of Brigadier, Penny and Brigadier Hicks, commanding brigades in 
the 1st division. 

Her -Majesty’s 31st and 50th regiments greatly distinguished 
themselves, as well as the 42nd and 47th native infantry and the 
Nusseeree battalion. 

•The -Governor-Generars thanks are also due to Licutenant- 
Colonel-Ilj’^an, commanding Her Majesty’s 50th, who, he regrets to 
hear, has been severely wounded. 

To Major-General Gilbert, commanding the 2nd division, the 
Governor-rGeneral ,is most happy to express his acknowledgments 
for the judgment,, coolness, and intrepidity displayed by him on 
every occasion since the campaign opened ; and,jOn the present, the 
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promptitude and energy of We attack essentially contributed to 
ensure the success of tlie day. 

The eovernor-General trusts that the wound received bv 
Biigadier Maclaren will not long deprive tlie service of one of 
best officers. 

Her Majesty s 29th, and the 1st European regiments, and tlic 
16th, 48th, 61st native infantry, and the Sirmoor battalion, linve 
entitled themselves, by their gallant conduct, to the thanks of the 
Government. 


To Brigadier Stacy, on Avhom the command of the 2nd division 
devolved, the Governor-General’s thanks are especially due, for the 
able manner m which the attack within the enemy’s camp vas 
directed. 

The Governor-General is also glad to have this opportunity of 
acknowledging the services of Brigadier Wilkinson, commanding 
the 6th brigade of the attacking division. 

The brigade composed of Her jMajesty’s .9th and (>2nd regi- 
ments, and the 26th native infantry, under the command of Brigadier 
the Honourable T. Ashburnham, placed in support of the attacking 
division, by its firm and judicious advance, contributed to the Mic- 
cess of the assault. 

The cavalry, under the command of Jlajor-Gcncral Sir .h 
ThackwHl, K.C.B. Brigadiers Cureton, Scott, and Camphe)!, \u-rc 
well in hand, and ready for any emergency. Jlcr iM!i)\\stY> .'ini 
Light Dragoons, as usual, >Yere in the foremost ranks, and di'^- 
tinguished themselves under their commanding oiliecr, Lienten.Uit' 


Colonel White. 

Brifradier Smith, the commanding engineer, fully arcomphd 

® ' - . . « . .-1 . . i > I . ... .1 
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the Commander-in-Chicfs in.structions; and to Captain Baker «■ 
Lieutenant Becher of the engineers, the Governor-General sarktaa'.- 

ledgments are due, for leading the dinsion of attack into ti. ' 
enemy’s camp; these officers will maintain the repnutiua of 
corps whenever gallantry or science may he rcyntrcd fr. !:-. a = 

members. . Ji. 

itlajor Abbott, of the EngineorN oxcIumvc <.f hi^ < x-r m , 
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constniclinp: tiu’ bii<lgc oriumts. nuirli inti-lli'jrcnce in tlio 

fieltl. Tho nu‘nt,s of Major Hvilly, coinniuiulinjr ih.nt nin'il usi-fnl 
corp'^ till' sapji('i>' ami minrr.'^. nro aclcnnwU-d'ri'd. 'I'ln’ ability ami 
r.enl of Brii^adicv Inline, tbo M'jnor oflicor of tbo rn'jint rr corps, arc 
wt'll bnown to tlic Cjowriior-fJt’nor.il ; and )»is forljrarajuv* in not 
nssnmintr ibc ronimaml, Imvlnj: rcarbcd ibc camp on tbc prcccditifr 
cveninif, is duly apjuvcintcd. 

Hrijtndier Gownn, connnnndinjr the artillery, ably directed tbc 
practice of the heavy nrtilh ry, on the left, .’osisted by Lieut*- 
Col. Biddulph, Lieut. -Col. Brciolce, Lieut. -Col. M'<K)d, and Capt. 
Pi linns. 

On the right, the howitr-er practice was well sustained by Major 
Grant. 

The troops of Horse Artillery of LictJl.-Col. Lain* and Capt. 
Fordyce gn-atly avsisted the nitaclc of our infantry on the h-ft; ntul, 
whilst the enemy were crossimt the river, the fire of Lieut. -Col. 
Alexander’s troop was most effective. 

The troops of Capt. Hor.-ford ntul Cn])t. .Swinley also did good 
service. 

TJic Governor-Gejicral's aebnowlcdg-;nents are flue to ^Jajor 
Grant, Deputy Adjutant-General, imd to his department generally, 
for their abiiitv and intelligence. To the Quartermaster-General 
the service is much indebted for the judgment and zeal which marh 
,all the proceedings of that ofTicer, and the Governor-General offers 
achnowlcdgmont.s to him, to the Deputy Quartermaster-General, 
Licut*-Col. Drummond, .and tho ofilcer.s of that department. 

To Lieut.-Col. Barr, Acting Adjutant General, and to Lieut.- 
Col. Gough, Acting Quarter-mast cr-Gcncral, Quccn’.s S^endee, the 
Govern or- Gen oral's thanks are due. He regrets the temporar}' pri- 
vation of the services of these officers by the wounds they have 
received. 

To Licut.-Col. Birch, .fudge Advocate General, tho Governor- 
General again has to repeat his thanks for his intelligence and 
gallantry. 
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1 o Lieu t. -Col. Jlnvelock, Persian Interpreter, the Govemor- 
Cteneral oflers his best thanks. 

1 he Governor-General desires to record his obligations to Count 
Hnvensbnrgl., and to the officers of Ilis Royal Highness’s Staff, 
Count Oriola, and Count Grcubeii. Tin's gallant and amiable prince, 
nith his brave associates of the Prussian Army, has shared all the 
dangers and secured for himself the respect and admiration of the 
Riitish Army; and the Governor-General begs to convey to His 
Royal Highness and to his Stall’ his cordial thanks for the ready 
oilers of their sci vices on the field of battle. 

Ihc Governor-General has now to acknowledge the services 
rendered by the officers attached to In's own Staff. 

lie renews to Lieut.-Col. Benson, of the Military Board, his 
strong sense of the important sendees rendered by that officer during 
the whole of this campaign, whose general information in mih'tary 
details, and cool judgment in action, deserve this acknowledgment. 

Lieut.-Col. Wood, the Governor-General’s Military Secretary, 
displayed on the 10th inst. the same intelligence and gallantry as 
on former occasions. 

hlajor Lawrence, the Governor-General’s Political Agent, has, 
throughout these operations, afforded most useful assistance by his 
ability, zeal, and activity in the field, as well as on every other 
occasion. 

Captain Mills, Assistant Political Agent, and Honorary Aide-de- 
camp to the Governor-General, has shown the most' unwearied 
devotion to the service, as weU in the field as in the exercise of Ins 
personal influence in the protected Sikh states. 

The Governor-General’s thanks are also due to Capt. Cunning- 
ham, Engineers, Assistant Political Agent. 

The Governor-General’s Aides-de-Camp, Capt. Grant, or 
Arthur Hay, Capt. Peel, and Capt. Hardinge, by their gallantry 
and intelligence rendered themselves most useful. ^ 

In the operations of this campaign, in which officers of t le 
service have accompanied the camp, and participated mtiewsv 
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incidental to active warfare, the Governor-Generar.s thanks arc due 
for their readine.'^s in encounlcring these risks, and their endurance 
of privations. 

The Governor-General acknowledge.s the able assistance he has at 
all times received from the Political Secretarv, V. Currie, Esq. His 
acknowloclgmcnls arc also due to his Private Secretary, C. Hardinge, 
Esq., and to the Assistant Political Agent, K. Cust, Esq. 

Lieut.-Col. Parsons, Deputy Commissary-General, has succeeded 
in keeping the army well-supj)licd ; and the Governor-General is 
much satisfied with his exertions, and those of the officers under 
his command. Tlic army took the field under circumstances of 
great difficulty ; and, by strenuous exertions, and good arrangements 
on the part of the Lieut.-Colonel, the army has now a large supply 
in reserve — a result ver}* favourable to the Chief of the Commissariat 
Department. The manner in which Capt. Johnston has conducted 
the commissariat duties entru.sted to him, has also met with the 
Governor-Gcncrars approbation. 

To Dr. Macleod, Superintending Surgeon, and to Dr. Graham, 
as well as to the officers of the medical department generally, the 
Governor-General offers his acknowledgments. 

His thanks arc due to Dr. Walker, Surgeon to the Governor- 
General, whose ability is only to be equalled by his zeal and 
humanity. 

A salute of twenty-one'guns will be fired in celebration of the 
victoiy of Sobraon at all the usual stations of the army. 

By order of the right Honourable the the Gov.-Gen. of India. 

F. Currie, 

Sccretarj' to the Government of India, "with the Gov.-Gen. 


General Sir Hugh Gough, Bart., G. C. B., Commander-in- Chief of 
the Forces in India, to the Governor-General of India. 

Head Quarters, Anny of the Sutlej, Camp Kussoor, February 13, 184G. 
Right Honoui’able Sir, — This is the fourth despatch which I 
have the honour of addressing to you since the opening of the cam- 


o 
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paigj,. Thanks to Almighty God, whose hand I desire to nckno.- 
ledge in all cur successes, the occcasion of my writing „„„• is l„ 
announce a fourth and most glorious and decisive victory. 

My last communication detailed the movements of the Sikli5 
and our counter-manoeuvres since the great day of Peroze.din.h. 
Defeated on the Upper Sutlej, the enemy continued to occupy his 
position on the right bank, and his formidable fete du jmnt vM 
entrenchments on the left bank of the river, in front of the 
main body of our army. But, on the lOth inst., all that lie held of 
British territory, which was comprised in the ground on which one 
of his camps stood, wSs stormed from his grasp, and his andneify 
was again signally punished by a blow, sudden, heavy, and over- 
whelming. It is my gratifying duty to detail the measures which 
have led to this glorious result. 

The enemy’s works had been repeatedly reconnoitered during 
the time of my head-quarters being fixed at Nilinlkcc, by myself, 
my departmental staff, and my engineer and artillery officers. Our 
observations, coupled with the reports of spies, convinced u.v that 
there had devolved on us the arduous task of attacking n position 
covered wdth formidable entrenchments, not fewer than flO.OfKl 


men, the best of the Kalsa troops, W'ith seventy [licccs of cannof!, 
united by a good bridge to a reserve on tlm opposite bank, on which 
the enemy had a considerable camp and .some artillery, coinni uKi- 
ing and flanking Ins held works on our side. l^Iajor Geneml Sir 
HaiTy Smith’s division having rejoined me cm the evening of d; • 
8th, and part of my siege train having come up witli me, 1 ri olv ! .; 
on the morning of the 10th, to dispose our mortal^ am! battfHr,- 
guns on the alluvial land within good range of the enemy’., pi* -ifi--' 
at the post of observation in front of Kodeewalla, and at tie* 
Sobraon. It was directed that this should he dorie dorim' 
night of the 9th, but tlie execution of ihh p.art of thrp’.o ^ • 
deferred owng to mi.sconception.s and rasnal circmust.u.c.'i m - i 
near day-break. TJic delay was of little imporMme. / 
showed that (he Sikh-s had followed our example, in ocmjy tr , • 
two posts in force by day only. Of both thereh.re p- ' 
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taken without opposition. The battering and disposable field 
artillery was then put in position on an extended semi-circle^ em- 
bracing within its fire the works of the Sikhs. It had been in- 
tended that the cannonade should have commenced at day-break ; 
but so heavy a mist hung over the plain and river that it became 
necessary to ■wait until the rays of the sun had penetrated it 
and cleared the atmosphere. Meanwhile on the margin of the 
Sutlej, on our left, two brigades of Major General Sir Robert 
Dick’s division, under his personal command, stood ready to com- 
mence the assault against the enemy’s extreme right. His 7tli 
brigade, in which was the 10th foot, reinforced by the 53rd foot, 
and led by Brigadier Stacy, was to head the attack, supported at 
200 yards distance by the 6th brigade, under Brigadier Wilkinson. 
In reserve -was the 5th brigade, under Brigadier the Honourable 
T. Ashburnham, which was to move forward from the entrenched 
\allage of ICodeewalla, leaving, if necessary, a regiment for its 
defence. In the centre, Major General Gilbert’s division was 
deployed for support or attack, its right resting on and in the 
village of the Little Sobraon. Major General Sir Harry Smith’s 
division was formed near the village of Guttah, with its right 
thrown up towards the Sutlej. Brigadier Cureton’s cavalry 
threatened, by feigned attacks, the ford at Hurrekee and the 
enemy’s horse, under Raja Lai Sing Misr, on the opposite bank. 
Brigadier Campbell, taking an intermediate position in the rear 
between Major General Gilbert’s right and Major General Sir 
Harry Smith’s left, protected both. Major General Sir Thomas 
Thackwell, under whom was Brigadier Scott, held in reserve on 
our left, ready to act as circumstances might demand, the rest of 
the cavalry. , 

Our battery of nine-pounders, enlarged into twelves, opened 
near, the Little Sobraon with a brigade of howitzers formed from 
the light field batteries and troops of horse artillery, shortly after 
day break. But it was half-past six before the whole of our artil- 
lery fire 'was developed. It was most spirited and well directed. I 
cannot speak in terms too high of the judicious disposition of the 
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guns, were encamped in the Punjanb, al ICussoor, sixteen miles 
from the hanh of the River opposite Ferozoporc, and thirty-two 
miles from Lahore. 

For the details of these important and decisive operations, I 
must refer you to the enclosures of this dcspatcli. 

I cannot, liowever, refrain from expressing briefly the pn'dc and 
gratification with which 1 communicate to j’ou - these resdits .so 
eminently evincing the energetic decision of the Commahder-in- 
Ghiefs operations, and the indomitable courage of' the British 
Indian army under hi.s Excellency’s con'unand,.and which will, T am 
convinced, he met with a corresponding feeling by the Home 
Government and the British Public. ' 

I returned to Ferozepore'from the field of Sobraon, on the 
afternoon of the 10th, within a few hours after the action had 
ceased, to superintend the ])assagc of the Sutlej by our troops,' 

I joined the ciunp of the Commandcv-in-CJiief at Kussoor on 
the morning of the 14th. 

On the arrival at Lahore of the news of the complete victory of 
Sobraon, the Ranee and Durbar urged Raja Golab Sing to proceed 
immediately to the British camp, to beg pardon in the name of the 
Durbar and the Sihh Government for the ofienco which had been 
committed, and to endeavour to uegociate some arrangement for 
the preservation of the country from utter ruin. 

The Raja first stipulated that the Durbar and the chief officers 
of the army, as well as the members of the Punchaycts, should sign 
a solemn declaration that they would abide by such terms as he 
might determine on with' the British Government. This is said to 
have been immediately acceded to; and, on the 15th, Raja Golab 
Sing, Dewan Dena Nath, and Fakeer Noorpodeen arrived in my 
camp at Kussoor, with full credentials from the Maharaja, and 
empowered to agree in the name .of the Maharaja and the Govern- 
ment, to such terms as I might dictate. .The Raja was accompanied 
by the Barukzie Chief, Sooltan Mahomed Khan, and several of the 
most influential Sirdars of the nation. 

I received the Raja in Durbar as the representative of an 
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ep-imentarr oShrins?, 

I Lnef.r errplamC'O. to tr.e Rzjz szic his cclleagnes that the 
ofTmee '-rhlcn had been committed ~es most seriovs, and the con- 
coct of the Chiefs and tbe £nnj vrzs most nm^rarrantahle, — that 
this oiTenea had been perpetrated vrltbont tbe sbaco-rr of anj canse 
of cuarrel on the part of the British Goren-jment, in the face of sn 
c-msttn^' Treat;.- of Amitj and Triendship, — and that, as all Asia 
had iritneesed the- injurious conduct of the Sikh nation, rettihnrive 
justice r-equired that the proceedings of the British Goremment 
sno'jid he of 2 character iThich vro nld mark to the ’»vho3e vrorid that 
iinsnit conidnot he cfTered to the British GGremmenL and our pro- 
"nces invaded Ir.' a hostile zruig, vrithout signal punishment. 

I told the Rsja that I recegnized the vrisdom, prudence, and 
good feeling c’dnced br him in having kept himsc-h’ separate from. 
these unjustidable hostilities of the Sikhs, and that I vras prepared 
to mark mv sens-e of that conduct in the proceedings vrbich must 
novr be carried thro-agh. 1 stated, in the most marked manner and 
'vvords, mv satisfaction that he vrho bad participated in the ofence, 
and vrhose rrisdom and good feeling tovrards the British Govern- 
ment vrere ■veil kno^vn, had been the person chosen hy the Durbar 
as their representative for negotiating the means by vrMcb atone- 
ment minbt be made, and the terms on vraicn tne Sikh Government 
might be rescued from impending destruction, by a return to 
amicable relations betvreen the British Government and the Lahore 
State. 

I told the Raj'a and his eoUeaguss that Mr. Carrie, the' Chief 
Secretary to Government, and iMaJor Lawrence, my Agents were 
in full possession of mv determination 6n toe suoject ; that they 
>rere in mv entire confidence : and I referred the Chiefs to l.bo^e 
officers, that thej might learn from them the pxincipies and details 
of adjustment which I had determined to offer for their immediate 
acceptance. 

The Chiefs remained the greater part of the night in conference 
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with ^Ir. Currie and J^Iajor Lawrence; but, before they separated, 
a paper was signed by them to llie eflcct that all that had been 
demanded would be conceded, and that arrangements would be 
immediately made, as far as were in the power of the Chiefs, to 
carry out the details that had been explained to them. 

The terms demanded and conceded are, the surrender, in full 
sovereignt}', of the territory, hill and plain, lying between the 
Sutlej and Beas Rivers, and the paj-ment of one and a half crorcs of 
rupees as indemnit}' for the expenses of the war, — the disbandment 
of the present Sikh arm}', and its re-organization on the system and 
regulations with regard to pay which obtained in the time of the late 
Maharaja Runjeet Sing, — the arrangement for limiting the extent of 
the force to be henceforth employed, to be determined on in commu- 
nication with the British Government, — the surrender to us of all 
the guns that had been pointed against us, — the entire regulation 
and control of both banks of the river Sutlej, and such other arrange- 
ments for settling the future boundaries of the Sikh State, and the 
organization of its administration, as might be determined on at 
Lahore 

It was further arranged that the Maharaja, with Bhaee Ram 
Sing, and the other Chiefs remaining at Lahore, should fortlnvith 
repair to the camp of the Governor-General, and place themselves 
in the hands of the Governor-General, to accompany his camp to 
Lahore. 

I had prepared, for circulation on my arrival at Kussoor, a 
Proclamation declaratory of my present views and intentions with 
regard to the Punjaub, — a translation of which was given to Raja 
Golab Sing and his colleagues, and a copy of which is enclosed for 
your information. 

It was determined that the Maharaja should meet me at 
Lulleana on the 18th (yesterday), when the camp arrived at that 
place. On the afternoon of the 17th, it was announced to me, that 
tliei Maharaja, with Bhaee Ram Sing and other Chiefs, had in- 
stantly on receiving the summons from Raja Golab Sing, hastened 
from Lahore, and that they had arrived at Raja Golab Sing’s camp. 
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PROCLAMATION, 

By the Right Honourahle the Governor-General of India, 

Foreign Department, Kussoor, Februar)' 34, 3S46- 

File Sikh army has been expelled from the left bank of the 
river Sutlej, having been defeated in every action with the loss of 
more than 220 pieces of held artillery. 

The Piitish army has crossed the Sutlej, and entered the 
Punjaub. 

The Governor-General announces by this proclamation that this 
measure has been adopted by the Government of India, in accord- 
ance with the intentions expressed in the proclamation of the 13th 
of December last, as having been forced upon the Governor-General 
for the purpose of “ effectually protecting the British provinces, for 
vindicating the authority of the British Government, and for punish- 
ing the violators of treaties and the disturbers of the public peace.’’ 

These operations will be steadily persevered in and vigorously 
• prosecuted, until the objects proposed to be accomplished are fully 
attained. The occupation of the Punjaub by the British forces will 
not be relinquished until ample atonement for the insult offered 
to the British GSvernraent by the infraction - of the treaty of 
1809, A.D., and by the unprovoked invasion of the British provinces. 
shall have been exacted. These objects will include full indemnity 
for all expenses incurred during the war, and such arrangements for 
the future Government of the Lahore tendtories as will ^ve perfect 
security to the British Government against similar acts' of perfidy 
and agm-ession. 

Military operations against the Government and army' of the 
Lahore State have not been undertaken by the Government of 
India from any desire of territorial aggrandizement The Gdvernbr- 
General, as already announced- in the -proclamation of the 13th of 
December, "sincerely desired to see a strong Sikh ' Government re- 
established in the Punjaub; able to control its army and -to protect 
its subjects.” The sincerity of these professions is proved by the 
fact that no preparations for hostilities'had been made when' the 
Lahore Government suddenly, and vrithout a pretext mf complaint, 
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invaded the Brilisli torritoi’ics. Tiie unprovoked aggression lias 
eompelled tlie Britisli Government to liave recourse to arms, and to 
organize tlie means of oflensive warfare, and whatever may now 
befal tlic Lahore Slate, the consequences can alone be attributed to 
the misconduct of that Government and its army. 

No extension of territory was desired by the Government of 
India ; tlie measure necessary for providing indemnit}' for the 
past and security for the future will, however, involve the reten- 
tion by the British Government of a portion of the country 
hitherto under the government of the Lahore State. The ex- 
tent of territoiy which it may be deemed advisable to hold will 
be determined b)' the conduct of the Durbar, and by considera- 
tions for the security of the British frontier. The Government 
of India will, under any circumstances, annex to the British jn-o- 
vinces the districts, hill and plain, situated between the rivers 
Sutlej and Beas, the revenues thereof being appropriated as a part 
of the indemnity required from the Lahore State. 

The Government of India has frequently declared that it did 
not desire to subvert the Sikh Government in the Punjaub; and 
although the conduct of the Durbar has been such as to justify 
the most severe and extreme measures of retribution (the inflic- 
tion of which may yet iie required by sound policy, if the recent 
acts of violence be not amply atoned for and immediate submis- 
sion tendered), nevertheless the Governor-General is still will- 
ing that an opportunity should be given to the Durbar and to 
the chiefs to submit themselves to the authority of the British 
Government, and by a return to good faith, and the observance 
of prudent counsels, enable the Governor-General to organize 
a Sikh Government in the person of a descendant of its founder, the 
late Maharajah Runjeet Sing, the faithful ally of the British power. 

The Governor-General, at this moment of a most coiap^«te 
and decisive victory, cannot give a stronger proof of the for- 
bearance and moderation of the British Government than by 
making this declaration of his intentions, the terms and mode of 
the arrangement remaining for further adjustment. 

N 
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heavy guns, on tlie opposite bank of the river, was stormed by tlie 
British army, under the immediate command of his Excellency Sir 
Hugh Gough, Bart., G.C.B., and in two hours the Sikli forces 
were driven into the river with immense loss, 67 guns being cap- 
tured by the victors. 

The Governor-General most cordially congratulates the Com- 
inander-in-Chief and the British army on this exploit, one of the 
most daring ever achieved, by which, in open day, a triple line of 
breastworks, flanked by formidable redoubts, bristling with artillcr}', 
manned by thirt}f-two regular regiments of infantry, was assaulted, 
and carried by forces under his Excellency’s command. 

This important operation was most judiciously preceded by a 
cannonade from the heavy howitzers and morUirs, which had 
arrived from Delhi on the Slh instant, the same day on which the 
forces under Major-General Sir Harry Smith, which had been 
detached to Loodiana, and had gained the nctory of Aliwal, 
rejoined the Commander-in-Chiefs camp. 

The vertical fire of the heavy ordnance had the elfcct intended 
by his Excellency ; it shook the enemy’s confidence in works so 
well and so laboriously constructed, and compelled them to seek 
shelter in the broken ground within their camp. 

The British infantry, formed on the extreme left of the line, 
then advanced to the assault, and, in spite of every impediment, 
cleared the entrenchments, and entered the enemy’s camp. Her 
Majestys 10th, 53rd, and 80th regiments, with the 33rd, 4'3rd, 59th, 
and 63rd Native Infantry, moving at a firm and steady pace, never 
fired a shot till they had passed the barriers opposed to them, a for- 


bearance much to be commended and most worthy of constant 
imitation, to which may be attributed the success of their first 
effort, and the small loss they sustained. This attack was crowned 
with the success it deserved, and (Jed by its gallant commander, 
Maior-General' Sir Robert Dick) obtained the admiration of .the 
army, which witnessed its disciplined valour ; when checked By the 
formidable obstacles and superior numbers to which tlie attacking 
division was' "exposed, the 2nd division, under Major-General 

I f‘ . ' 
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Gill)Grl, nnbrdcci the most opportune nssistance hy rapidly adraiic- 
iiiff to the at fade of the eiiem 3 '’s baltcrics, entering their fortified 
position after a severe struggle, and sweeping through the interior of 
the cainj). 'J iiis division inflicted ii very severe loss on the retreat- 
ing eneniy 


Ihe same gallant efforts, attended by the same success, dis- 
tinguished the alLnck of the enemy’s left, made by the first dirision 
under the command of aAfajor-General Sir H. Smith, K.C.B., in 
wliich the trooj)s nobly sustained their former reputation. 

These three divisions of infantry, concentrated within the 
enemy’s camp, drove his shattered forces into the river, with a loss 
wliich far exceeded that whicli the most experienced officers had 
ever witnessed. 

Thus terminated, in the brief space of two hours, this most re- 
inarkalile conflict, in which the military combinations of the Com- 
mauder-in-Chief were fully and ably carried into effect with his 
rix(:eltcncy’.s characteristic energy. The enemy’s select regiments 
of regular infantry liavc been dispersed, and a large proportion de- 
stro 3 -ed, with the loss, since the campaign began, of 220 pieces of 
artillery taken in action. 

The same evening, six regiments of native infantiy crossed the 
Sutlej ; on the following day, the bridge of boats w'as nearly com- 
pleted by that able and indefatigable officer, Major Abbott,' of the 
engineers, and the army is this day encamped at Kussoor, thirty- 
two miles from Lahore. « ‘ 

The Governor-General again most cordially congratulates the 
Commauder-in-Chief on the important result's obtained'by this 
memorable achievement. The Governor-General, in the name of 
the Government and of tlie People of India, offers to Ins Excel- 
lency the Coinmander-in-Chief, to the genei'al officers/ and all the 
officers and troops under their command, his grateful and heartfelt 
acknowledgments for the services they liave performed; ‘ ‘ 

To commemorate this great ■victory, the Governor-General will 
cause a medal to be struck, with ^'Sobraoh ” engraved upon it, to 
be presented to the victorious army in the service of the East- India 
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Company, and requests his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief to 
forward the lists usually furnished of those engaged. 

The Governor-General deeply regrets the loss of the brave 
officers and men who have fallen on this occasion. Major-General 
Sir Robert Dick, K.C.B., who led the attack, received a mortal 
wound after he had entered the enemy’s entrenchments. Thus fell, 
most gloriously, at the moment of victory, this veteran officer, dis- 
playing the same energy and intrepidity, as when, thirty-five years 
ago, in Spain, he was the distinguished leader of the 42nd High- 
landers 

The army has also sustained a heavy loss by the death of Bri- 
gadier Taylor, commanding the 3rd brigade of the 2nd division, a 
most able officer, and'verj worthy to have been at the head of so 
distinguished a corps as Her Majesty’s 29th regiment, by which he 
was beloved and respected. 

The Company’s service has lost an excellent officer in Captain 
Fisher, who fell at the head of the brave Sirmoor regiment, which 
greatly distinguished itself. 

The Governor-General has much satisfaction in again offering 
to Major-General Sir Harry Smith, K.C.B , commanding the 1st 
division of infantry, his best thanks for his gallant services on this 
occasion, hyAvhich he has added to his well-established reputation. 

The Governor- General acknowledges the meritorious conduct 
of Brigadier Penny and Brigadier Hicks, commanding brigades in 
the 1st division. 

Her,iM^’esty’s ,31st and 50th regiments greatly distinguished 
themselves, 'as well as the 42nd and 47th native infantry and the 
Nusseeree battalion. , 

/The" Governor-General’s thanks are also due to Lieutenant- 
ColonehRyan, commanding Her Majesty’s 50th, who, he regrets to 
hear, has been severely wounded. 

To Major-General Gilbert, commanding the 2nd division, the 
' Governor-General is most happy to express his acknowledgments 
for ;the' judgment, coolness, and intrepidity displayed by him on 
every occasion since the campaign opened ; and, ..on the present, the 



96 


WAR WITH THE SIKHS. 


To Lieut.-Co]. Havelock, Persian Interpreter, the Governor- 
General offers his best tlianks. 

The Governor-General desires to record his obligations to Count 
Ravensburgh, and to the officers of His Rojal Highness’s Staff, 
Count Oriola, and Count Greuben. This gallant and amiable prince, 
with his brave associates of the Prussian Army, has shared all the 
dangers and secured for himself the respect and admii’ation of tlie 
Piitish iijTny ; and the Governor-General begs to convey to His 
Royal Highness and to his Staff his cordial thanks for the ready 
offers of their services on the field of battle. 

Tlie Governor-General has now to acknowledge the services 
rendered by the officers attached to his own Staff. 

He renews to I/ieut. -Col. Benson, of the hRlitaiy Board, his 
strong sense of the important services rendered by that officer during 
the whole of this campaign, whose general information in military 
details, and cool judgment in action, deserve this acknowledgment. 

Lieut.-Col. Wood, the Governor-General’s Militaij Secretary, 
displayed on the 10th inst. the same intelligence and gallantry as 
on former occasions. 

Major Lawrence, the Governor-General’s Political Agent, has, 
thi'oughout these operations, afforded most useful assistance by his 
ability, zeal, and activity in the field, as well as on every other 
occasion. 

Captain Mills, Assistant Political Agent, and Honorary Aide-de- 
camp to the Governor-General, has shown the most unwearied 
devotion to the sendee, as well in the field as in the exercise of his 
personal influence in the protected Sikh states. 

The Govemor-General’s thanks are also due to Capt. Cunning- 
ham, Engineers, Assistant Political Agent. 

The Governor-General’s Aides-de-Camp, Capt. Grant, Lord 
Arthur Hay, Capt. Peel, and Capt. Hardinge, by their gallantly 
and intelbgence rendered themselves most useful. _ 

In the operations of this campaign, in which ofiicers of the 
service have accompanied the camp, and participated in the ns 's 
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incidental to active warfare, tlie Governor-General’s thanks are due 
for their readiness in encountering these risks, and their endurance 
of privations. 

The Governor-General acknowledges the able assistance he has at 
all times received from the Political Secretary, F. Currie, Esq. His 
acknowledgments are also due to his Private Secretary, C. Hardinge, 
Esq., and to the Assistant Political Agent, R. Gust, Esq. 

Lieut.-Col. Parsons, Deputy Commissary-General, has succeeded 
in keeping the army well-supplied ; and the Governor-General is 
much satisfied with his exertions, and those of the officers under 
his command. The arm}-^ took the field under circumstances of 
great difficult}' ; and, by strenuous exertions, and good arrangements 
on the part of the Lieut.-Colonel, the army has now a large supply 
in reserve — a result very favourable to the Chief of the Commissariat 
Department. The manner in which Capt. Johnston has conducted 
the commissariat duties entrusted to lum, has also met with the 
Governor-General’s approbation. 

To Dr. Macleod, Superintending Surgeon, and to Dr. Graham, 
as well as to the officers of the medical department generally, the 
Governor-General offers his acknowledgments. 

His thanks are due to Dr. Walker, Surgeon to the Governor- 
General, whose ability is only to be equalled by his zeal and 
humanity. 

A salute of twenty-one’guns will be fired in celebration of the 
victory of Sobraon at all the usual stations of the army. 

By order of the right Honourable the the Gov.-Gen. of India. 

F. Currie, 

Secretary to the Government of India, with the Gov.-Gen. 


General Sir Hugh Gough, Bart., G. C. B., Commander-in- Chief of 
the Forces in India, to the Governor- General of India. 

Head Quarters, Army of the Sutlej, Camp Kussoor, February 13, 1846. 
Right Honourable Sir, — This is the fourth despatch which I 
have the honour of addressing to you since the opening of the cam- 
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paign.^ 'J’hanks to Almighty God, whose hand I desire to acknow- 
ledge in all our successes, the occcasion of my writing now is to 
•lunounce a fourth and most glorious and decisive victory. 

IMy last communication detailed the movements of the Sikhs 
and our counter-mancouvres since the great day of Ferozeshali. 
Defeated on the Upper Sutlej, the enemy continued to occupy his 
position on the right bank, and his formidable tete du pont and 
entrenchments on the left bank of the river, in front of the 
main body of our army. But, on the 10th inst., all that he held of 
British territory, which was comprised in the ground on which one 
of liis camps stood, wSs stormed from his grasp, and his audacity 
was again signally punished by a blow, sudden, heavy, and over- 
whelming. It is ni}' gratifying duty to detail the measures which 
liavc led to this glorious result. 

The enemy's works had been repeatedly reconnoftered during 
the time of my head-quarters being fixed at Nihalkee, by myself, 
my departmental staff, and my engineer and artillery officers. Our 
observations, coupled with the reports of spies, convinced us that 
there had devolved on us the arduous task of attacking a position 
covered with formidable entrenchments, not fewer than 30,000, 
men, the best of the Kalsa troops, with seventy pieces of cannon, 
united by a good bridge to a reserve on the opposite bank, on which 
the enemy had a considerable camp and some artillery, command- 
ing and flanking his field works on our side. Major General Sir 
Harry Smith’s dhision having rejoined me on the evening of the 
8th, and part of my siege train having come up with me, rresolved 
on the morning of the 10th, to dispose our mortars and battering 
guns on the alluvial land within good range of the enemy’s picquets 
at the post of observation in front of Kodeewalla, and at the Tittle 
Sobraon. It was directed that this should be done during the 
night of the 9th, but the execution of this part of the plan W'as 
deferred o^ving to misconceptions and casual cfrcumstances unti 
near day-break. The delay was of little importance, as the event 
showed that the Sikhs had foUowed our example, in occupymg t e 
two posts in force by day only. Of both therefore possession 



WAR WITH THE SIKHS. 


99 


taken without opposition. The battering and disposable field 
artillery was then put in position on an extended semi-circle, em- 
bracing within its fire the works of the Sikhs. It had been in- 
tended that the cannonade should have commenced at day-break ; 
but so heavy a mist hung over the plain and river that it became 
necessary to \vait until the rays of the sun had penetrated it 
and cleared the atmosphere. Meanwhile on the margin of the 
Sutlej, on our left, two brigades of Major General Sir Robert 
Dick’s division,' under his personal command, stood ready to com- 
mence the assault against the enemy’s extreme right. His 7 th 
brigade, in which was the 10th foot, reinforced by the 53rd foot, 
and led by Brigadier Stacy, was to head the attack, supported at 
200 yards distance by the 6th brigade, under Brigadier Wilkinson. 
In reserve was the 5th brigade, under Brigadier the Honourable 
T. Ashburnham, which was to move forward from the entrenched 
village of ICodeewalla, leavmg, if necessary, a regiment for its 
defence. In the centre. Major General Gilbert’s division was 
deployed for support or attack, its right resting on and in the 
village of the Little Sobraon. Major General Sir Harry Smith’s 
division was formed near the village of Guttah, with its right 
thrown mp towards the Sutlej. Brigadier Cureton’s cavalry 
threatened, by feigned attacks, the ford at Hurrekee and the 
enemy’s horse, under Raja Lai Sing Misr, on the opposite bank. 
Brigadier Campbell, taking an intermediate position in the rear 
between Major General Gilbert’s right and Major General Sir 
Harry Smith’s left, protected both. Major General Sir Thomas 
Thackwell, under whom was Brigadier Scott, held in reserve on 
our left, ready to act as circumstances might demand, the rest of 
the cavalry. , 

Our battery of nine-pounders, enlarged into twelves, opened 
near, the Little Sobraon with a brigade of howitzers formed from 
the light field batteries and troops of horse artillery, shortly after 
day break. But it was half-past six before the whole of our artil- 
lery fire vvas developed. It was most spirited and well directed. I 
cannot speak in terms too high of the judicious disposition of the 
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guns, their admirable practice, or the activity with which tlie can- 
nonade was sustained. But, notwithstanding the formidable calibre 
of our iion guns, mortars, and howitzers, and the admirable way in 
which they were served, and aided by a rocket battery, it would 
have been visionary to expect that they could, within any limited 
time, silence the fire of seventy pieces behind well-constructed 
batteries of earth, plank, and fascines, or dislodge troops, covered 
either by redoubts or epauhnents, or within a treble line of trenches. 
The effect of the cannonade was, as has been since' proved by an 
inspection of the camp, most severely felt by the enemy ; but it 
soon became evident that the issue of this struggle must be brought 
to the arbitrement of musketry and the bayonet. 

At nine o’clock, Brigadier Stacy’s Brigade, supported on either 
fiank by Captains Horsford’s and Fordyce’s batteries, and Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Lane’s troop of horse artilleiy, moved to the attack in 
admirable order. The infantry and guns aided each other correla- 
tively. The former marched steadily on in line, which they halted 
only to correct when necessaiy. The latter took up successive 
positions at the gallop, until at length they were within three hun- 
dred yards of the heavy batteries of the Sikhs ; but, notwith- 
standing the regularity and coolness, and scientific character of this 
assault, which Brigadier Wilkinson well supported, so hot was the 
fire of cannon, musketry, and zumboorucks, kept up by the Klialsa 
troops, that it seemed for some moments impossible that the en- 
trenchments could be won under it ; but soon, persevering gallantry 
triumphed, and the whole army had the satisfaction to see the 
gallant Brigadier Stacy’s soldiers driving the Sikhs in confusion 
before them within the area of their encampment. The 10th foot, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Franks, now for the first time biought 
into sei'ious contact with the enemy, greatly distinguished them 
selves. This regiment never fired a shot until it had got within 
the works of the enemy. The onset of Her Majesty’s 53rd foot 
was as gallant and effective. The 45rd and 59th native infantry, 
brigaded with them, emulated both in cool determination. 

' At the moment of this first success, I directed Brigaditi t le 
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Hon. T. Asliburnliain’s Brigade to move on in support ; and Major- 
General Gilbert’s and Sir Harry Smitli’s divisions to throw out 
their light troops to threaten the works, aided by artilleiy. As 
these attacks of the centre and right commenced, the fire of our 
heavy gnnr had first to be directed to the I'ight, and then gradually 
to cease; but, at one time, the thunder of full 120 pieces of ord- 
nance reverberated in this might}’ combat through the valley of the 
Sutlej ; and as it was soon seen that the weight of the whole force 
within the Sikh camp was likely to be thrown upon the two Bri- 
gades that had passed its trenches, it became necessary to convert 
into close and serious attacks the demonstrations with skirmishers 
and artillery of the centre and right ; and the battle raged with 
inconceivable fury from right to left. The Sikhs, even when at 
particular points their entrenchments were mastered with the 
ba3’onet, strove to regain them by the fiercest conflict, sword in 
hand. Nor was it until the cavalry of the left under Major- 
General Sir Joseph Thackwell, liad moved forward and ridden 
through the openings in the entrenchments made by our sappers, 
in single file, and reformed as they passed them ; and the 
3rd dragoons, whom no obstacle usually lield formidable by horse 
appears to check, had on this day, as at Ferozeshah, galloped over 
and cut down the obstinate defenders of batteries and field works, 
and until the full weight of three divisions of infantry, with every 
field artillery gun which could be sent, to their aid, had been east 
into the scale, that ^'ictory finally declared for the British. TJie fire 
of the Sikhs first slackened, and then nearly ceased ; and the victors 
then pressing them on every side, precipitated them in masses over 
their bridge; and into the Sutlej, which a sudden rise of seven 
inches bad rendered hardly fordable. In their efforts to reach the 
right bank through the deepened water, they suffered from our 
horse artillery a terrible carnage. Hundreds fell under this 
cannonade; hundreds upon hundreds were drowned in attempting 
the perilous passage. Their awful slaughter, confusion, and dismay 
were such as would have excited compassion in the hearts of their 
generous conquerors, if the Khalsa troops had not, in the earlier 
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part of the action^ sullied their gallantry by slaughtering and bar- 
barously mangling every wounded soldier whom, in the vicissitudes 
of attack, the fortune of war left at their mercy, I must pause in 
this narrative especially to notice the determined hardihood and 
bravery with which our two battalions of -Ghoorkhas, the Sirmoor 
and Nusseeree, met the Sikhs, wherever they were opposed 
to them. Soldiers, of small stature but indomitable spirit, 
they vied in ardent courage in the charge with the grenadiers 
of our own nation, and, armed with the short weapon of their 
mountains, were a terror to the Sikhs throughout this great 
combat. 

Sixty-seven pieces of cannon, upwards of 200 camel-swivels 
(zumboorucks), numerous standards, and vast munitions of war, 
captured by our troops, are the pledges and trophies of our victor}’. 
The battle was over by eleven in the morning ; and, in the forenoon^ 

I caused our engineers to burn a part and to sink a part of the 
vaunted bridge of the Khalsa army, across which they had boast- 
fully come once more to defy us, and to threaten India with ruin 
and devastation. 

We have to deplore a loss severe in itself, but certainly not 
heavy when weighed in the balance against the obstacles overcome 
and the advantages obtained. I have especially to lament the fall of 
'or-General Sir Robert Dick, IC.C.B., a gallant veteran of the 
a and Waterloo campaigns. He survived only until evening 
^ " us grape-shot wound which he received close to tlie 
' regiment, in their career of noble daring. Major- 
tert, to whose gallantry and unceasing exertions I have 
' ily indebted, and whose services have been so, eminent 
this eventful campaign, and Brigadier Stacy, the loodci 
*jade most hotly and successfully engaged, both received 
' ' They were such as would have caused many men to 

■ the field, but they did not interrupt for a moment die 
^ these heroic olRcera. Brigadier Maclaren, so distinguisbed 
campaigns in AfFghanistan, at Maharajporc, and now ngniii 
ar conflicts with the Sikhs, lias been badly wounded by n ball m 
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did your nii'iifilfinoo Mo|i Imro; lbon/,di nnnbriiip; in vo ro ly from ibo 
o/foopi of n thll, nnd ininblo lo inonni. on bomobnok williout niiii.'it- 
nium, your mmonlrollnblf fb-niro t«) nco (bin nrmy onoo nioro tri- 
innpbniit, oiir/iod yon into dm luiltont of (bo firo, fllin/^ all wbo 
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Witnessed your exposure to such peril at once with admiration of 
the intrepidity that prompted it and anxiety for your personal 

“terests and happiness 
o British India. I must acknowledge my obligation to you for 

laving, whilst I was busied with another portion of our operations 
superintended all the an-angements that related to laying our bridge 
across the Sutlej, near Feroze[Jore. Our prompt appearance In 
tins side of the river, after victory, and advance to this place, which 
has enabled us to surprise its fort, and encamp without opposition 
in one of the strongest positions in the country, is the result of 
this invaluable assistance. 

The major-generals of divisions engaged deserve far more com- 
mendation than I am able, within the limits of a despatch, to 
bestow. Major-General Sir Robert Dick, as I have already related, 
has fallen on a field of renowm worthy of his military career and 
services, and the affectionate regret of his country iviJI follow him 
to a soldier’s grave. 

In his attack on the enemy’s left, Major-General Sir Harry 
Smith displayed the same valour and judgment which gave him the 
victory of Aliwal. A more arduous task has seldom, if ever, been 
assigned to a division. Never has, an attempt been more gloriously 
carried through. 

I want words to express my gratitude to Major-General Gilbert. 
Not only have 1 to record that in this great fight all w'as achieved 
by him, wdiich, as Commander-in-Chief, I could desire to have 
executed ; not only on this day was his division enabled, by his skill 
and courageous example, to tiiumph over obstacles from wliicli a 
less ardent spirit would have recoiled as insurmountable; but, since 
the hour in which our leading columns moved out of Umballa, I 
have found in the Major-General an officer who has not merely 
carried out all my orders to the letter, but wliose zeal and tact have 
enabled him in a hundred instances to perform valuable services m 
exact anticipation of my wishes. I beg exphcitly to reconim 
him to your Excellency’s especial notice as a dirisional commander 

of the highest merit. 



WAR WITH THR SIKHS. 


105 


^lajor-Gencral Sir Joseph Thackwcll lias established a claim on 
this day to the i-avc commendation of having achieved much with a 
cavalry force, where the duty to he done consisted of an attack on 
field works, usually su])posed to he the particular jirovincc of 
infantry and artillery. His vigilance and activit}* throughout our 
operations, and the superior manner in which our outpost duties 
have been carried on under his superintendence, demand my warm- 
est acknowledgements. 

Brigadier Stacy, C.B., I must commend to your sjiccial protec- 
tion and favour. On him devolved the arduous dut}' of leading the 
first column to the attack, turning the enemy’s right, encountering 
his fire, before his numbers had been thinned, or his sjiirit broken, 
and, to use a phrase which a soldier like your Excellency will com- 
prehend, taking off the rough edge of the Sikhs in the light. How 
ably, how gallantl}', how successfully this was done, I have before 
endeavoured to relate. I feel certain that Brigadier Stacy and his 
noble troops will hold their due place in your Excellency’s estima- 
tion, and that his merits will meet with fit reward. 

Brigadier Orchard, C.B., in consequence of the only regiment 
under his command that was engaged in the action, being with 
Brigadier Stacy’s brigade, attached himself to it, and shared all its 
dangers, glories, and success. 

I beg as warmly and sincerely to praise the manner in which 
Brigadier Wilkinson supported Brigadier Stacy, and followed his 
lead into the enemy’s works. 

Brigadier the Hon. T. Ashbumham manoeuvred with gi-eat 
coolness and success as a reserve to the two last mentioned brigades 

Brigadier Taylor, Her Majesty’s 19th, fell nobly, as has already 
been told, in the discharge of his duty. He is himself beyond the 
reach of earthly praise ; but it is my earnest desire that his memory 
may be honoured in his fall, and that his regiment, the army with 
which he served, and his countiy, may know that no officer held a 
higher place in my poor estimation, for gallantry or skill, than 
Brigadier C. C. Taylor. 

Brigadier Maclaren, C.B., in whom 1 have ever confided, as one 

p 
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e ablest of the senior officers of this - force, sustained on ffiis 
day, as I have before intimated, his already enviable reputation: I 
trust he may not long he kept by his wound out of the sphere of 
active exertion, which is his natural element. 

Brigadiers Penny and Hicks commanded the two brigades of 
Major-General Sir Harry Smith’s division, and overcawelt their 
head the most formidable opposition. I beg to bring both in the 
most earnest manner to your notice, trusting that Brigadier 
Penny s active services will soon become once more available. 

The manoeuvres of Brigadier Cureton’s cavalry, in attracting and 
fixing the attention of Baj’a Lall Sing Misr’s horse, fulfilled every 
expectation which I had formed, and were worthy of the skill of 
the officer employed, whose prominent exploits at the battle of 
Aliwal I have recently liad the honour to bring to your notice. 

Brigadier Scott, C.B. in command of the 1st brigade of cavalr}^ 
had the rare fortune of meeting and overcoming a powerful body of 
infantry in the rear of a line of formidable field works. I have to 
congratulate him on the success of the noble troops under him, and 
to thank him for his own meritorious exertions. I am quite 
certain that your Excellency will bear them in mind. 

Brigadier Campbell’s brigade was less actively employed ; but 
all that was required of it was most creditably perfomed. The 
demonstration on the enemy’s left by the 9th lancers towards the 
conclusion- of the battle, was made in the best order under a sharj) 
cannonade. 

Brigadier Gowan, C.B. deserves my best tlianks for Ins able 
arrangements, the value of which was so fully evinced m the first 
hour and a half of this conflict, when it was almost exchisivcly an 
artilleiy 'fight. Brigadiers Biddulph, Brooke, and Demnss sup- 
ported hini in the ablest way throughout the day, and have 
me the most effectual assistance under every circumstance o! 


The effective practice of our rockets, under Brigadier Broo 

elicited my particular admiration. 

Brigadfex Smith, C.B. had made all the dispos.tions m the 
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engineer department, which were in the highest degree judicious 
and in every respect excellent. On the evening of the 9th instant, 
Brigadier Irvine, whose name is associated with one of the most 
brilliant events in our military history, the capture of Bhurtpore, 
arrived in camp. The command would, of course, have devolved 
on him, but, with that generosity of spirit which ever accompanies 
true valour and ability, he declined to assume it, in order that all 
the credit of that work which he had begun might attach to Briga- 
dier Smith. For himself. Brigadier Irvine sought only the oppor- 
tunity of sharing our perils in the field, and he personally accom- 
panied me throughout the day Brigadier Smith has earned a 
title to the highest praise I can bestow. 

To the General Staff I am in every way indebted. Nothing 
could surpass the activity and intelligence of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Garden and Major Grant, who are the heads of it, in the discharge 
of the duties of their departments, ever very laborious, and during 
this campaign almost overwhelming. Both yet suffer under the 
effects of wounds previously received. Lieutenant-Colonel Drum- 
mond, C.B. Deputy Quartermaster-General, and Lieutenant Arthur 
Becher, Deputy Assistant Quartermaster-General, ably supported 
the former: and the exertions of Captains Anson and Tucker, 
Assistants Adjutants-General, have been most satisfactory to the 
latter and to myself, 

Lieut. -Colonel Parsons, Deputy Commissary-General, has 
evinced the most successful perseverance in his important endeavours 
to supply the army. He has been ably aided at head-quarters 
by Major- W. J. Thompson, C.B., and Major Curtis, Sub-assistant 
Commissary-General ; all three of these officers we're most active 
in conveying my orders in the battle of Sobraon in the face of every 
danger. ,1 have, in the most explicit way, to record the same 
intelligence and ability, and the same activity and bravery, in the case 
of Lieut.-Colonel Birch, Judge Advocate-General, both as respects 
departmental duties and active attendance on me in ■ the field. 
I have already spoken of the loss which I have sustained by 
Lieutenant-Colonels Gough and Barr being wounded. The exer- 
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tions of both in animating our troops in moments of emergency 
were laudable beyond my power to praise. Lieutenant Sandys, 
55th regiment native infantry, postmaster of the force, assisted in 
conveying my orders. 

Superintending Surgeon B. Macleod, M.D., has been inde- 
fatigable in the fulfilment of every requirement of liis important 
and responsible situation. I am entirely satisfied with his exertions 
and their results. I must bring to notice also the merits of Idcld- 
Surgeon J. Steel, M.D., and Surgeon Graham, M.D., in cliarge 


of the depot of sick. 

I was accompanied during the action by the following oilicers of 
my personal staff: — Captain the Hon. C. E.. Sacknlle West, Her 
Majesty’s 2Ist foot, Officiating Military Secretary (Captain ilaiiics 
for whom he acts, still heing disabled by Ids severe wonml); 
Lieutenant-Colonel H. Havelock, C.B., Her Miyestp ®fli foot, 
Persian Interpreter; Lieutenant Bagot, loth Native ’ 

Lieutenant Edwards, 1st European Light Infantry, ^ 

Lord James Browne, 9th Lancers, my Aidcs-de-canip ; 

Surgeon J. E. Stephens, M.D., my 

conveying my orders to „rcatlv in^^^ 

and the hottest of the fire, and to all o tl m I W e - 

L,avetoacUnow.edge*es^.es.n.hecom™ 

ti-oops, and battelies, oi ,.ec,„.nm-i»l 

engineer department, of the fo J p. Abbott, 

them to your Excellency s speci. . lla. p,„ijaob. 

who laid the bridge by which tic . ^y . Capidi. 

and who was present at Sohnion,. . „,l,„ coi.anctco 

Baker and Lieutenant John f-'W ,,;,„aed) ; l-ot,- 

Brigadier coton 

nant Colonel Wood, A } poimdir • 

Major Law^nson Ihc fi-iovb I...-’;;;: 

L”-"— »-i«o «""■ 
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Colonel J. Alexaiulcr, Brevet jMnjor F. Briiul, Brevet Lieutenant- 
Colonel J. T. Lane, Brevet INIajor J, Camjibell, Captain. T. Fonlycc, 
C.aptain B.. Horsforcl, ami Lieutenant CL Ilollaiul, coininamlint^ 
troops and batteries ; J^Iajor B. Y. Jleilly, coininamling Sappers 
and i'llincrs ; Lientcnaiit-Coloncl White, C.B., coninianding the 
Srd Light Dr.agoons; Captain Nash, dlh Light C-avalry; Major 
Alexander, oth Light C.avalry ; Captain Clirislie, J)th Irregular 
Cavalry; Licntcnanl-Coloncl Fullerton, Oth Lancers; Captain 
Lceson, 2d Irregular Cavalry; Brevet Captain Becher, 8th Irrc- 
gul.ar Cavalry; Captain Pearson, IGth Lancers; Brevet Captain 
Quin, Governor-Gcnerars Body Guard; Brevet Major Angelo, 
ord Light Cav.alry ; Lieutenant-Colonel Spence, ulst Foot ; Capt. 
Corfield, 47th Native Infantry ; Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel Ryan, 
and Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel Petit and Captain Long, 50th Foot ; 
^Tajor Polwhelc, 42nd llegiincnt Native Infantry; Captain O’Brien 
and Lieutenant Travers, Nusscerec Battalion ; Captain Stepney, 
29th foot; Major Sibbald, 41st Regiment Native Infantry; Major 
Birrcll and Brevet Captain Seaton, 1st European Light Infantry ; 
Brevet Major G naves, IGtli Grenadiers; Lieutenant Reid, Sinnoor 
Battalion; Lieutenant-Colonel Davis, Oth Foot; Major Hanscomb, 
26tb Regiment Native Infantry; Lieutenant-Colonel Bunbury, 
SOtli Foot; Captain Hoggan, G3rd Regiment Native Infantry; 
Captain Sandeman, S3rd Regiment Native Infantry; Lieutenant- 
Colonel Franks, 10th Foot ; Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel Nash, 
43rd Regiment Native Infantry ; Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel 
Thompson, 59th Regiment Native Infantry ; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Phillips, 53rd Foot; Major Shorlt, 62nd Foot; Brevet Major 
Marshall, GSth Regiment Native Infantry ; and Captain Short, 
45th Regiment Infantiy. 

The following staff and engineer officers I have also to bring to 
your special notice, and to pray that their services may bo favour- 
ably remembered, and the survivors duly rewarded — viz., Captain 
E; Christie, Deputy- Assistant Adjutant-General, and Lieutenant 
Maxwell, Deputy-Assistant Quarter-Master General of Artillery ; 
and Capt. Pillans and Brevet Capt. W. K. Warner, Commissaries 
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of Ordnance ; Brevet Capt. M. Mackenzie and Brevet Capt E. G. 
Austen, and First Lieut. E. Kaye, Artillery; Majors of Brigade; 
Napier, Major of Brigade of Engineers ; Captain Tritton, ord 
Light Dragoons, Deputy-Assistant Adjutant-General ; Lieutenant 
E. Roche, 3rd Dragoons Aide-de-camp to Major-General Sir J. 


Thackwell, and Officiating Deputy-Assistant-Quarter-iMaster- 

General of Cavalry, in the place of Captain Havelock, 9th Foot, 
who was present in the field, but unable from the effects of a wound 
to discharge the duties of his office; Captain E. Lugard, 31st Foot, 
Deputy- Assistant Adjutant-General; Lieutenant A. S. Galloway, 
3rd Light Cavalry, Deputy- Assistant Quartermaster-Gencml ; 
Lieutenant E. A. Holdich, 80th Foot, Aide-de-camp ^ Major- 
General Sir Harry Smith; Lientenant 1?. M'D. Gilbert, „,»l 
Grenadiers, Acting Aide-de-camp to Major-General G.lbcr l 
Cantain R. Houghton, 63rd Regiment Native InCintry, O/Iieialiri.t 
AsLtant Adjutant-General ; Lieutenant 
auartermaster-General, killed; Lieutenant 

Aide-de-camp to the late Majo^»r.^ S^ 

R. Pond, Relent Native Iiifantr,-, 

Generali'LieutenantLS.Pat ’ ll„.v.t 

Officiating Deputy-Assistant ^ Snollisivoods 

Captain Harrington, loTLancers; Cap, .da -I. 

9th Lancers; Lieutenant R. ‘ ^ 29th Foot; 

Garvock, 31st Foot; , j^fantry, Lieutenant IF I’* 

Captain L of ,ln;p.lr. 

Dunsford, 59th Regina Tnfantrv, ^lajor of • 

Captain Comhe, ^ 

2nd Brigade; Captam Go''’” - Ward, 6Stl. N.divc l.il-™.'?'. 

Brigade, P. Hay. 

Major of Brigade, and h ^ 

killed. , nf voiir ExcclloncyV own pnrt m t - 

Having ventured to go on » mi nt" " ■ 

action, it would be most Colonel Won.! ..a ' - _ 

brilliant share taken m 1 ,,oli.a ■ 

officers of your pemonal Sian, .lau 
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other military officers attached to you. But as these were all 
under your own eye, I cannot douht that 3'ou will yourself do 
justice to their exertions. 

We were in this battle again honoured witli the presence of 
Prince Waldeniar of Prussia, and the two noblemen in his suite, 
Counts Oriola and Greuben. Here, as at Moodkee and Ferozeshah, 
these distinguished \nsitors did not content themselves with a 
distant view of the action, but, throughout it, were to be seen in 
front wherever danger most urgently pressed. 

The loss of the enemy has been immense ; an estimate must be 
formed with a due allowance for the spirit of exaggeration which 
pervades all statements of Asiatics where their interest leads them 
to magnify numbers ; but our own observation on the river banks 
and in the enemy’s camp, combined wnth the reports brought to our 
intelligence department, connnee me that the Khalsa casualties 
were between 8,000 and 10,000 men killed and wounded in action 
and drowned in the passage of the river. Amongst the slain are 
Sirdars Sham Sing. Attareewalla, Generals Goolab Sing Koopta 
and Heera Sing Topee, Sirdar ICisheri Sing, son of the late Jemadai' 
Kooshall Sing; Generals Mobaruck Ally and Illahee Buksh, and 
Shah Newaz Khan, son of Futteli-ood-deen Khan of Kussoor. 
The body of Sham Sing was sought for in the captured camp by 
his followers ; and respecting the gallantry with -which he is 
reported to have devoted himself to death rather than accompany 
the army in its flight, I forbade his people being molested in their 
search, whicli was finally successful. 

The' consequences of this great action have 3'^et to be fully 
developed. It has at least, in God’s providence, once more 
expelled the Sikhs from our territory, and planted our standards on 
the soil of the Puhjaub. After occupying their entrenched position 
for nearly a month, the Klialsa army had perhaps mistaken the 
caution which had induced us to wait for the necessary materiel, for 
timidity. But they must now deeply, feel that the blow which has 
fallen on them fi’om the British arm has only been the heavier for 
being long delayed.' I have, &c. H. Gough, General, 

Commander-in-Chief, 
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Tleturn of ihe Killed, Wounded, and Missing of the Army of the 

If sh Go,^ , Bart.. G.C.B. Contuander-in-Chiaf. in tie 
Action at Sobraon, on IQfh February, 1846. 


Abstract. 


Staff— 2 European officers wounded. 

^ Artiller}^ Division— 1 European officer, 3 rank and file, 3 syce 
drivers, 17 horses, killed; 1 European officer, 1 seijeant, S3 rank 
and file, 5 lascars, 5 syces, 23 horses, wounded ; 5 horses missing. 

Engineers and Sappers and Miners— 2 rank and file killed; 3 
Euiopean officers, 1 native ditto, 16 rank and file, wounded. 

Cavalry Division— 6 rank and file, 13 horses, killed; 4 European 
officers, 2 trumpeters, 36 rank and file, S3 horses, wounded; 24 
horses missing. 

1st Infantry Division — 2 European officers, 1 native officer, 97 
rank and file killed ; 28 European officers, 13 native officers, 489 
rank and file wounded. 

2nd Infantry Division — 5 European officers, 1 native officer, 5 
Serjeants, 109 rank and file, 1 horse killed; 38 European officers, 

12 native officers, 46 serjeants, 2 drummers, 685 rank and file, 1 


horse, wounded. 

3rd Infan tiy Division — 5 European officers, 1 native officer, 3 
seijeants, 1 drummer, 75 rank and file, 5 horses killed; 25 Euro- 
pean officers, IS native officers, 27 ^seijeants, 3 drummers, 573 

rank and file, 6 horses wounded. 

Total— 13 European officers, 3 native officers, 8 serjeants, 1 
drummer, 292 rank and file, 3 syces, and 36 horses, killed; 
101 European officers, 39 native officers, 174 seijeants and havildars, 

7 trumpeters and drummers, 832 rank and file, 5 lascais, syces, 
53 horses, wounded ; 29 horses missing.. . . 

European officers — 13 killed, 101 wounded. 

Nativeofficers— Skilled, 39 wounded, , cu.^301 

Warrant and non-commissioned officers, rank an 
filled, 1913 wounded. . ' • , . 
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Lascars, syce drivers, syces, &c. — 3 killed, 10 wounded. 
Total — 320 killed, 2,063 wounded. 

Grand Total of killed, wounded, and missing, 2383. 


Names of Officers Killed and Wounded. 

Killed. 

Artillery Division. 

1st Troop 2nd Brigade Horse Artillery — ^First Lieut. H. J. Y. 
Faithfull. 

Isi Infantry Division, 

Brigade Staff — Lieutenant B.. Hay, Major of Brigade. 

Her Majesty’s 50tli Foot — Lieutenant C. R. Grimes. 

2nd Infantry Division, 

Divisional Staff — Lieutenant J. S. Rawson, Officiating Deputy- 
Assistant Ouartermaster-General. 

Brigade Staff — Lieut-Colonel C. C. Taylor, C. B., Brigadier. 
1st European Light Infantry — Lieutenant F. Sliuttleworth and 
Ensign F. W. A. Hamilton. 

Sirmoor Battalion — Captain J. Fisher. (23d N.I.) 

3rd Infantry Division, 

Divisional Staff — Major-General Sir R. H. Dick, K.C.B. and 
K.C.H. 

Her Majesty’s 62nd Foot — Lieutenant W. T. Bartley. 

33rd Regiment Native Infantry — Lieutenant W. D. Playfair. 
Her Majesty’s 10th Foot — ^Lieutenant W. Y. Beale. 

Her Majesty’s 53rd Foot — Captain C. E. D. Warren. 

Wounded. 

General Staff — ^Lieut.-Col. J. B. Gough, C. B., Officiating 
Quartermaster General to Her Majesty’s Forces, very severely; and 
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Liout-Col. M. Barr, Officiating Adjutant General, 
forces, severely and dangerously. 


to Her Majesty’s 


Artillery Division. 

2nd Troop 2nd Brigade Horse Artillery— Brevet Maf 
slightly, 


or C. Grant, 


Engineer Department. 

Brevet Captain W. Abercrombie, contused; First Lieut. J. R. 
Becher, severely; Second Lieut. G. P. Herbert, slightly. 


Cavalry Division. 

H.M. s 3rd Light Dragoons — Lieut. J, B. Hawkes, slightly; 
Lieut. H. W. White, ditto; Comet Kauntze, severely; and Quater- 
inaster A. Crabtree, slightly. 


1st. Infantry Division. 


Divisional Staff— Lieut. E. A. Holdich, A.D.C., severely. 
Brigade Staff — Lieut.-Col. H. Penny, Brigadier and Captain, 
J. Garvock, Major of Brigade, severely. 

H.M.’s 31st Foot — Lieut. R. Law, severely; Lieut. G. Elraslie, 
severely; Lieut, S. J, TimbrelJ, dangerously, hot!} thighs broken; 
Lieut. P. Gabbett, slightly; Lieut. C. H. G. Tritton, mortally; 
Ensign Jones, dangerously; and Lieut, and Adjt. Bolton, severely, 
47th Regiment Native Infantry — Lieut, and AdjutantR. Penny, 
severely; Lieut. H. C. James, 32nd Native Infantry, slightly; 


Ensign W. H. Walcot, slightly; and J. D. Ogston, slightly. 

H. M. s 50th Foot— Brevet Lieut.-Col. Ryan, K.H., danger- 
ously ; Brevet Col, P. J. Petit, dangerously ; Capt. G. M‘L. Tew, 
dangerously; Capt. 'J. B. Bonham, dangerously; Capt. Needham, 
dangerously; Capt. J. L. Wilton, very severely; Lieut. H W. 
Hough, severely; Lieut. J. G. Smyth, severely^, Lieut. 

Mouat, severely; Ensign C. H. Slessor, slightly; and Liei 
H. Tottenham, slightly- 

42nd Light Infantry — Major T. Polwhele, slight y , auc 

A. Macqueen, severely. ^ . 

Nusseree Battalion— Capt. C. O’Brien, severely.' 
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iniposs) >]o io particularize. But I must— now that the field, and I 
lopo the (/rcaf for which we were fighting, has been won— 
mourn over the loss of many highly distinguished officers, I shall only 
here name those whoso mead of praise can only he their country’s 
regret at their loss, I^Iajor-General Sir R: Dick and Colonel Taylor 
of the i?f)th, Acting Brigadiers, nobly fell in the hour of victoiy, 
esteemed, admired, and regretted by the whole army. 

In the battles of IMoodkeo, Ferozeshah, and Aliwal, I reported 
upon the no1)le bearing of Tier 2Iajesty’s army, both cavah-y and 


infantry. At Sobraon two new regiments contended for the prize 
so nobly won by’ their comrades in former actions, and I gave them 
the opportunity, by placing them in the attacking columns. 
jMobly did they show that they’ would not be outdone. Her 
hlnjcsty’s 10th and 53rd have by their steadiness and brilliant con- 
duct, under Lieutenant-Colonels Franks and Phillips, established a 
name second to none. The former regiment never fired a shot until 
they were within the enemy’s works, when they sent a withering 
volley' into their densely manned trenches. These are deeds which 
it is my duty’ and my pride to report.” I have, &c. 

(Signed) Hugh Gough. 


jT/ic Tjctlcr of Siv Hugh Gough, quoted hy Sir Mobert Peel in the 

House of Commons. 

Head Quarters Camp, Army of the Sutlej, 
Kussoor, Fehiuarj' 17, 1846. 

My dear Sir,— My letter of the 27th of December, announcing 
the o-lm-ious victories of Moodkee, and Ferozeshah, by which the 
war^nth the aggressing Sikh nation was so nobly opened, nould 
undoubtedly have led the honourable the Court of Directors to oo v 
forward ivith anxiety to the future movements, on which the wea 

or woe of India so greatly depended- 

The anxieties and cares consequent on the mu tip le ° 

ments necessary to the ultimate success of au ® ^ 

made it impmcticahle for me to report upon the bnihanl 
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obtained by Major-Greneral Sir Harry Smith, at Aliwal, on the 
28tli of January, I regretted my inability to do so, the less, as I was 
~llware my report upon the various arrangements, which led to this 
brilliant victory, made to the Right honourable the Governor- 
General on the 2nd instant, would have been laid before that 
honourable body. 

It is now with pride and with pleasure I inclose you a copy of 
my despatch, detailing one of the most splendid and decisive victories 
upon record — the Waterloo of India. 

I have entered so fully both into detail and commendation in 
my despatch to the Governor-General, that it would be impossible 
for me to enlarge upon a subject embracing the warmest feelings of 
my heart. Policy, however, precluded me publicly recording my 
sentiments on the splendid gallantry of our fallen foe, or to record 
the acts of heroism displayed not only individually but almost collec- 
tively by the Sikh Sirdars and army ; and I declare, were it not 
from a deep conviction that my country’s good required the sacrifice, 
I would have wept to have witnessed the fearful slaughter of so 
.devoted a body of men. 

Never in the page of military history has the hand of an Allwise 
Being been so signally manifested: to Him, therefore be the glory! 
we, as his instruments, feel the pride ! 

But I cannot pass over, I cannot too strongly record, facts 
which, while they add lustre to the Native army, afford to me as its 
head inexpressible pride and pleasure. For upwards of a month, 
when the two armies were close in front of one another, notwith- 
standing the numerous temptations held out to our sepoys, by men 
of their own colour and religion, namely, greatly increased pay 
(from seven to twelve rupees a month), and immediate promotion ; 
I had but three desertions from this large force. Nor should I 
omit to mention, as a proof of the high state of discipline of this 
splendid army, that trade has been carried on unrestrainedly since 
we crossed the Sutlej, in the several Sikh towns around which our 
Divisions have been necessarily placed for the procurance of water. 
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and the same confidence ]ias been shoivn as thomh 
of our long established provinces. 

* a- 


we were in one 






Believe me, my dear Sir, 

Very faithfullyyours, 

(Signed) H. Govgh. 


Gmtral Order hj tU Right. Ron. the Gonenor-Oemral of Mm. 

Foreign Dcparlmeiif, Camp of Lahore, February, 20tb, 1846. 

Tlie right Hon. the Governor-General requests that the Com- 
mandor-in-Ciiief will cause the following arrangements to be made 
for escorting lu's Highness the Maliarajah DhuJeep Singh to his 
palace in the citadel of I/ahore, this afternoon. The escort will 
consist of two regiments of European Cavahyj two regiments of 
Native Cavalry — the Body Guard to be one; one regiment of 
Irregular Horse, two troops of liorse Artillery, one European and 
one Native. 

Tlic Secretary to the Government of India, F. Currie, Esq. 
VNill take charge of his Highness and his suite, and will be accom- 
panied by tile Political Agent, Major Lawrence, the Governor- 
General’s Private Secretai^’-, Charles Hardinge, Esq., the Aides- 
de-camp of the Governor-General; two Aides-de-Camp of the 
Commander-in-Chiefj one Aide-de-camp from each general officer of 
division, in uniform. 

The escort will be formed at tbe nearest convenient spot to the 
Governor-General’s camp, two at o’clock, and proceed to his High- 
ness’s camp, and thence to his palace. 

On alighting from his elephant, a salute of twenty-one-guns will 

be fired by tbe Horse Artillery. 

His Highness the Maharajah of the Sikh nation, selected by the 
chiefs as their sovereign, having on the 18 th mst. intimated his 
intention to proceed to the Governor-General’s camp at Lulleeanee, 
atttended by his Highness’s Wuzeer, the Bajah Golab Smgh, nn 
other chiefs, was received in Durbar on the afternoon of that day by 
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tlie Governor-Greneral, the Commander-in-Chief and the StalF being 
_present. His Highness’s ministers and chiefs there tendered his 
submission, and solicited the clemency of the British Government. 

The Governor-General extended the clemency of the British 
Government to a prince the descendent of the Maharajah, the late 
Runjeet Singh, for so man}’’ years the faithful ally and friend of the 
British Government, as the representative of the Sikh nation 
selected by the cliiefs and the people to bo their ruler, on the con- 
dition that all the terms imposed by the British Government, and 
previously explained to his Highness’s ministers and chiefs, should 
be faithfully executed. 

On withdrawing from the Dru'bar, the Maharajah received the 
usual salutes due to his Highness’s exalted rank. 

His Highness has since remained near the Governor-General’s 
camp, and as it will be conducive to his Highness’s comfort, that he 
should rejoin his family, the Governor-General desires that he may, 
with all honour and in safety, be conducted by the British troops to 
the gates of his palace this day. 

The following proclamation was issued on the 18th inst. by the 
Governor-General, promising protection to all persons at Lahore 
and elsewhere who peaceably continue in their usual employments 
of trade and industry. 

The Governor-General is satisfied, after the experience of this 
campaign, that he can rely on the discipline of this invincible army, 
as fully and securely as he has always been confident that the day 
of battle under their distinguished Commander would be one of 
victory. 

He trusts at present that no ofiicers or soldiers will pass the 
advanced sentries of their encampment to enter the town of Lahore, 
and he req^uests his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief to give the 
necessary instruction to carry this order strictly into efiect, as well 
as to protect all persons bringing provisions into the camp. 

By order, &c. E. . Currie, 

Secretary to the Government of India, 

with the Governor-General. 

R 
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To the Right Hon, Sir. Henry Hardinge, G.C.B. Governor- 

General of India. 

Right lion. Sir,— I have the honour to state, for the inforniaticiT' 
o your Excellency, that, in accordance with the instructions con- 
tained in the order of the Governor- General of yesterday’s date, I 
proceeded in the afternoon with the escort ordered, and accompa- 
nied by the officers mentioned below, on elephants, to conduct the 
Mahaiajah Dhuleep Singh to his palace in the citadel of Lahore. 


Major Lawrence, the Governor- 
General’s Political Agent 
W. Edwards, Esq , Under Secre- 
tarj'of the Foreign Department 
R. Gust Esq,, Assistant Secretary 
to the Foreign department 
C. Hardinge, Esq., Private Sec. 

to the Governor- General. 
Lieut-Col. Wood, Military Sec, 
to tlie Governor-General. 

Captain Cunningham, 

Captain Hardinge, Aide-de-Camp 
to the Governor-General, 

Captain Grant, ditto. 

Lord Arthur Hay, ditto. 

Captain Mills, ditto. 

Captain Bagot, Aide-de-Camp to 
the Commander-in-Chief. 

Captain Edwards, ditto. 


Captain Gilbert, Aide-de-Camp to 
General Gilbert. 

Capt. Tottenham, Aide-de-Camp 
to General Smith. 
Lieut.-CoJonel Irvine, Engineers. 
Lieut.-Colonel Smith, ditto. 
Captain Napier, ditto. 

Captain Smith, ditto. 

The procession was arranged in 
the following order; — 

9th Irregular Cavalry. 

3rd Light Cavalry. 

Her Majesty’s 16th Lancers. 

Troop Horse Artillery, Europeans. 
Troop Horse Artillery,, Natives. 

Her Majesty's 9th Lancers. 

The Secretary with the’Maharajah 
and suite. 

The Gov.-General’s Body Guard. 


The escort was formed in open column of troops -left in front, 
commanded by Brigadier Cureton,C. B. 

"We proceeded in this order to the encampment of the Maha- 
rajah’s camp, about one and a-half miles from our picquets, and 
nearly the same distance from the citadel gate of the city. 

At about three-quarters of a mile from the Maharajah s camp, I 
was met by the minister, Rajah Golab Singh, and some of the cliiefs. 

Intimation of our approach was then sent on to the Maharajah, 
that he might be ready on his elephant upon our arrival. 

On reaching the Maharajah’s camp, the troops of our escort 
drew up^ and the Maharajah, with Bhaee Ram Singh on the same 
elephant, came forward from his tent, accompanied by severa 
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After the usual salutation, and conipliinentary questions and 
.. replies; I placed the hlaharajah's elephant next to mine, and the 
troops having fallen in, as at first, proceeded round the walls of the 
city to the gate of the citadel. 

On arriving, Brigadier Cnreton drew up the escort in line in 
front of the gateway, and I took the Maharajah, accompanied hy 
the officers enumerated in the former part of this letter, with Rajah 
Golah Singh and the other chiefs, into the interior of the citadel, 
and to the inner door of his palace. 

I then observed to the Maharajah and chiefs, that by order of 
the Right lion, the Governor-General, I had thus brought the 
Maharajali, conducted by the British army, to his palace, wliich 
his Higlmess had left for the purpose of tendering submission to the 
British Government, and for placing himself, his capital, and his 
country, at the mercy of the Governor-General, and requesting 
pardon for the insult that had been offered ; and that the Governor- 
General had thus restored him to his palace as a mark of the favour 
which he desired to show to the descendant of the late Maharajah 
Runjeet Singh. 

A salute of twenty-one guns was then fired by the Horse 
Artillery. 

We then took leave of the Maharajah at the gate of his palace, 
and returning to the outside of the city, we, continuing our progress 
round Lahore, thus returned to our camp. 

As our camp is situated opposite to the south-east end of the 
city-face, and the citadel is immediately Avithin the city walls at 
the north-west angle, we made the entire circuit of Lahore. I 
considered this preferable to going through the city, the streets of 
which are narrow, and would have much impeded the progress of our 
large escort 

We did not see one gun upon any part of the walls: all the em- 
brasures were empty. 

1 have the honour to be, &c., 

F. Currie, 

Secretary to the Government of India, with the Gov.-Gen. 
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Fiom Mis Excellency the Commander-in- Chief to the Right Hon. 

Sir Henry Hardinge, G.C.B., Governor-General of India, §-c. 

Head Quarters, Army of the Sutlej, in front of Lahore, Feb. 22, 1846. 

Eight Honourable Sir, — I have now to offer my congratulations 
on some of tlie earliest fruits of our victory of the 10th inst. About 
noon on the 20th, a day henceforth very memorable in our Indian 
annals, the army under my command pitched its tents on the plain 
of hfyan Meer, under the walls of the Sikh capital. The entire 
submission of the Maharajah and his advisers to the will of the 
British Grovernment had been before personally tendered to you, 
and graciously accepted ; and this morning, in filfulment of one of 
the conditions which your wisdom had dictated for the real interests 
of the ruler and people of the Punjaub, I had the honour to conduct 
a brigade of troops to the city, which took formal possession of the 
Badshahee Musjid and Hoozooree Bagb, forming a part of the 
palace and citadel of Lahore. I trust, by the observance of a strict 
discipline, to preserve unshaken that confidence which the people 
of the city and country around it evidently repose in the generosity, 
clemency, and good faith of their conquerors. Supplies of all sorts 
are willingly brought to our camp and punctually paid for ; and I 
believe that by every class of persons in this vicinity the presence 
of our troops is felt to be a national benefit ; none certainly have had 
real cause to lament it as a calamity. 

I have, &c., 

Hugh Gough, General, Commander-in-Chief, East Indies. 


General Order by the Right Hon. the Governor-General of India. 

Foreign Department, Camp Lahore, February 22, 1S46. 

The British army has this day occupied the gateway of the 
dtadel of Lahore, the Badshahee Mosque, aud the Hoojooree Bag . 

The remainiug part of the citadel is the f ™ 

Sighness the Maharajah, and also that of the ^ 

Maharajah Kuujeet Sing, for so many years the fa.ehA.) ally 
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British Government. In consideration of these circumstances, no 
troops \Yill he posted within the precincts of the palace gate. 

The army of the Sutlej has now brought its operations in the 
field to a close by the dispersion of the Sikh army and the military 
occupation of Lahore, preceded b}- a series of the most triumphant 
successes ever recorded in the military history of India. The British 
Government, trusting to the faith of treaties and to the long 
subsisting friendship hetween the two states, had limited military 
preparations to the defence of its own frontier. 

Compelled suddenly to assume the ofiensive by the unprovoked 
invasion of its territories, the British army, under the command of 
its distinguished leader, has in 60 days defeated the Sikh forces in 
four general actions, has captured 220 pieces of field artillery, and 
is now at the capital, dictating to the Lahore Durbar the terms of 
a treaty, the conditions of which will tend to secure the British 
provinces from the repetition of a similar outrage. 

The Governor-General being determined, however, to mark 
with reprobation the perfidious character of the war, has required 
and •will exact that every remaining piece of Sikh artillery which 
has been pointed against the British army during this campaign 
shall be surrendered. 

The Sikh army, whose insubordinate conduct is one of the chief 
causes of the anarchy and misrule which have brought the Silch state 
to the brink of destruction, is about to be disbanded. 

The soldiers of the army of the Sutlej have not only proved 
their superior prowess in battle, but have on every occasion with 
subordination and patience endured the fatigues and privations 
inseparable from a state of active operations in the field. The 
native troops of this army have also proved that a faithful attach- 
ment to their colours and to the Company’s service is an honourable 
feature in the character of tlie British Sepoy. 

The Governor-General has repeatedly expressed, on his own 
part and that of the Government of India, admii-ation and gratitude 
for the important services which the army has rendered. 

The Governor-General is now pleased to resolve, as a testimony 
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of the approbation of the Government of India of the bravei^^, 
discipline, and soldier-like bearing of the army of the Sutlej, that 
all the Generals, OlBcers, non-commisioned Officers, and PrivateC^ 
shall receive a gratuity of 12 months’ batta. 

Every regiment which, in obedience to its orders, may Lave 
remained in posts and forts between Eoodiana and Eerozepore, and 
vas not present in action, as in the case of the troops ordered to 
remain at Moodkee to protect the wounded, and those left in the 
forts of Ferozepore and Loodiana, shall receive the gratuity of 
12 months’ batta. 

Obedience to orders is the first duty of a soldier, and the 
Governor-General in affirming tliis principle can never admit that 
absence caused by the performance of indispensable duties, on which 
the success of the operations in the field greatly depended, ought to 
disqualify any soldier placed in these circumstances from partici- 
pating in the gratuity given for the general good conduct of the 
army in the field. 

All regiments and individuals ordered to the frontier and forming 
part of the army of the Sutlej, which may have reached Loodiana 
or Busseean before the date of this order, will be included as 
entitled to the gratuity. 

By order of the Right Hon. the Gov.-Gen. of India, 

F. Currie, 

Secretaiy to the Government of India with the Gov.-Gen. 


were fast maKog for the occupatioji of the con- 
quered country, which is exceedingly fertile, and 
annual revenue of 400,0001. The chief town is Jdhnder, mti 
40,000 inhahitants ; Phulloor, Pugwarra, and Sullanpore ore also o 
note. The eantonments of the British will not he far 
Lahore, so as to be able to keep down all attempts at .nsmTccOon. 
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THANKS TO THE AlUIY IN INDIA— VICTORIES OF 
^ MOODKEE AND FEROZESIIAH. 

IIousK or Louns. 

The resolutions which follow the report of the .speech of the 
Right Hon. Sir Robert Peel, Bart., in the House of Commons, 
were proposed in the House of Lords hy the Right Hon. the Earl 
of Ripon, in a most cfTectivc speech ; hut which, in a great mea- 
sure, was to the same purport ns that of the Right Hon. Bart, at 
the head of her ^I.-ijestv’s Government — the motion was seconded 
by the Right Hon. the Marquis of Lansdownc who was .succeeded in 
the debate, in the following words, by his Grace 

The DUKE of WELLINGTON My Lords, I could not hear a 
motion ol this description discussed without adding to what has been 
stated my unqualified approbation of the conduct of the troops on this 
occasion, and also of the oflicers who commanded them ; and particu- 
laHy of my right hon. and gallant friend the Governor-General, who, 
after having made all the arrangements appertaining to his duty ns Go- 
vernor-General, in order to collect all the resources of the countr}’ 
for the purpose of the great contest impending, having collected all 
the troops and made all the arrangements for the security of the coun- 
try, volunteered his services in liis rank in the army, in order to 
give his assistance to the officer commanding the army in chief in 
carrying on those operations which remained for him to carry on in 
order to secure the public interests and the possession of the coun- 
try. There is no obligation on an officer placed in his situation to 
take that course ; you can hardly point to a single instance of a 
man being placed in that situation ; but he has given us an example 
whicb I bope^will always be followed. When he found his services 
could be useful, he laid aside his position and even his power as 
Governor-General ; for it should not be forgotten that he would 
have carried with him into the field the power over the military 
operations of the army; he laid that aside — whicb indeed it is true, 
according to the usual practice, could not in that way be exercised, 
and most particularly in his case could not, because her Majesty, 
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whan he ,vent to India, and the Court of Directors, gate hi„. his 
comm,ss.on to succeed the command of the armj after the death or 
coming away of the present Commander-in-Chief; but he volun^ 
teered his service and his assistance to the Commander-in-Chief in 
the great contest which was impending. But it has been said truly 
that all exerted themselves and did everything in their power to 
obtain the great result which has crowned their efforts. It is not 
generally known, my Lords, but I know it, that the enemy’s posi- 
tion was completely closed in by intrenchments, so closed around, 
that It deserved rather the name of a fortress than a fortified posi- 
tion ; and notwithstanding the advantages our troops in India have, 
of having water carriages and persons attached to each company 
whose duty it is to supply them with water, they laboured in this 
action under the singular disadvantage of being deprived even of that 
refreshment for nearly twenty-four hours, because the country hap- 
pened to be so much dried up, and the villages so distant. Under 
these circumstances it was that the troops carried this position, 
certainly with very great loss, but which I hope has not left them 
in a state otherwise than efficient, if their services should be called 
for on military duty. I really must say, that I have not for a lengtli 
of time heard of an action that has given me so much unqualified 
satisfaction as this, excepting in one particular. I have read with 
pain of one regiment, to which the word panic” was applied ; and 
I considered it my duty, in the position in which I am placed, to 
examine particularly into the circumstances. I see, in the returns, 
that that regiment is stated to have lost five-twelfths of its number, 
and a vast number of officers and non-commissioned oflicers. I 
have seen an account which states, that in the first quarter of an 
hour from the time when the regiment first entered into action, one 
third of its o&cers fell I cannot question the accuracy of the report 
of the operations made by the commanding offiher, but I wish that 
this officer, when he sat down to write an elaborate 
duct of the troops under his command, had referred to the hs 
killed and wounded ; and if he had inquired into the loss J 

that regiment, I believe he would have found that they «cre a 
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mowed down by the fire under which they were advancing. I have 
^madc inquiries respecting that regiment, and I find that it has been 
sixteen years in the E.ast Indies j that in (lie course of fort)- years 
it has served thirty-three years abroad, and only seven in the United 
Kingdom ; that in the course of the sixteen years during wliich it has 
served in the East Indies it has been in all parts of India ; that its 
numbers have been recruited twice over since it has been in that 
country, and that at this moment, of these men who made that 
attack and suiTercd that loss, three-fourths had not been seven 
yeai-s in the service. I considered it my duty to examine into the 
state of this regiment, seeing that word “ panic and I believe I 
have with me a most extraordinary re])ort of their good conduct 
from this very general oflicer on a former occasion ; and it will 
convince j'our Lordships that if the list of killed and wounded had 
been brought before him on that occasion it would have been im- 
possible for him to apply that word to them. I cannot find the 
paper now, but it contains the expression of unqualified approbation 
of the state of this very regiment, by this same general officer. Sir 
J. Littler, upon the last inspection at Christmas last. I was 
anxious to read it to your Lordships to show that to the accident 
of the dreadful fire kept up upon them, and their being mowed 
down, you ought to attribute -a-hat occui-red, and not to a deficiency 
or failure on their part.“ 


House of Commons. 

Sir R. Peel rose and spoke as follows : — I am about to pro- 
pose that one of the highest rewards that can be bestowed upon 
successful valour shall be conferred by this House. I am about to 
propose that the thanks of the Commons of this great Empire 
shall be given to the officers and men, who recently on the banks 
of the Sutlej, under very trying circumstances, by their discipline, 
by their fortitude, by their brilliant valour, have sustained the 
reputation of their country, and proved themselves worthy of the 

• The reader is referred to the General Order, issued by the Commander-in- 
Chief, at'page 61. 
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semcc to which tliey belong. The resolutions with which I shall 
conclude will not touch upon any matter of purely political con- 
cern, -but are framed m conformity with established usage— tbst 

usage being consonant with reason and justice. -V -s 

The state of the country and the history of the Punjaub are probably 
Avell known to all whom I am addressing, from the relation in which 
we stood towards it, during our operations in the neighbouring 
county of .i\ilghanistan. The House is probably well aware that 
by the ability and energy of an individual (Runjeet Sing) supre- 
macy was established by him in the Punjaub; and that for many 
years, through that ability and energy, he ruled the destinies of 
that great country, and kept in subjection and subordination a 
powerful arni3’. Since his death, which took place in the j'ear 
ISoD, the Government of the Punjaub has presented a series of 
acts of cruelty, of intngue, of a rapid succession of governors, in 
consequence of the murder of the predecessor by the successor; 
it has exhibited a picture of licentiousness and debauchery so 
extravagant, that it might be calculated to provoke a smile if it 
were not for the influence such licentiousness and debauchery must 
exercise over the welfare of millions. The acts 'of that government 
have been mainly directed bj" that' powerful soldiery 'over which 
Runjeet Sing established his sway ; but which since 'his death 'has 
been in the constant habit of controlling the conduct' of the civil 
authorities, and even of the military commanders,'' by •repeated 
acts of insubordination, and repeated murders,' for thepUrpose -of 
extorting increased pay. Perhaps the best idea one can 'give of 
the anomalous condition of affairs, and of "the difficulties -of specu 
lating upon any acts that may be committed, or upon any nieasime 
that may be resorted "to- is this-that ibis quite cl^ar-that; the 
main object of the governors of that country,' and of )thetprmcipd 
landed proprietors, and chiefs, has been to provoke co sion 
the British army, not for the purpose of -resenting 
of sustaining tlie military reputation of the country, u « J 

insubordinate- and_. licentious 


themselves 
force. 


iselves fi'om subjection to -an ' 

' by provoking a conflW with Great -Britain, .r-wlnth tha. 
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force should fall a sacrifice. That has heen tlie main object, and 
the strange principle of public policy, that has for some time 
geided the decisions and regulated the acts of the rulers of the 
Punjauh. I ■well know what was the object of my Friend, Sir 
Henry Hardinge, in undertaldng the government of India. He 
made great sacrifices from a sense of public duty ; my gallant 
Friend held a prominent place in the Councils of Her Majesty : 
he was, I believe, without any reference to party divisions, held 
in general esteem in this House, as well by his political opponents 
as by his political friends. He was regarded by the army of this 
country as its friend, because he was the friend of justice to all 
ranks of that army. It was proposed to him at a time of life 


when, perhaps, ambition is a less powerful 5t;.":u.'u.s than it mitrUt 

have been at an earlier period — it was to him to rejin- 

quish his place in the Councils of to forego lh(> 

satisfaction he must have felt at wia: le ryyjhJ noL fail to sec 

that he was an object of general a-e-ar- ,ir f -teem, J/o /.cparaled’ 

himself firom that family which eoL-r:tv.at the chief happiness of 

hisjife, for the purpose of periortmiT a t.uhlic duty he owed to 

hfe Sovereign and Ms countn. Vv. c:.g tl,,- e. dnons ,„„l res,,,,,,- 
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Native Cavalry, twenty-four light guns, aiul had mounted in posi- 
tion at EcroKeporo thirty or thirty-five pieces of heavy artillery^ 
He intended this to he the advanced post of tlic British army on 
the western side of the frontier. 

At a distance of about seventy-six miles to tiie eastward, higher 
up the Sutlej, at Loodiana, he collected a force of about 500 men. 
He thought that these two armies, or two divisions of an army, 
stationed about seventy-six miles from each other, acting on the 
flanks of any force from the Punjaub, induced by caprice, or by the 
temerity of their rulers to invade the British territory, would bo 
sufficient to keep it in cflectual control. At a distance more in the 
interior*, namely, at Umballa, he stationed another division of 
7,500 men at the least, hly gallant friend was undoubtedly under 
the impression that it was higldy improbable that any attack would 
be made by the army of the Punjaub upon the British positions. 
He knew that no conduct on liis part could provoke or justify sucli 
an attack ; and be felt every assurance that could bo felt, so far as 
justice and reason sanctioned the inference, that the army of the 
Punjaub would not be mad enough to seek a conflict with the 
British forces on the the left bank of the Sutlej. 

There were good reasons why Sir Henry Hardingc did not keep 
together for the last two or three years an immense Britisli and 
Native arm)* on the banks of tlie Sutlej. Constant efforts were 
made by the Government and by the military leaders of the army 
of the Punjaub to corrupt our native troops. The constitution of 
the army of the Punjaub is purely democratic ; the private soldiers 
elect representatives, five in number from each company, to control 
their officers, to depose them wlien they think fit, or to subject 
them to death when it is deemed expedient. The pay of an 
infantry soldier of the Punjaub is about twenty-five shillings a 
month; while the pay of a sepoy in Her Majesty’s service is only 
about fourteen or fifteen shillings a month. Constant exertions 
were made, by direct and indirect means, aided by community of 
language and of religion, to shake the fidelity of the Native troops ; 
hut I;, rejoice to say that they were made without success. The 
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to the south-east from Lootliana, aucl a still larger body of troops in 
the neighbourhood of Delhi. Tliis whole force was assembled by 
\wy of precaution against the possible at tempts of tbc Lahore army; 
and it consisted in the whole of not fewer than thirty regiments of 
Native infantry, of nine regiments of iMiropean infantry, of twelve 

regiments of Native cavalry, atid of three regiments of European 
cavalry. All this was quite consistent with forbearance on the jiart 
of the Governor-General, and with his determination to be seduced 
by no temptation to aggression on the enemy. 

It is quite clear that my gallant friend the Governor-General did 
take every precaution to ensure the safety of the British dominions 
in India, in case of sudden and unprovoked attack. In the early 
part of the year, at the time lie was occupied with his functions ns 
Governor-General, and when it was most material that he should 
perform them in conjunction with liis Council at Calcutta : in a 
minute, dated on the 16th of June, he submitted to the Council his 
opinion, that our relations with the court of Lahore became so 
doubtful, that, great as was the inconvenience of separating the 
Governor-General and his Council, it was desirable, witli reference 
exclusively to Indian interests, that he should proceed to the left 
bank of the Sutlej, in order that on the spot he might be enabled 
to give such directions as appeared necessary, and which, if given at 
the distance of a thousand miles, might be inappropriate. The 
unanimous opinion of the members of the Council was, that it was 
for’the public interest that the Governor- General should proceed 
to join the army ; and, in conformity with this advice, in the month 
of October he took Iris departure for the left bank" of the Sutlej. 
Up to an early period in December, the opinion ofmy gallant friend 
(Sir Henry 'Hardinge) was, that there'would be no irruption from 
the' right' bank of the Sutlej into the British territory. He felt 
confident that the Sikhs must be convinced that such an attempt 
could billy end in signal defeat, and therefore that it would not be 
inade.'/'^SoJfar as he could reason from experience, he had a right 
to-tarrivei at this conclusion. In 1843 the army of Lahore left the 
capitaband-ndvanced’to the' Sutlej ; but after remonstrance on our 
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part It retired again and abandoned the enterpriae. In ,SU 

exaetly the same conduct was observed; the Punjaub army ea<-er 

for pay, or for booty, if pay could not be obtained, and, in^tiga^^ 
by the Government and the chiefs, appeared to eontemplaL an 
, irruption; but m 1844. as in 1843. the army withdrew to the 
interior. Accounts, however, reached my gallant friend towards 
the end of November last, which led him to heheve that an invasion 
of the British territory was seriously menaced.^ 

^ * 4F ife 

On the 9th of December, the Governor-General, thinking our 
relations with tlie Punjaub very critical, and that it was desirable 
to take every precaution against any sudden irruption, gave orders 
that the division of troops at Umballa, consisting of 7,500 men, 
should move towards the Sutlej. On December 11, the very day 
on which the Lahore army crossed the Sutlej, the British and 
Native troops of that division were on their march from Umballa to 
the frontier. The wiiole proceedings of the Governor-General and 
the Commander-in-Chief, subsequently to that day, as well as before 
it, were characterized by the greatest prudence, skill, and foresight. 
From Umballa the troops marched to a place called Buseean„where, 
owing to the prudent, precautions^ of the Governor-General, they 
found an ample, supply of food and stores. ' It , was resolved that a 
junction should be effected- with the_ Loodiana division, ,and that it 
would be better to incur Some risk at Loodiana, rather than forego 
the advantage 'of a junction with the Loodiana division of the armj.- 
Those troops advanced accordingly towards-Ferozepore, and learned 
by the way that the army, .of Lahore, -amounting to not less tJian 
60,000 men, had crossed the river, _and were preparedito attack the 
British army.i The expectations of the Governor-General, were 
entirely, justified by the result. -There were. in Ferozeppre 7,500 
men, 35 heavy iguns in 'position, and £4 pieces 'of -field -artiller^^.in 
additiom to the heavy ordnance.. The army of Lahore-shrunk from 
the attack of so formidable,a post, and 'Ferozepore was entirely sa o. 


* See the Despatches of Major Broadfoot, page 6 et seq. 



nccoidiim 10 (lie niitieijution*; winch had hern enUTl.iined hy the 
Govrniur-Cu'ner.il. ’i’he arniv of Lahoie, not vonturin;; to ultnck 
FvrwTepore. determined to ifive h.iltle to (he nrilisli foreej; on their 
march from I'nih.dla, and on the ISth of Deecmher made n Muldeii 
nltack on them. On that day the troops had reached Moodkee, 
after iiavimt marched l.HO miles hy forced marches. The men 
were Mdll-rini: severely from want of water, and from exhamstiJin, 
.and yet Mich was their di.seipline and j^allantry, that (hey repelled 
the whole of the atlaekinir army, thongli greatly superior to them 
in numher, defeating a force treble their amount, and .succeeding in 
the capture of .seventeen of their guns. The army of l^ahore, thus 
repulsed hy our forces advancing from Umhalla, retired within vmy 
forniid.ahle entrenchments at Feror.eshah. 'J'hose entrenchments, 
consisting of strong breastworks, were in the form of a parnllelo- 
gnnn, of which the opposite faces were a mile, and half a mile in 
length respectively. In the face of those formiduhle works, jno- 
tected hy loO gnus of heavy calibre and e.xcelleiil workmanship, 
and defended by near GO, 000 men, the Gov.-General and the Com- 
maiuler-in-Chief detcniiinod to eflcct a junction with the division of 
the army which was stationed at Ferozepon*. The troops advanced 
accordingly within three miles of the enemy's position ; and ma- 
nceuvred on his left flank ; hot the Conniiander-in-Chief having given 
previous notice to Sir J. Littlcr, made a march to Ids left, and on the 
21st Deccmbcrefiecledn junction with the Fcrozcporc division, which 
thus gave an addition of 7, .000 men. At this time there remained 
but three hours to sunset. It was resolved, however, to attack the 
position of the enemy. My gallant friend (the Governor-General) 
offered his services as second in command, services which were 
cheerfully and promptly accepted by the Commandor-in-Chief. 
Detennined not to wait till next morning, the in.stant they effected 
their junction with the division under Sir .Tohn Littlcr, the com- 
manders resolved to make an attack upon the entrenched camp. 
The result, Sir, of that attack proved the valour of our European 
and Indian forces in a pre-eminent degree, and lias entitled them (o 
the warmest acknowledgments of this House, and of the counlvy 
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The night of the 2Ist December was one of the most memorable in 
he mill ary annals of the British Empire. The enemy were well 
defenclccl within strongly fortified entrench ments-their guns w«-e 
served with the greatest precision, and told on our advancing 
columns with great effect. The right of the British army was led 
by the Commander-in-Chief, whilst the left centre was headed by 
Sir H. Hardinge. Our forces made an attack on the enemy’s camp 
during the three hours which as yet remained of daylight; but they 
had not sufficient time to complete that wetory, which was glo- 
riously achieved on the following day. The British army, how- 
ever, made good their attack, and occupied a part of the enemy’s 
camp, in the middle of the night the camp took fire, and further 
conflict was for a time suspended in consequence ; but as soon as 
it had ceased the nrmy of Lahore brought forward their heavy artil- 
lery, and poured a most destructive fire upon our troops. The de- 
tails of those occurrences have been given with admirable clearness 
in the despatches of both commanders. Perhaps the House will 
excuse me if I read an extract from a private letter from the Gover- 
nor-General to a member of his own family. The right hon. 
Baronet then read as follows: — '■ '■ 

"The night of the 2Ist was tlie most extraordinarj’^ of my life. I-bivouacked 
with the men, iNithout food or covering, and our nights are bitter cold.- - A burn- 
ing camp in our front, our brave fellows lying down under a heavy cannonade, 
which continued during the whole night, mixed with the wild cries of hie Sikhs, 
our English hurrah, the tramp of men, and the groans of the dying. In this state 
with a handful of men, who had carried the batteries the night before, I leniained 
till morning, taking very short intervals of rest by lying down with various regi- 
ments in succession, to ascertain tlieir temper, and revive their spirits.’’ 

My gallant Friend, as you see, spent tliat eventful night -passing 
from regiment to regiment, cheering the men by his own example of 
constancy and courage-doing all that human means could. do to 
ensure victory to our arms. “ I found, my gallant Fiiend gp^s on 
to say — found myself again with my old friends of the S9th, 

31st, 50th, and 9th, all in good heart”— (regiments with which he 
had served in the Peninsula)— and with them that regiment whic i 
has earned immortal fame in the annals of the British army— Her 
Majesty’s 80th Regiment — 
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“ My nnswcr to nil Anti every innn \vn«, thnt we tnu«l it out, nitnek the 
enemy vigoronsly nt tlnybrenk, bent him, or the hononnibly in the ficltl. 'I’lieRnl- 
Innt old gencrnl, kindhcnried nntl hcroienlly hrnvc, entirely coincided with me." 

Let the House observe how anxious 1113 ' "allaut Friend is lo do jus- 
tice to his companions in arms. 

" During the night I occjiMonnlly cnlled on onr brave Kngli'sh soldiem lo pnnish 
the Sikhfi when they came loo dote mitl were impudent ; nnd when morning broke 
we went nt it in true Knglifh style. Gough wns on the right. I plnced myself, 
nnd denr little .Vrthur [his .son] by my side, in the centre, nbont thirty ynrds in 
front of the men, to prevent their firing, nnd we drove the enemy without n hnlt 
from one extremity of the enmp to the other, cnptnring thirty or forty guns as we 
went nlong, which fired at twenty pnees from tis, and were served obstinntcly. 
Tlie brave men drew tip in nn excellent line, nnd cheered (Sough nnd my.self ns 
we rode up the line, the regimental colours lowering to me ns on pnrnde. Tlie 
mouniful part is the heavy hxs 1 have sustnined in my ollicers. I Inivc had ten 
nidcs-dc-enmp /tors de cnvihnt, five killed nnd five wonnded. The fire of grnpo 
was very henvy from 100 pieces of cannon; the Sikh nrmy, drilled by French 
ofliccr.s, nnd the men the most warlike in Itulin." 

From m}’ an'cctionatc regard for that gallant man, I am proud to be 
enabled to exhibit him on such a night as that of the 21 st of 
December — going through the camp — passing from regiment to 
regiment — keeping up the spirits of the meu — encouraging them — 
animating their ardour — and having lost ten aides-de-camp out of 
twelve — ^idacing his young soti, a boy’ of seventeen or eighteen y’cars 
of age, in the front of the line, in order that the Briti.sh troops 
might be induced not to fire on the enemy, but drive them back by 
the force of the British bayonet. It was charnetcristic of the man 
to read these details. He had two sons present, one of whom was 
a civilian, and the other in the army. On the night of the 21 st 
he sent the civilian to the rear of the army, say’ing that his pre- 
sence disturbed him, and that if he refused to retire, he would send 
him away in arrest as a prisoner ; but the presenee, he said, of his 
younger son, an officer, whose duty^ called him to the field, only 
made the father more desperately resolute in the discharge of his 
duty. On the 22nd, after the battle was over, he took his eldest 
son, when visiting the sepoy’s and the wounded, and he showed 
them a G-overnor-General of India who had lost his hand, and the 
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son of a Governor-Greneral who had lost his foot, and endeavoured 
to console them in their sufferings by proving to them that men in 
the highest ranlc were exposed to the same casualties as themselve^g. 

As I before observed, the accounts of all the military operations 
are given with admirable clearness in the despatches laid before the 
House. They must have been read with such attention by every 
Member of the House, that I will not weaken their effect by minute 
reference to military details. The pride and satisfaction we must 
all derive from those gallant exploits are no doubt counterbalanced 
by deep regret for the loss of so many men of the highest distinction 
and promise. We have had the misfortune — the great misfortune 
— of losing that gallant officer who on former occasions has so fre- 
quently distinguished himself — Sir Robert Sale. He, Sir, has 
closed a long career of glory by that death to which I believe he 
himself looked forward and which he coveted — that death in the 
field which entitles me to say that even in his own estimation, he 
was “felix etiam opportmitate mortis.''' Sir, I do hope that this 
House will on no distant day mark their esteem and respect for the 
memory of Sir Robert Sale by humbly representing to Her 
Majesty their unanimous wish that she may be pleased to record 
the gratitude of the country by the erection of a monument to Sir 
Robert Sale. 

We have, Sir, also to deplore the loss of Sir J. M'Caskill, to 
whom a brief but touching testimony of approbation is borne in the 
despatch of the Commander-in-Chief, as well as one of the most 
eminent men in the civil and military services of India — Major 
Broadfoot. In that gentleman the highest confidence was placed 
by every one who came in contact with him. He obtained the ap- 
plause of every civil and military authority in the country, and his 
prudence and skill as a civilian were only equalled by his "ardour 
and bravery in the field. He was, I believe, the last of three 
brothers, all of whom have died in the service of their country on 
the field of battle. Major Broadfoot was present with Sir R. Sale 
during the siege of Jellalabad, and took a most conspicuous part in 
its defence. It is mournful, Sir, that we should have to deplore 
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the loss in the same'conflict of two gallant men so devoted to their 
conntry’s service as Sir R. Sale and Major Broadfoot. 

^ I shall not refer hy name to officers of lower rank who have 
fallen in this conflict ; for where all were so distingnished, it must 
he invidious to particularize ; hut whatever their rank, I can assure 
their surviving relatives that their country will do justice to their 
memory. I hope the thanks of the House will he conveyed to all 
the men of every regiment engaged in this brilliant exploit, without 
exception. If there were occasions on which the reputation for 
valour of some regiments may appear not to have heen upheld, 
considering their former services — their known gallantry — their 
severe losses — the remembrance of one moment’s default is al- 
together obliterated by the recollection of their former eminent con- 
duct, and of the services they rendered on that very day. I am 
quite certain, Sir, that the men of Her Majesty’s 62nd Regiment, 
of the 14th Native Infantry, and the other gallant Native regiment 
on the flank of Her Majesty’s 62nd Regiment, will not suffer in the 
estimation of the country ; that the willing thanks of this House 
will be given, without exception, to all the regiments engaged in 
this action. «i. 'i- There never has been a 

greater example of extreme forbearance, strict justice, and a resolve 
to resist all the temptations to which the army was exposed — there 
never was a greater combination of those high qualities with the 
most brilliant talent and valour in defence of the British empire in 
India. The gallantry of those who fell in that conflict will not be 
without itsifruits. Their lives will not have been sacrificed in vain. 
The remembrance of their conduct constitutes one of the brightest 
possessions — one of the great defences of this country. When we 
reflect what' can be effected by discipline and valour, such as was 
manifested by our countrymen on these memorable days, we feel 
that in a just cause our country must be victorious. The memory 
of those men who have fallen through their devotion to their 
country willdong serve to animate the British army. It will make 
us proud of that name which we bear, and encourage us, if need 
be, to emulate their heroic exertions, and exhibit equal devotion. 
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equal perseverance, equal courage, in the cause of our common 
country. (Great and enthusiastic cheering greeted the Right Hon. 
Baronet from all sides of the House in the progress, and at the con- 
clusion of his speech.) He moved the first of the following series 
of resolutions 

That the thanks of this House be given to the Right Honourable Lieutenant 
General Sir Henry Hardinge, Governor General of India, Knight Grand Cross of 
the Order of the Bath, for the energy and ability with which he directed the mili- 
tary means at his disposal, to the repelling of the unprovoked invasion of the Sikh 
.army of the dominions of the British Government, and of the Protracted States 
upon the left bank of the Sutlej ; and also, for the firmness and gallantry with 
which he directed the operations of that portion of the army under his immediate 
command, in the afternoon and night of December 21st, 1845, and on the morn- 
ing of the 22nd, upon which occasion the enemy’s defences were carried by storm, 
the greater part of their artillery captured, and their subsequent attempts to 
regain what they had lost repeatedly defeated. 

That the thanks of this House be given to General Sir Hugh Gough, Baronet, 
Kniglit Grand Cross of the Order of the Bath, Commander in Chief of the 
Forces in the East Indies, for the distinguished valour with which he directed and 
led the several attacks upon the enemy, and for the eminent services rendered by 
him in the battles of the 18th, 21st, and 22nd of December, 1845, displaying, as 
he did, in conjunction with the Governor General, a brilliant example to the 
troops, of perseverance and courage in critical circumstances, and of irresistible 
ardour in the several attacks made upon the enemy. 

That the thanks of this House be given to Major General Sir Henry George 
Smith, Knight Comrnander of the Order of the Bath, to Major General Walter 
Raleigh Gilbert, and to Major General Sir John Hunter Littler, Knight Com- 
mander of the Order of the Bath, and to the several Officers, European >nd 
Native, under their command, for the eminent services rendered by them in the 
recent arduous and successful operations. 

Tliat the thanks of this House be given to the non-commissioned Officers and 
Private Soldiers, European and Native, for the perseverance and fortitude main- 
tained by them at Moodkee on the 18th of December, 1845, and for the daring 
valour with which they forced the enemy’s entrenchments at Feroaeshah on the 
21st and 22nd of December, captured most of his guns, and finally 'compelled the 
Sikh army, of greatly superior numbers, to retire within their own frontier. 

That this Resolution be signified to them by the Commanders of the several 

Corps. , ' j 

Ordered — That the said Resolutions be transmitted by Mr. Speaker- 
Governor General of India, and that he be requested to coinmiinicte the san 
the several Officers leferred to therein. 
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Tlie motion w^ seconded by tbe Right Hon. Lord J . Rus- 
sell, and, after speeches by Sir Robert Inglis, Mr. Hogg, Capt. 
I<jiyard, Sir Howard Douglas, and other honourable members, the 
resolutions were put seriatim and carried nem. con. 


At a Special Court of Proprietors of East India Stock, the 
Chairman (Sir H. Willock, K.L.S.), stated that the Court had been 
especially summoned, in order to lay before it certain papers relat- 
ing to the war in India, and to oifer the thanks of the Court to the 
officers and men employed in that war. The Chairman, in a brief 
but affecting speech, submitted a motion, couched in the same 
terms as those adopted by the Houses of Parliament, and which 
will be found in that report ; which having been seconded by the 
Deputy-Chairman (J. W. Hogg, Esq., M.P.), was unanimously 
agreed to. 


ALIWAL AND SOBRAON. 

The Thanks of Parliament. 

On the evening of the 2nd of April, the thanks of the House 
of Lords were proposed by the Right Hon. the Earl of Ripon, who 
concluded a most effective speech with the following words. “ I 
have purposely abstained from specifying the acts of those to whose 
victories I have called your attention. I felt that I could not have 
done justice to them; -and I beg now simply to propose the motions, 
the objects of which I have explained. They are as follow:” — 

That the thanks of this House be given to Major-General Sir Harry George 
Smitl^, Knight Commander of the Most Honourable Military Order of the Bath, for 
his skilful and meritorious conduct when in command of the British troops 
employed against a large portion of the Sikh army, of greatly superior numbers, 
and for the signal valour and judgment displayed by him in the battle of the 28th 
of January, when the enemy’s force was totally defeated, and new lustre added to 
the reputation of the British arms. 

That the thanks of this House be given to tbe several officers, European and 
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ment, and that the same be signified to them by the commanders of the seLal 
corps, who are desired to thank tliem for their gallant behaviour 

That in requesting the Governor-General of India to communicate these resolu- 
tions to the several officers referred to therein, this House desires to acknouled-e 
the zeal and judgment evinced by the Right Honourable Lieutenant-General Sir 
Henry Hardinge, Knight Grand Cross of the Order of the Rath, Governor-General 
of India; and also by General Sir Hugh Gough, Bart., Knight Grand Cross of the 
Order of the Bath, Commander-in-Chief of the Forces in India, in supplying 
Major-General Sir Harry Smith with such reinforcements and military means as 
enabled him, under Divine Providence, to overcome all the obstacles thrown in his 
way by a brave and determined enemy. 

That the thanks of this House be given to the Right Honourable Lieutenant- 
General Sir Henry Hardinge, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Honourable 
Military Order of the Bath, Governor-General of India, for the judgment, energy, 
and ability with which the resources of the British empire in India have been 
applied in repelling the unjust and unprovoked invasion of the British territory by 
the Sikh nation ; and for the valour and indefatigable exertions which he displayed 
on the loth of February, at the battle of Sobraon, when, by the blessing of .fllniighty 
God, which we desire most humbly to acknowledge, this liostile and trcacheious 
invasion w’as successfully defeated. 

That the thanks of this House be given to General' Sir Hugh Gough, Bart, 
Knight Grand Cross of the Most Honourable Military Order of the Bath, Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Forces in India, for the signal ability and valour with 
which, upon the 10th of February, he directed and led the attack, when the enemy s 
entrenchments were stoi-med, their artillery captured, their army defeated am 
scattered, and the Punjaub laid open to the advance of our victorious troops . 

That the thanks of this House be given to Major-General Sir Harry. George 
Smith, Knight Commander of the Most Honourable Military Order of he I at j, 


KMvht Commander of the Most Honourable Military Order of the Bath; and to 

»<. M,,. for tb. «ng.,is.,oa «n.r.os I,- 

them in the 
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eminently successful operations at the battle of Sobraon. ^ _ 

Th...M.Hou«d..hWgUy.pprovo„f.nacoo,m.nd«».nv»c,bfc..^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

p.„ev™ce,a„a..e.dydiscipb„e^ 
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They wore pecotulod by the Ilijrbt TIon. the I’.nrl of Auclclntul; 
r.ml in the course of t]>e (Ichrite llu- Aillowing roinarhs fell from his 
Grace the Duki: or \Vr.i.i,iN‘r.TON : — In the meantime the distant 
points of the frontier were threatened; Loodiana was threatened — 
T helieve it was even attacked, and the rantomnents wore burned; 
and thou it was that JSir Harry Smith was sent with a detachment 
of troojvs towards iKiodiatia, takinp jiossossion of vario\is points on 
bis road — Durrumkote and other jdaces, of which the enomv had 
taken jmsscssion by bodies of troops whicli had crossed the Sutlej. 
And 1 bCf'r your Lordships to observe that, wliejt Sir Harry Smith 
was sent, he had three objects in view: one to pive security to the 
post at Loodiana, already reinforced by the arrival there of General 
Godby after the battle; the others to keep up his communications 
with the rear hy the town of Busseean, a point of preat strength 
and importance, with a view to the communication hetween Fero/.c- 
porc and Loodiana, in the front line, and Feror.epore and Delhi in 
the rear, ilie point from winch the heavy train ami the means of 
carrying on the siege in the nltimatc operations were to come. 
These must have passed between twenty and thirty miles of the 
enemy, while the main body of the army at I'crozepore was not less 
distant than fifty. These were the objects to secure which Sir linrry 
Smith was detached from the army. He marched upon Loodiana, 
and communicated wiili the British commander there, wlio endea- 
voured to move out to his assistance. While ho was engaged with 
the enemy on this march, which he made in order to perform n part 
of his instructions — namcl}', to maintain the communication with 
Loodiana, they came out from the entrenched camp and carried off 
his baggage. I desire to explain that, because it was the only 
check which the gallant officer met with throughout the whole of 
this operation, and in fact it is the only misfortnne, trilling as it is, 
which has happened during the whole operations that liave taken 
place in that part of the countiy. Tliis loss of the baggage, such 
as it is, lias been wnritten up as a great misfortune ; but, in point of 
fact, it could not be otherwise. He was obliged to march within 
sight of the entrenched camp, from which the enemy had an oppor- 
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tunity of attacking him on hig march. I beg your Lordships to 
observe that Sir Harry Smith had not only to secure his commu- 
nication with Loodiana, but likewise to secure his junction jri^i 
General Wheeler, who, alone, was not able to contend against the 
enemy. He performed all those objects, was joined by General 
Wheeler, and then moved on to attack the new position which the 
enemy had taken up near the river. ii.nd, my Lords, I will say 
upon this, I have read the account of many a battle, but I never 
read the account of one in which more ability, energy, and expe- 
rience have been manifested than in this. I know of no one in 
which an officer ever showed himself more capable than this officer 
has in commanding troops in the field. He brought eveiy descrip- 
tion of troops to bear, with all arms in the position in which they 
were most capable of rendering service ; the nicest manoeuvres 
were performed under the fire of the enemy with the utmost pre- 
cision, and at the same time with an energy and gallantry on the 
part of the troops never surpassed on any occasion whatever in any 
part of the world. I must say of this officer, that 1 never have 
seen any account which manifests more plainly than his does tliat 
he is an officer capable of rendering the most important somces, 
and of ultimately being an honour to this country. 


House of Commons. 

A vote to the same effect was proposed by Sin Robert Peel in 
the House of Commons, from whose speecli we extract the foUow- 
ing : — The great battle w'as fought on the i28th of January, but 
earlier in that month Sir Harry Smith had sustained what some may 
consider a reverse. I allude to a period before his junction ui 
Colonel Wheeler, and with the five regiments from Loodiana. n 
the absence of all intelh'gence he encountered the enemy, and was 
exposed to serious hazard. Writing to Sir Hugh Gougli on t 
21st, after he had sueceeded in relieving Loodiana, he said t uit 
had accomplished that object, but under circumstances qinle ^ 
fortunate as he desired, and he used these e.xpressions : ^ 

within a mile and a half to my left ofRuddowal, moving Jia • 
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with my column (which was right in front ready to wheel into line), 
and evidently for the purpose of interrupting my advance, I saw the 
ene£r:;y. ' Nothing could he stronger for the enemy than the con- 
tinued line of villages. He was moving by roads, while I was mov- 
ing over very heavy sandbeds. He was in advance far beyond, on 
my right flank ; so far did he extend, and so numerous did he show 
his infantry and guns, and so well chosen for him was this line of 
villages, that with my force he was not to be assailed; and he 
opened a furious cannonade of from 35 to 40 guns of very large 
calibre, and, as usual, right well served. My object being to unite 
myself with the force from Loodiana, which every moment J ex- 
pected to appear in sight, for it was nine o’clock, I moved parallel 
with the enemy, resolving to attack the moment the Loodiana troops 
reached me. He, however, so pressed upon me, that I opened in 
one body my 11 guns upon him with considerable effect, and moved 
up the 31st, and was preparing to form line upon this regiment, 
when the enemy most rapidly formed a line of seven regiments, 
with their guns between, at right angles vdth the line I was about 
to attack, while a considerable force was moving round my right 
and front. Thus enveloped and overwhelmed by numbers, and such 
a superiority of guns, I had nothing for it but to throw back my 
line on its right, which represented a small line on the hypotenuse 
of a triangle. The enemy thus outflanked me and my whole force. 
I therefore gradually withdrew my infantry in echellon of battalions, 
the 'cavalry in echellon of squadrons, in the direction of Loodiana, 
momentarily expecting to see the approach of that force — viz., one 
regiment of cavalry, five guns, and four regiments of infantry, when 
I would have made a vigorous attack. The ground was very deep 
and sandy, 'knd therefore very difficult to move on. The enemy 
continued to move on as described for upwards of an hour, and 
until I knew the Loodiana force was moving not a musket was fired. 
• Nothing could exceed the steadiness of the troops. The line was 
thrown back, under tins cannonade, as if on parade, Native as well 
as -British, and the movements of the cavalry, under Brigadier 
Cureton, were, without any exception, the most perfect thing I 



^YAK WJTH THE SIKHS. 




tunitj" of attacking liini on liis inarch. I beg your Lordship? tn 
ohsene that Sir Harry Smith liacl not only to secure liis comniu- 
nication ^nth Loodiana, but likciivisc to secure Ins junction ii itTi 
General ^Vlieelerj who, alone, was not able to contend against the 
enemy. He performed all those objects, u-as joined by Genera! 
Wlieeler, and then moved on to attack the new position which tho 
enemy had taken up near the river. And, my Lords, 1 will say 
upon this, I have read the account of many a battle, but I never 
read the account of one in which more ability, cnergv, and expe- 
rience have been manifested than in this. J know of no one in 
which an officer ever showed liirnself more capable than this odicer 
has in commanding troops in the held. He brought even' descrip- 
tion of troops to bear, with all arms in the position in winch they 
were most capable of rendering sen'ice ; the nicest maiueuvres 
were performed under the fire of the enemy with the utmost pre- 
cision, and at the same time with an energy and g;dhintry on the 
part of the troops never surpassed on any occ.asion whatever in any 
part of the world. I must say of this officer, that 1 never hw.; 
seen any account which manifests more plainly than Ids do-s th.u 
he is an officer capable of rendering the most important -ereice., 
and of ultimately being an honour to this country. 


House or Commons. 

A vote to tlic saniecflect was projjosed by Stn llf'r.t.ttT I’m f. in 
the House of Commons, from who-.e speech we cxtr.wt tine 

iiig; 'Pile great battle was fought on the ffSth ot J.tnuarv, bat 

earlier in that month Sir Harry .Sndth liad siKtidned viiat Nim- 
consider a reverse, i allude O' a period b-fore In jni.; 55 .' ?j 1 
Colonel AVbceler. and with the five- regiment^ frym L- - ii-'O Ir. 
the absence of nil intelligence h«' enc<>untereo* tie-tjetrs .*-5- * 
exposed to serious liavard. rating to .Sir Huge, t loug.: 
i?lst, after he had MU-ceeded in rclteiing Lo^Ai-aa, h*- -v. 1 t; =* I ' 
had nccomjilish' <i that ohjiet, but tindiT 

fortunate a.-i he dcrired. and hr t.-.d: tm--- ^ 




V. ithin a mile amd a hr’.lt to nn t-'t 
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with 1113 ’ column (which was right in front rcaclj* to wheel into line), 
atul evidently for the purpose of interrupting my advance, I saw the 
encu‘. 3 ’. Nothing could be stronger for the cnen\y than the con- 
tinued line of villages. He was moving by roads, while I was mov- 
ing over very heavy sandheds. He was in advance far beyond, on 
, my right flank; so far did he extend, and so numerous did he show 
his infantry' and guns, and so well chosen for him was this line of 
villages, that with my force he was not to be assailed; and he 
opened a furious cannonade of from S5 to 40 guns of very large 
calibre, and, as usual, right well served. !My object being to unite 
mvself n*ith the force from Loodiana, which every moment I ex- 
pected to appear in sight, for it was nine o'clock, I moved panJIel 
with the enemy, resolving to attack the moment the Loodiana troops 
reached me. He, however, so pressed upoti me, that T opened in 
one body my 11 guns upon him with considerable cflect, and moved 
up the 31st, and was preparitig to form line upon this regiment, 
when the enemy most rapidly formed a line of seven regiments, 
with their guns between, at right angles with the line 1 was about 
to attack, while a considerable force was moving round m}"^ right 
and front. Thus enveloped and overwhelmed b}^ numbers, and such 
a superiority of guns, I had nothing for it but to throw back my 
line on its right, which represented a small line on the hypotenuse 
of a triangle. The enemy thus outflanked me and my whole force. 
I therefore graduall}' withdrew my infantry in echellon of battalions, 
the cavalry in echellon of squadrons, in the direction of Loodiana, 
momentarily expecting to see the approach of that force — viz., one 
regiment of cavalry, five guns, and four regiments of infantry, when 
I would have made a vigorous attack. The ground was very deep 
and sandy, and therefore very difficult to move on. The enemy 
continued to move on as described for upwards of an hour, and 
until I knew the Loodiana force was moving not a musket was fired. 
■ Nothing could exceed the steadiness of the troops. The line was 
thrown back, under this cannonade, as if on parade, Native as well 
as 'British, and the movements of the cavalry, under Brigadier 
Cufeton, were, without any exception, the most perfect thing I 
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c^ cr sfiw, and wliicli I cannot describe.” •i* » 

Of tlic battle itself I will not speak ; the rictory was complete, and 
it has been so admirably described by the illustrious coniiaoffdJr, 
that I will not weaken the cflcct of his narrative. And what, let 
me ask, have been the services of this gallant officer? These recent 
events have given new lustre to his glorj- but he was at the cap-' 
lure of hlonlc Video — at the attack upon Buenos Ayres; he served 
during the Peninsular war, from the battle of Vimeira to that of 
Corunna. lie was tlicn wounded in another action, but he was at 
the battles of Sahagnl and Puente d'Onor, and the sieges of Ciudad 
Rodrigo and Badajos, at the battles of Salamanca, Vittoria, Orthes> 
the P^Tcnces, and Toulouse. lie was at Washington and at Hew 
Orleans, and iinally lie w;is at Waterloo. What a series of noble 
services, and how rejoiced J ajn that there should be an opportunity, 
through this new and signal victory, of bringing before the gladdened 
eyes of a grateful country a long life of mih’tary exertion, and an 
unbroken scries of military honours. After he had achieved -that 
success for which we are about to give him our special thanks — 


after he had driven back the enemy across the Sutlej, he instantly 
returned to rejoin his commanding officer. Sir Hugh Gough. He 
arrived on the 8tb, two days before the decisive victory gairied 
by the forces under Sir Hugh Gough and Sir Henry Hardinge. 
But for his services in the victory of the ^8th of January, I propose 
that there should be a distinct and separate vote — distihet and'^pa- 


rate from that which I shall recommend for that not mofe'gloridus, 
thoujjh perhaps more important acliievement accomplished at a^laler 

date by the whole British army. r r-r 

There is much to adorn and notlring to sully our ■vietofy 
1 do hope that now it has been hchieved it will giVe Hslihg^'peace 
to India ; that a general conriction will be felt of ot» ^oiveri a 
conviction of the superiority of British arms that will ensbie a^d&g 
enjoyment of tranquility to that country, and the^applftation 
our efforts for the improvement of its natural re^o^ces. ^T^irust , 
that this may be our last battle, and that hereafter' have 
nothing to do but to direct our attention to the amelioration of the 
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condition of our Indian fellow-sulijects. In that anticipation I am 
sure the House will permit me to refer to some events and some 
circumstances which ma}' well fill our liearts with joy and exulta- 
tion. The two leaders of our wetorious army, the Governor- 
General and the Commandcr-in-Chief, have throughout these ope- 
rations set an example of cordial concert and communion — an utter 
forgetfulness of themselves, to which the happy result is greatly to 
he attributed. All matters of punctillio wore sacrificed, and Sir 
Henry Hardinge consented to serve as second in command. On 
tlxe other hand, there was not a suggestion offered by Sir Henry 
Hardinge which was not thankfully accepted by Sir Hugh Gough. 
" * ^ I will now refer to a document, not of a public 

character, that has been put into my hand since I entered the house 
this evening — it is a letter from Sir Hugh Gough, which was never 
intended to meet the public eye, but it does liim so much honour 
that I cannot refuse myself the pleasure of reading it.'*' ^ 

I am sure the House will permit me, among expressions of 
gratitude to the surviving conquerors, to mingle some of deep 
regi'et at the loss we have sustained. On tliis occasion I have to 
deplore the loss of several officers of the highest reputation, and the 
first I shall name is Sir Robert Dick. He entered the service in 1800. 
He embarked with the 78th regiment for Sicily in 1806, and was 
wounded in battle. .He accompanied the expedition to Egypt, and 
was present at the taking of Alexandria. He embarked with the 4'2nd 
regiment fin 1829, and, was again wounded at Fuente d’Onor. He 
commanded the .second battalion of the 4‘2nd regiment at Ciudad 
Rodrigo. He was at the battle of^ Salamanca, at the storming of 
St.~Mmhel, and was present during the siege ,of Burgos. In 1815 
he was; sejj^erely , v^qunded, and, .after a life .of honour, he at, last fell 
in .the, battle, for the happy result of which we are about to make 
^qur.grate&h acknowledgments. On the day \yhich deprived us for 
.ever of; the services of Sir Robert Dick, there also fell Lieutenant- 

j JO i".; . > j), ■ < , , ' , i ■ r <1 

^jCplonel Taylor of the 29th-regimeiit. T^en the father of this 
-gallant, officer was .Lieutenant- Colonel of the 20tli Light Dragoons, 

SI -.iic; j ' I. ' , , , , . 1 1 1 " ^ ° i s'' , ° 

if ft' fioij/nc ii") ' • - ii-., • 1 1 r i ■ ' , ,•>> . j! 

* The document here referred to will Ixe found in full at ^age 118. 



